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PREFACE

I
N the spring of 1923 the Cambridgeshire Education

Committee appointed an Advisory Committee to

draw up a syllabus for Religious Teaching in the County.

To us amongst others fell the task of preparing that

syllabus, which, as finally agreed upon, was accepted

by the local Education Authority. The Advisory Com-
mittee considered that for schools using the syllabus a

Bible containing the passages of Scripture mentioned

in it would be of value. This book is accordingly based

on that portion of the syllabus which is prescribed for

children of from seven to eleven years of age
;
but it is

hoped that it may be found suitable for use also in all

Elementary Schools and in junior forms of Secondary

Schools. If a few short passages are to be read on more
than one page in this book, it is because they seemed
to come not improperly under more than one heading.

The text used is in general that of the Authorised

Version, with here and there the change of a word or

me adaptation of an old spelling to that more commonly
used in school.

To prevent misunderstanding—^for there have been
criticisms of the syllabus and of the Children’s Bible

—

h should be explained that it is in no sense intended

III
at this small selection shall be a substitute for the

/liole Bible. On the contrary, it is hoped that the

^
(ssession, in a convenient form, of those parts of

^ripture most attractive to children may lead many to
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a lifelong love of the Christian story and the Word of

God.

We wish to thank Mr H. Morris, the Secretary

of the Cambridgeshire Education Committee, and

Mr Gordon Carey, of Clare College and of the Uni-

versity Press, for the constant help they have given

us—Mr Morris in the development of the syllabus,

Mr Carey in the preparation of the book.

ALEXANDER NAIRNE
ARTHUR QUILLER-COUCH
T. R. GLOVER

March, 1924
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PART I

THE STORY OF THE LORD JESUS





i

tHE SrOET OF CHEJSrMAS

THE ANNUNCIATION

The angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city

of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused

to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David

;

and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came

in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured,

the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.

And when she saw him she was troubled at his saying,

and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this

should be. And the angel said unto her. Fear not,

Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, be-

hold, thou shalt bring forth a son, and shalt call his name

JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son

of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him

the throne of his father David : and he shall reign over

the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there

shall be no end.

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be ?

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy

Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the

Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore also that holy

thing which shall be bom of thee shall be called the Son

of God. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And
Mary said. Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto

me according to thyword . And the angel departed from

her. LUKE i. 26-35, 37, 38

1-2 ^
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CHRISTMAS DAY
AND it came to pass in those days that there went

l\. out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the

world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made

when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to

be taxed, every one into his own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, Out of the city

of Nazareth, into Judaea, xmto the city of David, which

is called Bethlehem (because he was of the house and

lineage of David), to be taxed with Mary his espoused

wife. And so it was that, while they were there, she

brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him in

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because

there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding

in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the

glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they

were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear

not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,

which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this

day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the

Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: ye shall find

the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a

manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a

multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying.

Glory to God in the highest.

And on earth peace, good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away

from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to
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another. Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see

this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath

made known to us. And they came with haste, and

found Mary, andJoseph, and the babe lying in amanger.

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad

the saying which was told them concerning this child.

And all they that heard it wondered at those things

which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept

all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for

all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was

told unto them. luke ii. 1-20

THE WISE MEN

NOW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea

in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came

wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is

he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his

star in the east, and are come to worship him. When
Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled,

and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered

all the chief priests and scribes of the people together,

he demanded of them where Christ should be born.

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for

thus it is written by the prophet,

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda,

Art not the least among the princes of Juda:

For out of thee shall come a Governor,

That shall rule my people Israel.
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Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,

inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.

And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search

diligently for the young child
;
and when ye have found

him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship

him also.

When they had heard the king, they departed
;
and,

lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them,

till it came and stood over where the young child was.

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding

great joy. And when they were come into the house,

they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and

fell down, and worshipped him; and when they had

opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts:

gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned

of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod,

they departed into their own country another way.
MATTHEW ii. I-I2

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT
AND when they were departed, behold, the angel of

jljL the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying,

Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee

into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word

:

for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.

When he arose, he took the young child and his mother
by night, and departed into Egypt : and was there until

the death of Herod.

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the

wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew

all the children that were in Bethlehem and in all the
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coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according

to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise

men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by

Jeremy the prophet, saying,

In Rama was there a voice heard,

Lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,

And would not be comforted, because they are not.

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the

Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying.

Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go

into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought

the young child’s life. And he arose, and took the young

child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.

But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Jud^a

in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go

thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a

dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee : and he

came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth.

MATTHEW ii. 13-23

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE

NOW his parents went to Jerusalem every year at

the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve

years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom

of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as

they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jeru-

salem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But

they, supposing him to have been in the company,

went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their

kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found
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him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking

him.

And it came to pass that after three days they found

him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors,

both hearing them and asking them questions. And all

that heard him were astonished at his understanding and

answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed

:

and his mother said unto him. Son, why hast thou thus

dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee

sorrowing. And he said unto them. How is it that ye

sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s

business? And they understood not the saying which he

spake unto them. And hewent downwiththem,andcame
to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother
kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in

wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man
,

LUKE ii. 41-52



SCESiES ILLUST'I{^l'i:NiG
THE •BOYHOOD OF JESUS

THE HOME
The little house

J
ESUS said unto them, Which of you shall have a

friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say

unto him. Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend

ofmine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing

to set before him? And he from within shall answer and

say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him,

because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity

he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

LUKE xi. S-8
The carpenter’s shop

They said. Whence hath this man this wisdom, and

these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? is

not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James,

and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? matthew xiii. 54, 55

THE WOMAN AND THE CHILDREN’S FOOD
The daily need

Give us this day our daily bread.

MATTHEW vi. II

Grinding the corn

Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall

be taken and the other left. luke xvii. 35
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Heating the oven

If God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day

is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not

much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

MATTHEW vi. 30

Making the bread

The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a

woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the

whole was leavened. matthew xiii. 33

The children^food

If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father,

will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a

fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will

he offer him a scorpion? luke xi. ii, 12

There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and

two small fishes: but what are they among so many?
JOHNvi. 9

Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not

one of them is forgotten before God? luke xii. 6

She answered and said imto him. Yes, Lord: yet the

dogs under the table eat of the children’s crumbs.
MARK vii. 28

THE WOMAN’S DUTIES

WHAT woman having ten pieces of silver, if she

lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep
the house, and seek diligently till she find it?

LUKE XV. 8



THE woman’s duties II

Neither do they light a eandle, and put it under a

bushel, but on a candlestick
;
and it giveth light unto all

that are in the house. Matthew v. 15

No one also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old

garment : else the new piece that filled it up taketh away

from the old, and the rent is made worse. mark ii. 21

Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being

wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it

was about the sixth hour. There cometh a woman of

Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her. Give me
to drink. john iv. 6, 7

OUTDOORS
Birds and ammah

O JERUSALEM, Jerusalem, which killest the pro-

phets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee;

how often would I have gathered thy children together,

as a bird doth gather her brood under her wings, and

ye would not ! luke xiii. 34

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose

one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the

wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he

find it? LUKE XV. 4

What man shall there be among you, that shall have

one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day,

will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?

MATTHEW xii. II
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I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through

the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the

kingdom of God. matthew xix. 24

Foxes have holes, and birdsof theairhavenests; butthe

Son of man hath not where to lay his head, luke ix. 58

Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be

gathered together. luicexvH. 37

Flowers

Why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies

of the field, how they grow
;
they toil not, neither do they

spin. MATTHEW vi. 28

THE MARKET
Tolls

AS he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus

xJl sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him,

Follow me. And he arose and followed him. mark ii. 14

Out of work

And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found

others standing idle, and saith unto them, Wh)’’ stand

ye here all the day idle? They say unto him, Because no
man hath hired us. matthew xx. 6,

7

Bargaining, swearing, and lying

Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old

time. Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform
unto the Lord thine oaths : but I say unto you. Swear not

at aU; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: nor by
the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem;
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for it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou

swear by thy heaS, because thou canst not make one

hair white or black. But let your communication be,

Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than these

cometh of evil. matthew v. 33-37

Measuring grain

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure,

pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,

shall men give into your bosom. For with the same

measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to

you again. luke vi. 38

Children's mitdoor games

Theyare like unto children sitting in the market-place,

and calling one to another, and saying. We have piped

unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to

you, and ye have not wept. luke vii. 32

ROADS AND WAYFARERS
The soldier, tax-gatherer

y
and common people

The people asked John the Baptist, saying. What
shall we do then? He answereth and saith unto

them. He that hath two coats, let him impart to him
that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do like-

wise. Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said

unto him. Master, what shall we do? And he said unto

them. Exact no more than that which is appointed you.

And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And
what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence

to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content

with your wages. luke iii. 10-14
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Thehlind

A bKnd beggar was sitting by the way-side.
.

’ MARK X. 46

They be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind

lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.

MATTHEW XV. 14

Robbers and travellers

Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from

Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which

stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and

departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there

came down a certain priest that way : and when he saw

him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a

Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on

him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain

Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and

when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went

to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and

wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him
to an inn, and took care ofhim. And on themorrowwhen
he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to

the host, and said unto him. Take care of him; and

whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I

will repay thee. lukex. 30-35

The King’s clothes

A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive

for himself a kingdom, and to return. lcke xix. 12

I say unto you that even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these lilies. Matthew vi. 29
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that

was east into the sea, and gathered of every kind ; which,

when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and

gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.

So shall it be at the end of the world : the angels shall

come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,

and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: ^ere shall

be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Jesus saith unto them. Have ye understood all these

things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. Then said he

unto them. Therefore every scribe which is instructed

unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is

an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure

things new and old. matthew xiii. 24-33, 34-52

THE PROPHET IN HIS OWN COUNTRY
AND it came to pass that when Jesus had finished

./jL these parables, he departed thence. And when he

was come into his own country, he taught them in their

synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and

said. Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these

mighty works ? Is not this the carpenter’s son ? Is not his

mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses,

and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all

with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?

And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto

them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own
country and in his own house. And he did not many
mighty works there because of their unbelief.

MATTHEW xiii. 53-58
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FORGIVENESS

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft

shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?

till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto

thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.

Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a

certain king, which would take account of his servants.

And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought

unto him which owed him ten thousand talents. But

forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded
him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that

he had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore

fell down and worshipped him, saying. Lord, have

patience with me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord

of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed

him, and forgave him the debt. But the same servant

went out, and found one of his fellow-servants, which

owed him an hundred pence : and he laid hands on him,

and took him by the throat, saying. Pay me that thou

owest. And his fellow-servant fell down at his feet and

besought him, saying. Have patience with me, and I

will pay thee all. And he would not: but went and cast

him into prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his

fellow-servants saw what was done,they were very sorry,

and came and told unto their lord all that was done.

Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto

him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt,

because thou desiredst me : shouldest not thou also have

had compassion on thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity

on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to
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the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto

him.

So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you,

if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother

their trespasses. matthew xviii. 21-35

And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought

against any: that your Father also which is in heaven

may forgive you your trespasses. mark xi. 25

THE SEED GROWING SECRETLY
AND he said. So is the kingdom of God, as if a man
l\. should cast seed into the ground

;
and should sleep,

and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and

grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth

forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after

that the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is

brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle,

because the harvest is come. mark iv. 26-29

THE LOST SHEEP

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and

sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and

scribes murmured, saying. This man receiveth sinners,

and eateth with them. And he spake this parable unto

them, saying. What man of you, having an hundred

sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety

and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is

lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he

layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he

cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neigh-
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bours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have

found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that

likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that

repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons,

which need no repentance. luke xv. i-7

THE TEN PIECES OF SILVER

Either what woman having ten pieces of silver,

if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and

sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?

And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and

her neighbours together, saying. Rejoice with me; for

I have found the piece which I had lost. Likewise, I say

unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of

God over one sinner that repenteth. luke xv. 8-io

THE PRODIGAL SON
AND he said, A certain man had two sons: and the

-/11 younger of them said to his father, Father, give me
the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided

unto them his living. And not many days after the

younger son gathered all together, and took his journey

into a far country, and there wasted his substance with

riotous living.

And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty

famine in that land; and he began to be in want. And
he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country

;

and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the

swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. And when
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he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants

of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I

perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father,

and will say unto him. Father, I have sinned against

heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be

called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

And he arose, and came to his father.

But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw

him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck,

and kissed him. And the son said unto him. Father, I

have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am
no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said

to his servants. Bring forth the best robe and put it on

him, and put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet:

and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it
;
and let us

eat, and be merry : for this my son was dead, and is alive

again
;
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be

merry.

Now his eider son was in the field : and as he came and

drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.

And he called one of the servants, and asked what these

things meant. And he said unto him. Thy brother is

come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because

he hath received him safe and sound. And he was angry,

and would not go in : therefore came his father out, and

intreated him. And he answering said to his father, Lo,

these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed

I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never

gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my
friends: but as soon as this thy son was come, which

4-2
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hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed

for him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou

art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet

that we should make merry and be glad: for this thy

brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and

is found. LUKE XV. 11-32
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GOD’S CARE

eE said unto his disciples, 1 say unto you, take no

thought for your life, what ye shall eat
;
neither

for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than

meat, and the body is more than raiment.

Consider the ravens : for they neither sow nor reap

;

which neither have storehouse nor barn
;
and God feed-

eth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?

And which of you with taking thought can add to his

stature one cubit? If ye then be not able to do that thing

which is least, why take ye thought for the rest?

Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they

spin not
;
and yet I say unto you that Solomon in all

his glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then God
so clothe the grass, which is to-day in the field, and to-

morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he

clothe you, O ye of little faith? And seek not ye what

ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of

doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the

world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have

need of these things.

But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these

things shall be added unto you. Fear not, little flock;

for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the

kingdom. Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide

yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the

heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth,
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neither moth corrupteth. For where your treasure is,

there will your heart be also. luke xii. 22-34

GOD’S MERCY

He spake also this parable; A certain man had a

fig tree planted in his vineyard
;
and he came and

sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto

the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I

come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none : cut

it down
; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answer-

ing said unto him. Lord, let it alone this year also, till

I shall dig about it, and dung it : and if it bear fruit, well

:

and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.
LUKE xiii. 6-9

THE GREAT FEAST
AND when one of them that sat at meat with him

X\. heard these things, he said unto him. Blessed is he

that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. Then said

he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and

bade many: and sent his servant at supper time to say

to them that were bidden. Come
;
for all things are now

ready. And they all with one consent began to make
excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece

of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee

have me excused. And another said, I have bought five

yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have

me excused. And another said, I have married a wife,

and therefore I cannot come. So that servant came, and

shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the

house, being angry, said to his servant. Go out quickly

into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither
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the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.

And the servant said. Lord, it is done as thou hast com-

manded, and yet there is room. And the lord said unto

the servant. Go out into the highways and hedges, and

compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

For I say unto you that none of those men which were

bidden shall taste of my supper. luke xiv. 15-24

GOD’S LAWS

Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which

were of Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy disciples

transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not

their hands when they eat bread.

But he answered and said unto them. Why do ye also

transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?

For God commanded, saying. Honour thy father and

mother : and. He that curseth father or mother, let him
die the death. But ye say. Whosoever shall say to his

father or his mother, The gift thou mightest have had

from me has been given to God
;
and honour not his

father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made
thecommandment ofGod of none effectbyyourtradition.

Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,

This people drawethnigh unto mewith their mouth,

And honoureth me with their lips;

But their heart is far from me.

In vain they do worship me,

Teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

And he called the multitude, and said unto them.

Hear, and understand: not that which goeth into the
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mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the

mouth, this defileth a man. matthew xv. i-n

DUTY TOWARD GOD

Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how
they might entangle him in his talk. And they sent

out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying.

Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the

way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man:
for thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us there-

fore.What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto

Caesar, or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness,

and said. Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Shew me
the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny.

And he saith unto them. Whose is this image and super-

scription? They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he

unto them. Render therefore unto Caesar the things

which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are

God’s. When they had heard these words, they mar-

velled, and left him, and went their way.
MATTHEW Xxii. 15-22

GIVING TO GOD
AND Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld

IX. how the people cast money into the treasury : and

many that were rich cast in much. And there came a

certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which

make a farthing. And he called unto him his disciples,

and saith unto them. Verily I say unto you that this

poor widow hath cast more in than all they which have

cast into the treasury: for all they did cast in of their
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abundance
;
but she of her want did cast in all that she

had, even all her living. mark xii. 41-44

THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS
AND one of the scribes came, and having heard them

JTjL reasoning together, and perceiving that he had

answered them well, asked him, Which is the first com-

mandment of all? And Jesus answered him. The first

of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord
our God is one Lord : and thou shalt love the Lord thy

God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with

all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first

commandment. And the second is like, namely this.

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none

other commandment greater than these.

And the scribe said unto him. Well, Master, thou hast

said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none

other but he : and to love him with all the heart, and

with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and

with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as

himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and

sacrifices. And when Jesus saw that he answered dis-

creetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the

kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him
any question. mark xii. 28-34

A new commandment I give unto you. That ye love

one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one

another. joHNxiii. 34
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THE RICH FOOL
^ND one of the company said unto him, Master,

Jl\. speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance

with me. And he said unto him, Man, who made me a

judge or a divider over you?

And he said unto them. Take heed, and beware of

covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the

abundance of the things which he possesseth. And he

spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a

certain rich man brought forth plentifully: and he

thought within himself, sa5dng, What shall I do, be-

cause I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And
he said. This will I do : I will pull down my bams, and

build greater; and there will I bestow all my fmits and

my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast

much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat,

drink, and be merry. But God said unto him. Thou
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee : then

whose shall those things be,'which thou hast provided?

So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not

rich toward God. lukexu. 13-21

THE WIDOW AND THE JUDGE

He spake a parable unto them to this end, that

men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

saying. There was in a city a judge, which feared not

God, neither regarded man: and there was a widow in

that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me
of mine adversary. And he would not for a while

;
but

afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not
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God, nor regard man
;
yet because this widow troubleth

me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she

weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust

judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect,

which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long

with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily.

Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find

faith on the earth ? luke xviii. i-8

THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE
AND he spake this parable unto certain which trusted

-ZaL in themselves that they were righteous, and de-

spised others: Two men went up into the temple to

pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself: God, I

thank thee that I am not as other men are, extortioners,

unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice

in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the

publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much
as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast,

saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

I tell you, this man went down to his house justified

rather than the other: for every one that exalteth him-

self shall be abased
;
and he that humbleth himself shall

be exalted. luke xviii. 9-14



THE JF^Y OF LIFE
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
A ND seeing the multitudes, he went up into a moun-

jTV tain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto

him : and he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying

:

Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom

of heaven.

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be com-

forted.

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the

earth.

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after

righteousness: for they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peace-makers : for they shall be called

the children of God.

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous-

ness’ sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and perse-

cute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you

falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:

for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted

they the prophets which were before you.

Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost

his savour, wherewith shall it be salted.? it is thenceforth

good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden

under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A
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city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candle-

stick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

Let your light so shine before men, that they inay see

your good works, and glorify your Father which is in

heaven.

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the

prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For

verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one

jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till

all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of

these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he

shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but

whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be

called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto

you that except your righteousness shall exceed the

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in

no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time.

Thou shalt not kill
;
and whosoever shall kill shall be in

danger of the judgment: but I say unto you that who-

soever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be

in danger of the judgment : and whosoever shall say to

his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but

whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of

hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar,

and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought

against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and

go thy way ;
first be reconciled to thy brother, and then

come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary
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quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any

time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the

judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into

prison. Verily I say unto thee, thou shalt by no means

come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost

farthing.

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them

of old time. Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt

perform unto the Lord thine oaths : but I say unto you.

Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s

throne: nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither

by Jerusalem
;
for it is the city of the great King. Neither

shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not

make one hair white or black. But let your communica-

tion be. Yea, yea
;
Nay, nay : for whatsoever is more than

these cometh of evil.

Ye have heard that it hath been said. An eye for an

eye, and a tooth for a tooth : but I say unto you that ye

resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy

rightcheek,turntohimtheotheralso. And if anymanwill

sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have

thy cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go

a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh

thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not

thou away.

Ye have heard that it hath been said. Thou shalt love

thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto

you. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which

despitefully use you and persecute you; that ye may
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be the children of your Father which is in heaven : for

he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good,

and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if

ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do

not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your

brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even

the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your

Father which is in heaven is perfect.

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be

seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your

Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest

thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that

they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, they

have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not

thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth : that thine

alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in

secret himself shall reward thee openly.

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypo-

crites are: for they love to pray standing in the syna-

gogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may
be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, they have their

reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy

closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy

Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth

in secret shall reward thee openly.

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the

heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for

their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto

them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have
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need of, before ye ask him. After this manner therefore
pray ye:

Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name

:

Thy kingdom come

:

Thy will be done:
In earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
gloiy% for ever. Amen.

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of
a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that
they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto
you. They have their reward. But thou, when thou
fastest, anoint thine head and wash thy face; that thou
appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which
IS m secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall
reward thee openly.

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
t rough and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasuresm heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
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and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

The light of the body is the eye : if therefore thine eye

be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if

thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of dark-

ness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness,

how great is that darkness

!

No man can serve two masters : for either he will hate

the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the

one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and

mammon. Therefore I say unto you, take no thought

for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;

nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the

life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Be-

hold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do

they reap, nor gather into bams; yet your heavenly

Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto

his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment?

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow
;
they toil

not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you that

even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one

of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the

field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the

oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little

faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we
be clothed? (for after all these things do the Gentiles

seek): for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have

need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of

5
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God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall

be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the

morrow : for the morrow shall take thought for the things

of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what

judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged : and with what

measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s

eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own
eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother. Let me pull

out the mote out of thine eye
;
and, behold, a beam is in

thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own eye

;
and then shalt thou see clearly to

cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.

Give not that which is holy imto the dogs, neither

cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

Ask, and it shall be given you
;
seek, and ye shall find

;

knock, and it shall be opened unto you : for every one

that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and

to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man
is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give

him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he give him a ser-

pent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good

gifts unto your children, how much more shall your

Father which is in heaven give good things to them that

ask him? Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that

men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this

is the law and the prophets.

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate and
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broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate

and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few

there be that find it.

Beware of false prophets, which come toyou in sheep’s

clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye
shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes

of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree

bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth

forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil

fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits

ye shall know them.

Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall

enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the

will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to

me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in

thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and

in thy name done many wonderful works? And then

will I profess unto them, I never knew you : depart from

me, ye that work iniquity.

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine,

and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which

built his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and

the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that

house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and

doeth them not, shall be likened nnto a foolish man,

which built his house upon the sand: and the rain

5-s
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descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and

beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall

of it.

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these

sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine ; for

he taught them as one having authority, and not as the

scribes. matthew v. 1-26, 33-48; vi; vii

THE GOLDEN RULE

AS ye would that men should do to you, do ye also

^ to them likewise. luke vi. 31

BUILDING THE TOWER

WHICH of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth

not down first, and counteth the cost, whether

he have sufiicient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath

laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that

behold it begin to mock him, saying. This man began

to build, and was not able to finish. luke xiv. 28-30

THE CUP OF COLD WATER

WHOSOEVER shall give to drink unto one of

these little ones a cup of cold water only in the

name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no

wise lose his reward. matthew x. 42

SERVICE

But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them.

Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over

the Gentiles exercise lordship over them
;
and their great

ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not
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be among you : but whosoever will be great among you,

shall be your minister: and whosoever of you will be

the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of

man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,

and to give his life a ransom for many. mark x. 42-45

Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus

knew that his hour was come that he should depart

out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.

And supper being ended, the devil having now put into

the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him;

Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into

his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to

God
;
he riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments

;

and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he

poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the

disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel where-

with he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter:

and Peter saith unto him. Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

Jesus answered and said unto him. What I do thou

knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter

saith unto him. Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus

answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with

me. Simon Peter saith unto him. Lord, not my feet only,

but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He
that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is

clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he

knew who should betray him; therefore said he. Ye are

not all clean. So after he had washed their feet, and had
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taken his garments, and was set down again, he said

unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call

me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If

I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet;

ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have

given you an example, that ye should do as I have done

to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, the servant is not

greater than his lord ; neither he that is sent greater than

he that sent him. If ye know these things, happy are

ye if ye do them. John xiii. 1-17

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he

kid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world’s

good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth

the love of God in him? My little children, let us

not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and

in truth. i john iii. 16-18

HUMILITY
/\T the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, say-

jTjl ing, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?

And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in

the midst of them, and said. Verily, I say unto you,

Except ye be converted, and become as little children,

ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whoso-
ever therefore shall humble himself as this little child,

the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name
receiveth me. matthew xviii. 1-5
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And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house

he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among
yourselves by the way? But they held their peace: for

by the way they had disputed among themselves, who
should be the greatest. And he sat down, and called the

twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be

first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.

And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them:

and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto

them, Whosoever shall receive one of such children in

my name, receiveth me : and whosoever shall receive me,

receiveth not me, but him that sent me. mark ix. 33-37

‘COME UNTO ME...’

AT that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee,

jr\ O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou

hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and

hast revealed them unto babes. Even so. Father: for so

it seemed good in thy sight. All things are delivered

unto me of my Father : and no man knoweth the Son,

but the Father ;
neitherknoweth anyman the Father, save

the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and

learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye

shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and

my burden is light. matthew xi. as-30

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the

life : no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
JOHN xiv. 6
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•RJlSUTJiECTION OF JESUS
THE LAST SUPPER

NOW the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh,

which is called the Passover. And the chief priests

and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they

feared the people.

Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot,

being of the number of the twelve. And he went his

way, and communed with the chief priests and captains

how he might betray him unto them. And they were

glad, and covenanted to give him money. And he

promised, and sought opporturuty to betray him unto

them in the absence of the multitude.

Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the

passover must be killed. And he sent Peter and John,

saying. Go and prepare us the passover, that we may eat.

And they said unto him. Where wilt thou that we pre-

pare? And he said unto them. Behold, when ye are

entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing

a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where
he entereth in. And ye shall say unto the goodman of

the house. The Master saith unto thee, Where is the

guest-chamber, where I shall eat the passover with

my disciples? And he shall shew you a large upper

room furnished : there make ready. And they went, and
found as he had said unto them: and they made ready

the passover.
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And when the hour was come, he sat down, and

the twelve apostles with him. And he said unto them,

With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you

before I suffer: for I say unto you, I will not any more

eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said. Take

this, and divide it among yourselves : for I say unto you,

I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the king-

dom of God shall come. And he took bread, and gave

thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This

is my body which is given for you : this do in remem-

brance of me. Likewise also the cup after supper,

saying. This cup is the new testament in my blood,

which is shed for you. But, behold, the hand of him

that betrayeth me is with me on the table. And truly

the Son of man goeth, as it was determined : but woe

unto that man by whom he is betrayed ! And they began

to inquire among themselves, which of them it was

that should do this thing.

And there was also a strife among them, which of

them should be accounted the greatest. And he said unto

them. The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over

them; and they that exercise authority upon them are

called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that

is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and

he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is

greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is

not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he

that serveth. Ye are they which have continued with

me in my temptations. And I appoint unto you a
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kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that

ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and

sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath

desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but

I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not : and when
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. And he

said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both

into prison, and to death. And he said, I tell thee, Peter,

the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt

thrice deny that thou knowest me. And he said unto

them. When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and

shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said. Nothing.

Then said he unto them. But now, he that hath a purse,

let him take it, and likewise his scrip : and he that hath

no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one. For

I say unto you that this that is written must yet be

accomplished in me. And he was reckoned among the

transgressors: for the things concerning me have an end.

And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And
he said unto them. It is enough. luke xxii. 1-38

THE CRUCIFIXION
AND he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the

jTV. mount of Olives
;
and his disciples also followed

him. And when he was at the place, he said unto them.

Pray that ye enter not into temptation. And he was

withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled

down, and prayed, saying. Father, if thou be willing,

remove this cup from me : nevertheless not my will, but
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thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto bitn

from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony

he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were

great drops of blood falling down to the ground. And
when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his

disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, and said

unto them. Why sleep ye? Rise and pray, lest ye enter

into temptation.

And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he

that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before

them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus

said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son ofmanwith
a kiss? When they which were about him saw what

would follow, they said unto him. Lord, shall we smite

with the sword? And one of them smote the servant of

the high priest, and cut off his right ear. And Jesus

answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched

his ear, and healed him. Then Jesus said unto the chief

priests, and captains of the temple, and the elders, which

were come to him. Be ye come out, as against a thief,

with swords and staves? When I was daily with you in

the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me : but

this is your hour, and the power of darkness.

Then took they him, and led him, and brought him
into the high priest’s house. And Peter followed afar

off. And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of

the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down
among them. But a certain maid beheld him as he sat

by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said,

This man was also with him. And he denied him, saying.
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Woman, I know him not. And after a little while another

saw him, and said. Thou art also of them. And Peter

said, Man, I am not. And about the space of one hour

after, another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth

this fellow also was with him ; for he is a Galilsean. And
Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And
immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. And the

Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter re-

membered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto

him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.

And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.

And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote

him. And when they had blindfolded him, they struck

him on the face, and asked him, saying. Prophesy, who
is it that smote thee? And many other things blas-

phemously spake they against him.

And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and

the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led

him into their council, sa3ring. Art thou the Christ? tell

us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not

believe: and if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor

let me go. Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the

right hand of the power of God. Then said they all. Art

thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, Ye
say that I am. And they said. What need we any further

witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth.

And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him
imto Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying. We
found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding

to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ
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a King. And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the

King of the Jews? And he answered him and said. Thou
sayest it. Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the

people, I find no fault in this man. And they were the

more fierce, saying. He stirreth up the people, teaching

throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this

place. When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether

the man were a Galilasan. And as soon as he knew that

he belonged unto Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to

Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.

And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad:

for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because

he had heard many things of him
;
and he hoped to have

seen some miracle done by him. Then he questioned

with him in many words
;
but he answered him nothing.

And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently

accused him. And Herod with his men of war set him
at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in fine

apparel, and sent him again to Pilate.

And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends

together : for before they were at enmity between them-

selves.

And Pilate, when he had called together the chief

priests and the rulers and the people, said unto them.

Ye have brought this man unto me as one that per-

verteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined

him before you, have found no fault in thisman touching

those things whereof ye accuse him: no, nor yet Herod:

for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death

is done unto him. I will therefore chastise him, and
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release him. (For of necessity he must release one unto

them at the feast.) And they cried out ail at once, say-

ing, Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas

(who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for

murder, was cast into prison). Pilate therefore, willing

to release Jesus, spake again to them. But they cried,

saying, Crucify him, crucify him. And he said unto

them the third time. Why, what evil hath he done? I

have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore

chastise him, and let him go. And they were instant

with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified.

And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed.

And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they re-

quired. And he released unto them him that for sedition

and murder was castdnto prison, whom they had de-

sired; but he delivered Jesus to their will.

And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one

Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on

him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus.

And there followed him a great company of people,

and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him.

But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jeru-

salem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and

for your children. For, behold, the days are coming,

in the which they shall say to the mountains. Fall on us

;

and to the hills. Cover us. For if they do these things in

a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?

And there were also two others, malefactors, led with

him to be put to death.

Andwhen they were come to the place which is called
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Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors,

one on the right hand, and the other on the left. Then
said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not

what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast

lots. And the people stood beholding. And the rulers

also with them derided him, saying, He saved others;

let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.

And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him,

and offering him vinegar, and sa5dng, If thou be the

king of the Jews, save thyself. And a superscription

also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin,

and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed

on him, saying. If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

But the other answering rebuked him, saying. Dost not

thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemna-

tion? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due

reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing

amiss. And he said, Jesus, remember me, when thou

comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him,

Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in

paradise.

And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a

darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And
the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was

rent in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a

loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend
my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

Now when the centurion saw what was done, he

glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous
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man. And all the people that came together to that

sight, beholding the things which were done, smote their

breasts, and returned. And all his acquaintance, and the

women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar off,

beholding these things.

And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a coun-

seller; and he was a good man, and a just (the same had

not consented to the counsel and deed of them)
;
he was

of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself

waited for the kingdom of God. This man went unto

Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it

down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre

that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was

laid. And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath

drew on. And the women also, which came with him
from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre,

and how his body was laid. And they returned, and

prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath

day according to the commandment.
LUKE xxii. 39-71 ;

xxiii

THE RESURRECTION

NOW upon the first day ofthe week, very early in the

morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing

the spices which they had prepared, and certain others

with them. And they foimd the stone rolled away from
the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the

body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they

were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood

by them in shining garments : and as they were afraid,

and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said imto
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them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is

not here, but is risen : remember how he spake unto you

when he was yet in Galilee, saying. The Son of man
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be

crucified, and the third day rise again. And they re-

membered his words, and returned from the sepulchre,

and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the

rest. LUKE xxiv. 1-9

EMMAUS
AND, behold, two of them went that same day to a

village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem

about threescore furlongs. And they talked together of

all these things which had happened. And it came to

pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned,

Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their

eyes were holden that they should not know him.

And he said unto them. What manner of communica-

tions are these that ye have one to another, as yewalk, and

are sad? And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas,

answering said unto him. Art thou only a stranger in

Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are

come to pass there in these days? And he said unto

them. What things? And they said unto him. Concern-

ing Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in

deed and word before God and all the people : and how
the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be

condemned to death, and have crucified him. But we
trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed

Israel: and beside all this, to-day is the third day since
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those things were done. Yea, and certain women also

of our company made us astonished, which were early

at the sepulchre; and when they found not his body,

they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of

angels, which said that he was alive. And certain of

them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and

found it even so as the women had said : but him they

saw not. Then he said unto them, 0 fools, and slow of

heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken : ought

not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter

into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the

prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures

the things concerning himself.

And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they

went: and he made as though he would have gone

further. But they constrained him, saying. Abide with

us : for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.

And he went in to tarry with them. And it came to

pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and

blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes

were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out

of their sight. And they said one to another. Did not our

heart bum within us, while he talked with us by the

way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? And they

rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem,

and found the eleven gathered together, arid them that

were with them, saying. The Lord is risen indeed, and
hath appeared to Simon. And they told what things

were done in the way, and how he was known of them
in breaking of bread. luke xxiv. 13-35



THE ASCENSION

THE ASCENSION
AND he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he

.xJl lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came

to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from

them and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped

him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy : and were

continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.
LUKE xxiv. 50-53

THE CONCLUSION

The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. For when

we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died

for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will

one die
:
yet peradventure for a good man some would

even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward

us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died

for us. ROMANS v. 5-8

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or

nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written. For thy

sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as

sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are

more than conquerors through him that loved us. For

I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels,

nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor

things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other

creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

ROMANS viii. 35-39

6-2
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I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet

not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me. galatians ii. 20

For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now re-

turned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.

I PETER ii. 25



PART II

THE STORY OF HIS PEOPLE

f





THE STORY OF NOAH

Noah was a just man and walked with God, And
Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth

was filled with violence. And God said unto Noah,
The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is

filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will

destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopher

wood
; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch

it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion

which thou shalt make it of : the length ofthe ark shall be
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and
the height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make
to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above

;
and

the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof;

with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.

And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon
the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of

life, from under heaven
;
and every thing that is in the

earth shall die. But with thee will I establish my cove-

nant
;
and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy

sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. And
of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt

thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee.

Thus did Noah
;
according to all that God commanded

him, so did he. And the Lord said unto Noah, Come
thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I

seen righteous before me in this generation.

And all the fountains of the great deep were broken

up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the
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rainwas upon the earth fortydays and forty nights. In the

self-same day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and

Japheth, the sons ofNoah,and Noah’s wife,and the three

wives of his sons with them, into the ark
;
they, and every

beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind,

and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth

after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird

of every sort. And they went in unto Noah into the ark,

two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.

And the flood was forty days upon the earth
;
and the

waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift

up above the earth. And the waters prevailed, and were

increased greatly upon the earth ;
and the ark went upon

the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed ex-

ceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that

were under the whole heaven, were covered. Fifteen

cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the moun-
tains were covered. And all flesh died that moved upon
the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and

of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,

and every man : all in whose nostrils was the breath of

life, of all that was in the dry land, died. And every

living substance was destroyed which was upon the face

of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping

things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were de-

stroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive,

and they that were with him in the ark . And the waters

prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.

And God remembered Noah, and every living thing,

and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God
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made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters

assuaged; the fountains also of the deep and the win-

dows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven

was restrained; and the waters returned from off the

earth continually ; and after the end of the hundred and

fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark rested

upon the mountains ofArarat. And the waters decreased

continually until the tenth month : in the tenth month,

on the first day of the month, were the tops of the moun-
tains seen.

And it came to pass at the end of forty days that

Noah opened the window of the ark which he had

made; and he sent forth a raven, which went forth to

and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the

earth. Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the

waters were abated from off the face of the ground; but

the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she

returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on

the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand,

and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.

And he stayed yet other seven days ;
and again he sent

forth the dove out of the ark; and the dove came in to

him in the evening, and, lo, in her mouth was an olive

leaf plucked off: so Noah knew that the waters were

abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet other

seven days, and sent forth the dove; which returned

not again unto him any more. And the waters were

dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the

covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face

of the ground was dry.
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And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the

ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’

wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every living

thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of

cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon

the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth,

and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. And Noah
went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’

wives with him : every beast, every creeping thing, and

every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth,

after their kinds, went forth out of the ark. And Noah
builded an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offer-

ings on the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet savour

;

and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the

ground any more for man’s sake
;
for the imagination of

man’s heart is evil from his youth
;
neither will I again

smite any more every thing living, as I have done. While

the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and

heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall

not cease.

GENESIS vi.9-11, 13-19, 22; vii, 1, 11-15, i7
~24 : viii. 1-13, 15-22

THE CALL OF ABRAHAM

NOW the Lord had said unto Abraham, Get thee

out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from

thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:

and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless

thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a

blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse

him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of

the earth be blessed. So Abraham departed, as the Lord
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bad spoken unto him; and Lot went with him. And
Abraham took Sarah his wife, and Lot his brother’s son,

and all their substance that they had gathered, and the

souls that they had gotten in Haran
;
and they went

forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land

of Canaan they came. genesis xii. 1-5

ABRAHAM AND LOT
AND Abraham was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in

gold. And Lot also, which went with Abraham, had

flocks, and herds, and tents. And the land was not able

to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their

substance was great, so that they could not dwell to-

gether. And there was a strife between the herdmen of

Abraham’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle.

And Abraham said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I

pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herd-

men and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. Is not the

whole land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee,

from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go

to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I

will go to the left. And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld

all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every-

where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah,

even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt.

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot

journeyed east : and they separated themselves the one

from the other. Abraham dwelled in the land of Canaan,

and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain.

And the Lord said unto Abraham, after that Lot was
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separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look

from the place where thou art northward, and south-

ward, and eastward, and westward: for all the land

which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed

for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the

earth : so that if a man can number the dust of the earth,

then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk

through the land in the length of it and in the breadth

of it; for I will give it unto thee. Then Abraham re-

moved his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of

Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar

unto the Lord. genesis xiii. 2, 5-12, 14-18

ABRAHAM: THE PROMISED SON
AND the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of

jLX. Mamre : and he sat in the tent door in the heat of

the day; and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo,

three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he

ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed him-

self toward the ground, and said. My Lord, if now I

have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray

thee, from thy servant: let a little water, I pray you, be

fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under

the tree : and I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort

ye your hearts
;
after that ye shall pass on : for therefore

are ye come to your servant. And they said. So do, as

thou hast said.

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and
said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal,

knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. And Abra-
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ham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender and
good, and gave it unto a young man

;
and he hasted to

dress it. And he took butter, and milk, and the calf

which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he

stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. And
they said unto him. Where is Sarah thy wife? And he

said. Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will certainly

return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo,

Sarah thy wife shall have a son. genesis xviii. i-io

ABRAHAM AND ISAAC
AND it came to pass after these things, that God did

±\. tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham : and

he said. Behold, here I am. And he said. Take now thy

son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get

thee into the land of Moriah
;
and offer him there for a

burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will

tell thee of.

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and

saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with

him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt

offering, and rose up, and went imto the place of which

God had told him. Then on the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar off. And
Abraham said unto his young men. Abide ye here with

the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship,

and come again to you. And Abraham took the wood of

the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and

he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went

both of them together. And Isaac spake unto Abraham
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his father, and said, My father : and he said, Here am
I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood:

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abra-

ham said. My son, God will provide himself a lamb for

a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.

And theycame to the placewhich God had told him of

;

and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in

order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the

altar upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his

hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel

of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said,

Abraham, Abraham; and he said. Here am I. And he

saidj Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou

anything unto him ; for now I know that thou fearest

God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only

son, from me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and

looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket

by his horns : and Abraham went and took the ram, and

offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his

son. And Abraham called the name of that place Je-

hovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount the

Lord is seen.

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out

of heaven the second time, and said. By myself have I

sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this

thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son

:

that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I

will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and

as the sand which is upon the sea shore
;
and thy seed

shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed
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shall all the nations of the earth be blessed
;
because thou

hast obeyed my voice. So Abraham returned unto his

young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer-

sheba
;
and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.

GENESIS xxii. I-I9

ISAAC AND REBEKAH

Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and

.. the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. And
Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that

ruled over all that he had. Put, I pray thee, thy hand

undermy thigh : and I will make thee swear by the Lord,

the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that thou

shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of

the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: but thou shalt go

unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife

unto my son Isaac.

And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his

master, and departed; for all the goods of his master

were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Meso-

potamia, unto the city of Nahor. And he made his

camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water

at the time of the evening, even the time that women go

out to draw water. And he said, O Lord God of my
master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this

day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham. Be-

hold, I stand here by the well ofwater
;
and the daughters

of the men of the city come out to draw water: and let

it come to pass that the damsel to whom I shall say,

Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink;
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and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink

also : let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy

servant Isaac: and thereby shall I know that thou hast

shewed kindness unto my master.

And it came to pass, before he had done speaking,

that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to

Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s

brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the

damsel was very fair to look upon. And she went down
to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. And
the servant ran to meet her, and said. Let me, I pray

thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. And she said.

Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her

pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. And when
she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw

water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking.

And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the

trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, and

drew for all his camels. And the man, wondering at her,

held his peace, to wit whether the Lord had made his

journey prosperous or not. And it came to pass, as the

camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden

ear-ring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for

her hands of ten shekels weight of gold
;
and said.

Whose daughter art thou? Tell me, I pray thee: is there

room in thy father’s house for us to lodge in? And she

said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of

Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor. She said moreover
unto him, We have both straw and provender enough,

and room to lodge in. And the man bowed down his
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whose land I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my father’s

house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son.

And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman
will not follow me. And he said unto me, The Lord,

before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and

prosper thy way
;
and thou shalt take a wife for my son

of my kindred, and of my father’s house. And I came

this day unto the well, and said, O Lord God of my
master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which

I go: behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall

come to pass that when the maid cometh forth to draw

water, and I say to her. Give me, I pray thee, a little

water of thy pitcher to drink
;
and she say to me. Both

drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels : let the

same be the woman whom the Lord hath appointed out

for my master’s son. And before I had done speaking

in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her

pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the

well, and drew water: and I said unto her. Let me drink,

I pray thee. And she made haste, and let down her

pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will

give thy camels drink also : so I drank, and she made the

camels drink also. And I asked her, and said. Whose
daughter art thou? And she said. The daughter of

Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bare unto him : and
I put the ear-ring upon her face, and the bracelets

upon her hands. And I bowed down my head, and
worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my
master Abraham, which had led me in the right way to

take my master’s brother’s daughter unto his son. And
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now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell

me : and if not, tell me ; that I may turn to the right hand,

or to the left.

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The
thing proceedeth from the Lord: we cannot speak

unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah is before thee,

take her, and go, and let her be thy master’s son’s

wife, as the Lord hath spoken. And it came to pass

that, when Abraham’s servant heard their words, he

worshipped the Lord, bowing himself to the earth.

And the servant brought forthjewels of silver, andjewels

of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he

gave also to her brother and to her mother precious

things. And they did eat and drink, he and the men that

were with him, and tarried all night
;
and they rose up

in the morning, and he said. Send me away unto my
master. And her brother and her mother said. Let the

damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after

that she shall go. And he said unto them. Hinder me
not, seeing the Lord hath prospered my way

;
send me

away that I may go to my master. And they said. We
will call the damsel, and inquire at her mouth. And they

called Rebekah, and said unto her. Wilt thou go with

this man? And she said, I will go.

And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her

nurse, and Abraham’s servant, and his men. And they

blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister

;

be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let

thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them.

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels,and theyrode upon
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the camels, and followed the man: and the servant took

Rebekah, and went his way.

And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi;

for he dwelt in the south country. And Isaac went out

to meditate in the field at the eventide : and he lifted

up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were

coming. And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when
she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. For she had

said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in

the field to meet us? And the servant had said. It is

my master: therefore she took a veil, and covered her-

self. And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent,

and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he

loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s

death. genesis xxiv. 1-4, 10-40, 42-65, 67

THE TWIN SONS OF ISAAC

The boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter,

a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man,
dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved Esau, because he did

cat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.

And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the

field, and he was faint : and Esau said to Jacob, Feed me,
I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint:

therefore was his name called Edom. And Jacob said.

Sell me this day thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold,
I am at the point to die : and what profit shall this birth-

right do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day;
and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of
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lentils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went

his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

*> GENESIS XXV. 27-34

And it came to pass that when Isaac was old, and his

eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau

his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said

unto him. Behold, here am I. And he said, Behold now,

I am old, I know not the day ofmy death : now therefore

take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow,

and go out to the field, and take me some venison; and

make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to

me, that I may eat
;
that my soul may bless thee before

I die. And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau

his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison,

and to bring it.

And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying. Be-

hold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother,

saying. Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat,

that I may eat, and bless thee before the Lord before

my death. Now therefore, my son, obey my voice

according to that which I command thee. Go now to

the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of

the goats
;
and I will make them savoury meat for thy

father, such as he loveth: and thou shalt bring it to thy

father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee

before his death. And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother.

Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a

smooth man: my father peradventure will feel me, and

I shall seem to him as a deceiver
;
and I shallbring a curse

upon me, and not a blessing. And his mother said unto
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him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my
voice, and go fetch me them. And he went, and fetched,

and brought them to his mother: and his mother made

savoury meat, such as his father loved. And Rebekah

took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were

with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her

younger son: and she put the skins of the kids of the

goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck:

and she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she

had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

And he came unto his father, and said. My father:

and he said, Here am I
;
who art thou, my son? And

Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy first-born; I

have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray

thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless

me. And Isaac said unto his son. How is it that thou

hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said. Because

the Lord thy God brought it to me. And Isaac said unto

Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my
son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not. And
Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him,
and said, The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are

the hands of Esau. And he discerned him not, because
his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands: so he
blessed him. And he said. Art thou my very son Esau?
And he said, I am. And he said, Bring it near to me, and
I will eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may bless

thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat:

and he brought him wine, and he drank. And his father

Isaac said unto him. Come near now, and kiss me.
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my son. And he came near, and kissed him: and

he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him,

and said,

See, the smell of my son

Is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath

blessed

:

Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven,

And the fatness of the earth.

And plenty of corn and wine

:

Let people serve thee.

And nations bow down to thee:

Be lord over thy brethren.

And let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee:

Cursed be every one that curseth thee.

And blessed be he that blesseth thee.

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an

end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out

from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his

brother came in from his hunting. And he also had

made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and

said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his

son’s venison, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac

his father said unto him. Who art thou? And he said,

I am thy son, thy first-bom Esau. And Isaac trembled

very exceedingly, and said. Who? Where is he that hath

taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of

all before thou earnest, and have blessed him? yea, and

he shall be blessed. And when Esau heard the words

of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter

cry, and said unto his father. Bless me, even me also, O
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my father. And he said, Thy brother came with subtlety,

and hath taken away thy blessing. And he said. Is not

he rightly named Jacob ? for he hath supplanted me these

two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold,

now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said. Hast

thou not reserved a blessing for me? And Isaac an-

swered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him

thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for

servants
;
and with corn and wine have I sustained him

:

and what shall I do now unto thee, my son? And Esau

said unto his father. Hast thou but one blessing, my
father? Bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau

lifted up his voice and wept. And Isaac his father an-

swered and said unto him,

Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness ofthe earth.

And of the dew of heaven from above

;

And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve

thy brother;

And it shall come to pass when thou shalt have

the dominion.

That thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.

And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing where-
with his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart.

The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then
will I slay my brother Jacob. And these words of Esau
her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and
called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him. Be-
hold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort
himself, purposing to kill thee. Now therefore, my son,
obeymy voice

;
and arise, flee thou to Laban, my brother,
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to Haran
;
and tarry with him a few days, until thy

brother’s fury turn away, until thy brother’s anger turn

away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done

to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence.

Why should I be deprived also of you both in one day?

GENESIS xxvii. 1-45

JACOB’S LADDER
AND Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went to-

ward Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place,

and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and

he took of the stones of that place and put them for his

pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he

dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and

the top of it reached to heaven : and behold the angels of

God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the

Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of

Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land

whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou

shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to

the north, and to the south; and in thee and in thy seed

shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold,

I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither

thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for

I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have

spoken to thee of.

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said.

Surely the Lord is in this place
;
and I knew it not. And

he was afraid, and said. How dreadful is this place ! this

is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate
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of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and

took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it

up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. And

he called the name of that place Beth-el. And Jacob

vowed a vow, saying. If God will be with me, and will

keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to

eat and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my
father’s house in peace

;
then shall the Lord be my

God : and this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall

be God’s house : and of all that thou shalt give me I

will surely give the tenth unto thee, genesis xxviii. 10-23

JACOB MEETS RACHEL

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into

the land of the people of the east. And he looked,

and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three

flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they

watered the flocks : and a great stone was upon the well’s

mouth. And thither were all the flocks gathered: and
they rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and watered

the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well’s mouth
in his place. And Jacob said unto them, My brethren,

whence be ye? And they said. Of Haran are we. And
he said unto them, Know ye Laban, the son of Nahor?
And they said. We know him. And he said unto them.
Is he well? And they said. He is well: and, behold,

Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. And he
said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the
cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep,

and go and feed them. And they said. We cannot, until
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all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the

stone from the well’s mouth; then we water the sheep.

And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with

her father’s sheep : for she kept them. And it came to

pass, when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of Laban his

mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s

brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from

the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban, his

mother’s brother. And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted

up his voice, and wept. And Jacob told Rachel that he

was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s son

:

and she ran and told her father. And it came to pass,

when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob, his sister’s son,

that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed

him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban
all these things. And Laban said to him. Surely thou

art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the

space of a month. genesis xxix. 1-14

JOSEPH AND HIS DREAMS
AND Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was

jljL a stranger, in the land of Canaan.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the

flock with his brethren; and Joseph brought unto his

father their evil report. Now Israel loved Joseph more
than all his children, because he was the son of his old

age: and he made him a coat of many colours. And
when his brethren saw that their father loved him more

than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak

peaceably unto him.
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And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his

brethren ; and they hated him yet the more. And he said

unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have

dreamed; for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the

field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright

;

and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made

obeisance to my sheaf. And his brethren said to him,

Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed

have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the

more for his dreams, and for his words.

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his

brethren, and said. Behold, I have dreamed a dream

more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven

stars made obeisance to me. And he told it to his father,

and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and

said unto him. What is this dream that thou hast

dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren

indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?

And his brethren envied him; but his father observed

the saying.

And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in

Shechem. And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy

brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will

send thee unto them. And he said to him. Here am I.

And he said to him. Go, I pray thee, see whether it be
well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and
bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of

Hebron, and he came to Shechem. And a certain man
found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field

:

and the man asked him, saying. What seekest thou?
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And he said, I seek my brethren
;
tell me, I pray thee,

where they feed their flocks. And the man said. They are

departed hence; for I heard them say. Let us go to

Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found

them in Dothan. And when they saw him afar oif, even

before he came near unto them, they conspired against

him to slay him. And they said one to another, Behold,

this dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us

slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say.

Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see

what will become of his dreams. And Reuben heard it,

and he delivered him out of their hands
;
and said. Let

us not kill him. And Reuben said unto them. Shed no

blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness,

and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out

of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his

brethren, that they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his

coat of many colours that was on him; and they took

him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty,

there was no water in it. And they sat down to eat

bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and,

behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead

with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh,

going to carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto

his brethren. What profit is it if we slay our brother,

and conceal his blood? Come, and let us sell him to

the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him;

for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren

were content, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for
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twenty pieces of silver: and they* brought Joseph into

Egypt.

And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold,

Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. And
he returned unto his brethren, and said. The child is

not; and I, whither shall I go? And they took Joseph’s

coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat

in the blood; and they sent the coat of many colours,

and they brought it to their father; and said. This have

we found : know now whether it be thy son’s coat or no.

And he knew it, and said. It is my son’s coat; an evil

beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent

in pieces. And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sack-

cloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many
days. And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to

comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he

said, For I will go down into the grave unto my son

mourning. Thus his father wept for him.

GENESIS XXXvii. 1-35

JOSEPH IN Et^YPT

AND Joseph was brought down to Egypt ; and Poti-

jTV phar, an o£5cer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard,

an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeel-

ites, which had brought him down thither. And the

Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man;
and he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian.

And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and
that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his

hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served
him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all
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What went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft

raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in

kings’ houses. matthew xi. 8

A crowd

And he came down with them, and stood in the plain,

and the company of his disciples, and a great multitude

of people out of all Judsea and Jerusalem, and from the

sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, -

and to be healed of their diseases; and they that were

vexed with unclean spirits : and they were healed. And
the whole multitude sought to touch him : for there went

virtue out of him and healed them all. luxe vi. 17-19

FISHING ON THE LAKE
The first fishermen

NOW as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw

Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into

the sea: for they were fishers,. And when he had gone a

little farther thence, he saw James the son of Zebr'^ee,

and John his brother, who also were in the ship mendng
their nets. maek i. 16, 19

Breaking nets

And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon
him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of

Gennesaret, and saw two ships standing by the lake:

but the fishermen were gone out of them and were
washing their nets. And he entered into one of the

ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him that hewould
thrust out a little from the land. And h^sat do\^ and
taught the people out of the ship. Now whenTie had
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left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the

deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon

answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the

night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word

I will let down the net. And when they had this done,

they inclosed a great multitude of fishes : and their net

brake. And they beckoned unto their partners, which

were in the other ship, that they should come and help

them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that

they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell

down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am
a sinful man, 0 Lord. For he was astonished, and all

that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which

they had taken: and so was also James, and John, the

sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou

shalt catch men. And when they had brought their

ships to land, they forsook ail, and followed him.

LUKE V. I-II

After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the

disciples at the sea of Tiberias
;
and on this wise shewed

he himself. There were together Simon Peter, and
Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in

Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his

disciples. Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a-fishing.

They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went
forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that

night they caught nothing. But when the morning was
now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples

knew not that it was Jesus. Then Jesus saith unto them,
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Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

And he said unto them. Cast the net on the right side

of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and

now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of

fishes. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith

unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter

heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto

him (for he Was nahed) and did cast himself into the

sea. And the other disciples came in a little ship (for

they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred

cubits), dragging the net with fishes. As soon then as

they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there,

and fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith unto them.

Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. Simon

Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great

fishes, an hundred and fifty and three : and for all there

were so many, yet was not the net broken, john xxi. i-ii

Hauling the seine

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was

cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind : which,

when it was full, they drew to the shore, and sat down,

and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad

away. matthew xiii. 47, 48

RELIGIOUS TRAINING
The Synagogue

eE came to Nazareth, where he had been brought

up : and, as his custom was, he went into the

synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

LUKE iv. 16
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Prayer

He spake a parable unto them to this end, that mei

ought always to pray, and not to faint. luke xviii.

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as th(

heathen do: for they think that they shall be hean

for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unt(

them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have

need of, before ye ask him. matthew vi. 7, s



D^rs
! THE LIFE OF JESUS
jTHE BAPTISM

I
T came to pass in those days that Jesus came from

Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in

Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water,

he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove

descending upon him: and there came a voice from

bieaven, saying. Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I

im well pleased. mark i. 9-11

NAZARETH

eE went out from thence, and came into his own
country; and his disciples follow him. And when

he sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the

ynagogue : and many hearing him were astonished, say-

ig. From whence hath this man these things? and what

isdom is this which is given unto him, that even such

lighty works are wrought by his hands? Is not this the

irpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and

'ses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters

;re with us? And they were offended at him. But

sus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour,

It in his own country, and among his own kin, and in

3 own house. And he could there do no mighty work,

ire that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and

aled them. And he marvelled because of their un-

lief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.

MARK vi. 1-6
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A PARALYTIC MAN

H e entered into Capernaum, after some days
; and

it was noised that he was in the house. And
straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that
there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as
about the door: and he preached the word unto them.
And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy'
which was borne of four. And when they could not
come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the
roof where he was: and when they had broken it up
they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay!
When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the
palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were
certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their
hearts. Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies?
who can forgive sins but God only? And immediately
when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned
Mothin themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye
these things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say
O t e sick of the palsy, Thy sins are forgiven thee : or
to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that
ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth
to for^ve sms, (he saith to the sick of the palsy) I say
unto ftee, ^tse, and take up thy bed, and go% way

A 1,^“' munediately he arose, took up
he bed, and went fo^ before them all; insomuch that

y were all amaaed, and glorified God, saying Wenever saw .ton this fashion.
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MANY AT EVENTIDE

And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into

w Simon’s house. And Simon’s wife’s mother was

taken with a great fever
;
and they besought him for her.

And he stood over her and rebuked the fever; and it

left her: and immediately she arose and ministered unto

them. Now when the sun was setting, all they that had

any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him

;

and he laid his hand on every one of them, and healed

them. And devils also came out of many, crying out,

and saying. Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he

rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they

knew that he was Christ. luke iv. 38-41

THE LEPER

There came a leper to him, beseeching him, and

kneeling down to him, and saying unto him. If thou

wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus, moved with

compassion, put forth his hand and touched him, and

saith unto him, I will; be thou clean. And as soon as

he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from

him, and he was cleansed. And he straitly charged him,

and forthwith sent him away; and saith unto him, See

thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew

thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those

things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto

them. But he went out, and began to publish it much,

and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus

could no more openly enter into the city, but was with-
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out in desert places : and they came to him from every

quarter. mark i. 40-45

THE BENT WOMAN
AND, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit

of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed to-

gether, and could in no wise lift up herself. And when
Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her,

Woman, thou art loosed from thine infiirmity. And he

laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made
straight, and glorified God. And the ruler of the syna-

gogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus

had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people.

There are six days in which men ought to work : in them
therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath

day. The Lord then answered him, and said. Thou
hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose

his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to

watering? And ought not this woman, being a daughter

of Abraham,whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen

years, to be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

And when he had said these things, all his adversaries

were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the

glorious things that were done by him. luke xiii. 11-17

THE CENTURION’S SERVANT

NOW when he had ended all his sayings in the

audience of the people, he entered into Capernaum,
And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto
him, was sick, and ready to die. And when he heard of
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Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseech-

ing him that he would come and heal his servant. And
when they came to Jesus, they besought him earnestly,

saying that he was worthy for whom he should do this:

For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a syna-

gogue. Then Jesus went with them. And when he was

now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends

to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself, for

I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my
roof: wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to

come unto thee : but say in a word, and my servant shall

be healed. For I also am a man set under authority,

having under me soldiers, and I say unto one. Go, and

he goeth; and to another. Come, and he cometh; and

to my servant. Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus

heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him
about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say

unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in

Israel. And they that were sent, returning to the house,

found the servant whole that had been sick.

LUKE vii. I-IO

THE FAITH OF THE SICK

WHEN they were gone over, they came into the

land of Gennesaret. And when the men of that

place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that

country round about, and brought unto him all that

were diseased; and besought him that they might only

touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched

were made perfectly whole. matthbw sdv. 34-36
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THE RICH YOUNG RULER

A CERTAIN ruler asked him, saying, Good Master,

what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus

said unto him. Why callest thou me good? none is good,

save one, that is, God. Thou knowest the command-

ments, Do not commit adultery. Do not kill, Do not

steal. Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and
* thy mother. And he said, All these have I kept from my

youth up. Now when Jesus heard these things, he said

unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou

hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have

treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. And when
he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very

rich. And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful,

he said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter

into the kingdom of God I luke xviii. 18-24

‘SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN...’

And they brought young children to him, that he
. should touch them : and his disciples rebuked those

that brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much
displeased, and said unto them. Suffer the little children

to come unto me, and forbid them not : for of such is the

kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child,

he shall not enter therein,

JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER
A ND when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto

the other side, much people gathered unto him:

MARK X.
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and he was nigh unto the sea. And, behold, there cometh

one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name
;
and

wheft he saw him, he fell at his feet, and besought him
greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of

death : I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that

she may be healed
;
and she shall live. And Jesus went

with him; and much people followed him, and thronged

him. There came from the ruler of the synagogue’s

house certain which said. Thy daughter is dead : why
troublest thou the Master any further? As soon as Jesus

heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler

of the synagogue. Be not afraid, only believe. And he

suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James,

and John the brother of James.

And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the syna-

gogue, and seeth the tumult and them that wept and

wailed greatly. And when he was come in, he saith unto

them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is

not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn.

But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father

and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with

him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. And
he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her,

Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I

say unto thee, arise. And straightway the damsel arose,

and walked
;
for she was of the age of twelve years. And

they were astonished with a great astonishment. And
he charged them straitly that no man should know it;

and commanded that something should be given her

to eat. MARK V. 31-24, 35-43
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MESSENGERS FROM JOHN
AND John, calling unto him two of his disciples, sent

l\. them to Jesus, saying,Art thou he that should come,

or look we for another? When the men were come unto

him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee,

saying. Art thou he that should come, or look we for

another? And in that same hour he cured many of their

infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto

many that were blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answer-

ing said unto them. Go your way, and tell John what

things ye have seen and heard
;
how that the blind see,

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the

dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. And
blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

And when the messengers of John were departed, he

began to speak unto the people concerning John, What
went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed

shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to see?

A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are

gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings’

courts. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet?

Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet.

This is he, of whom it is written.

Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,

Which shall prepare thy way before thee.

For I say unto you, Among those that are bom of

women there is not a greater prophet than John the

Baptist : but he that is least in the kingdom of God is

greater than he, luke vii. 19-28
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BLIND BARTIM^US

They came to Jericho: and as he went out of

Jericho with his disciples and a great number of

people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by

the highway side begging. And when he heard that it

was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say,

Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And many
charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried

the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy

on me. And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to

be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him,

Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. And he, cast-

ing away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. And
Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that

I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him,

Lord, that I might receive my sight. And Jesus said

unto him. Go thy way
;
thy faith hath made thee whole.

And immediately he received his sight, and followed

Jesus in the way. mark x. 46-52

ANOTHER BLIND MAN
AND he cometh to Bethsaida ; and they bring a blind

J7\. man unto him, and besought him to touch him.

And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out

of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put

his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.

And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.

After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and

made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every
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man clearly. And he sent him away to his house, saying.

Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.
MARK viii. 22-26

PUBLICANS AND SINNERS
AS he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphseus

jljL sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him.

Follow me. And he arose and followed him. And it

came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house,

many pubUcans and sinners sat also together with Jesus

and his disciples : for there were many, and they followed

him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat

with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples,

How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans

and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them,

They that are whole have no need of the physician, but

they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but

sinners to repentance. And the disciples of John and

of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say

unto him. Why do the disciples of John and of the

Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus

said unto them, Can the children of the bride-chamber

fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they

have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. But
the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken

away from them, and then they shall fast in those days.

No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old

garment : else the new piece that filled it up taketh away
from the old, and the rent is made worse. And no man
putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine
doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the
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bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into

new bottles. mark ii. 14-22

IN THE CORN FIELDS

And it came to pass, that he went through the com
.. fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began,

as they went, to pluck the ears of com. And the Phari-

sees said unto him. Behold, why do they on the sabbath

day that which is not lawful? And he said unto them.

Have ye never read what David did, when he had need

and was an hungred, he and they that were with him?

How he went into the house of God in the days of

Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread,

which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave

also to them which were with him? And he said unto

them. The sabbath was made for man, and not man for

the sabbath: therefore the Son of man is Lord also of

the sabbath, mark ii. 23-28

THE MISSION OF THE DISCIPLES

WHEN he saw the multitudes, he was moved with

compassion on them, because they fainted, and

were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

MATTHEW ix. 36

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave

them power and authority over all devils, and to cure

diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of

God, and to heal the sick. And he said unto them. Take

nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip,

neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats

apiece. And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide.
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and thence depart. And whosoever 'mil not receive you,

when ye go out of that city, shake ofF the very dust from

your feet for a testimony against them. And they de-

parted, and went through the towns, preaching the

gospel, and healing everywhere. LUKE ix. i-6

THE CONFESSION OP PETER

AND it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his

±\. disciples were with him: and he asked them, say-

ing, Whom say the people that I am? They answering

said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others

say that one of the old prophets is risen again. He said

unto them, But whom say ye that lam? Peter answering

said. The Christ of God. And he straitly charged them,

and commanded them to tell no man that thing; saying.

The Son of man must suffer many things, and be re-

jected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be

slain, and be raised the third day. And he said to them
all. If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,

and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whoso-
ever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will

lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For
what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world,

and lose himself, or be cast away? For whosoever shall

be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the

Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own
glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels. But
I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which
shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.

LUKE ix. 18-27
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THE TRANSFIGURATION
AND it came to pass about an eight days after these

l\. sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and

went up into a mountain to pray. And as he prayed,

the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his

raiment was white and glistering. And, behold, there

talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias:

who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which

he should accomplish at Jerusalem.

But Peter and they that were with him were heavy

with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his

glory, and the two men that stood with him. And it

came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said

unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let

us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for

Moses, and one for Elias : not knowing what he said.

While he thus spake, there came a cloud and over-

shadowed them: and they feared as they entered into

the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloud,

saying. This is my beloved Son: hear him. And when
the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they

kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those

things which they had seen. lukeIx. 28-36

THE DEMONIAC BOY
AND when he came to his disciples, he saw a great

jTjL multitude about them, and the scribes questioning

with them. And straightway all the people, when they

beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him
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saluted him. And he asked the scribes, What question

ye with them? And one of the multitude answered and

said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which

hath a dumb spirit; and wheresoever he taketh him,

he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his

teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that

they should cast him out; and they could not. He
answereth him, and saith, 0 faithless generation, how
long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you?

bring him unto me.

And they brought him unto him: and when he saw

him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the

ground, and wallowed foaming. And he asked his father.

How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he

said. Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into

the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if

thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and
help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou canst! All things

are possible to him that believeth. And straightway the

father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord,
I believe; help thou mine unbelief.

When Jesus saw that the people came running to-

gether, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him,
Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of
him, and enter no more into him. And the spirit cried,

and rent him sore, and came out of him : and he was as

onedead
; insomuch that many said,He isdead. But Jesus

took him by the hand, and Hfted him up
;
and he arose.

MARK ix. 14-27
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THE SAMARITAN VILLAGE

4 ND it came to pass, when the time was come that

jcV he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face

to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers before his

face: and they went, and entered into a village of the

Samaritans, to make ready for him. And they did not

receive him, because his face was as though he would

go to Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and

John saw this, they said. Lord, wilt thou that we com-

mand fire to come down from heaven, and consume

them, even as Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked

them, and said. Ye know not what manner of spirit ye

are of. For the Son of man is not come to destroy

men’s fives, but to save them. And they went to another

village.

And it came to pass that, as they went in the way, a

certain man said unto him. Lord, I will follow thee

whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus said unto him,

Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but

the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. And he

said unto another, Follow me. But he said. Lord, suffer

me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him,

Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach

the kingdom of God. And another also said. Lord, I will

follow thee
;
but let me first go bid them farewell, which

are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him. No
man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking

back, is fit for the kingdom of God. luke be. 51-63
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WASHING HIS FEET

ONE of the Pharisees desired him that he would

eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s

houses aitd sat down to meat. And, behold, a woman in

the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus

sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster

box of ointment, and stood at his feet behind him

weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did

wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his

feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when

the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake

within himself, sapng. This man, if he were a prophet,

would have known who and what manner of woman
this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have

somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith. Master, say

on. There was a certain creditor which had two debtors:

the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.

And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave

them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love

him most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that

he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him.

Thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to the woman,
and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered

into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet :

but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them
with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss : but
this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to

kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint:

but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.
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Wherefore I say unto thee, her sins, which are many,

are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is

forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her,

Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at meat with

him began to say within themselves. Who is this that

forgiveth sins also? And he said to the woman, Thy
faith hath saved thee; go in peace. luke vii. 36-50
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THE CALL OF THE DISCIPLES

NOW after that John was put in prison, Jesus came

into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom

of God, and saying. The time is fulfilled, and the king-

dom of God is at hand : repent ye, and believe the gospel.

Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon

and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea : for

they were fishers. And Jesus said unto them. Come ye

after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.

And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed

him. And when he had gone a little farther thence, he

saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother,

who also were in the ship mending their nets. And
straightway he called them: and they left their father

Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went
after him. mark!. 14-20

And it came to pass in those days that he went out

into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in

prayer to God. And when it was day, he called unto him
his disciples; and of them he chose twelve, whom also

he named apostles : Simon (whom he also named Peter),

and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and
Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James the son
of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes, and Judas the

brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the

traitor. luke vi. 12-16
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And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the

naultitude resorted unto him, and he taught them. And
as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphasus sitting

at the receipt of custom, and he said unto him. Follow

me. And he arose and followed him. And it came to

pass that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many
publicans and siimers sat also together with Jesus and

his disciples: for there were many, and they followed

him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat

with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples.

How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans

and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them.

They that are whole have no need of the physician, but

they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but

sinners to repentance. mark ii. 13-17

The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye

say. Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber, a

friend of publicans and sinners !—Butwisdom is justified

of all her children. luke vii. 34, 35

Again, the next day after, John stood, and two of his

disciples
;
and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith.

Behold the Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard

him speak, and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned,

and saw them following, and saith unto them, What
seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi (which is to say,

being interpreted. Master), where dwellest thou? He
saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw

where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was
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about the tenth hour. One of the two which heard John

speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s

brother. He first findeth his own brother Simon, and

saith unto him, We have found the Messiah, which is,

being interpreted, the Christ. And he brought him to

Jesus, And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art

Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas,

which is by interpretation, a stone. The day following

Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip,

and saith unto him. Follow me. Now Philip was of

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter., Philip findeth

Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of

whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write,

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael

said unto him. Can there any good thing come out of

Nazareth? Philip saith unto him. Come and see. Jesus

saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him. Behold

an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! Nathanael

saith unto him. Whence knowest thou me? Jesus an-

swered and said unto him. Before that Philip called thee,

when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Na-
thanael answered and saith unto him. Rabbi, thou art

the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. Jesus

answered and said unto him. Because I said unto thee,

I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? Thou shalt

see greater things than these. And he saith unto him.
Verily, verily, I say unto you. Hereafter ye shall see

heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of man. john i. 35-51
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These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy

might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

This is my commandment, that ye love one another,

as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than

this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are

my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Hence-

forth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth

not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends;

for all things that I have heard ofmy Father I have made
known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I have

chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and

bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain : that

whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he

may give it you. These things I command you, that ye

love one another. john xv. 11-17

MARTHA AND MARY

NOW it came to pass, as they went, that he entered

into a certain village: and a certain woman named
Martha received him into her house. And she had a

sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet and

heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about much
serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not

care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her

therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and

said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and

troubled about many things: but one thing is needful:

and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not

be taken away from her. luke x. 38-42
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ZACCH^US
AND Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And,

a \. behold, there was a man named Zacchseus, which

was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.

And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not

for the press, because he was little of stature. And he

ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see

him : for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came

to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto

him, Zacchjeus, make haste and come down
;
for to-day

I must abide at thy house. And he made haste and

came down, and received him joyfully. And when they

saw it, they all murmured, saying that he was gone to

be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus

stood, and said unto the Lord
;
Behold, Lord, the half

of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any

thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him

fourfold. And Jesus said unto him. This day is salvation

come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of

Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to

save that which was lost. luke xix. i-io

NICODEMUS AND THE COUNCIL

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nico-
demus, a ruler of the Jews : the same came to Jesus

by night, and said unto him. Rabbi, we know that thou
art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these

miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus
answered and said mto him. Verily, verily, I say imto
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thee, except a man be bom again, he cannot see the

kingdom of God, Nicodemus saith unto him. How can

a man be born when he is old? Jesus answered. Verily,

verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water

and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of

God, That which is bom of the flesh is flesh; and that

which is bom of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that

I said unto thee. Ye must be born again. The wind

bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound

thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither

it goeth: so is every one that is bom of the Spirit.

Nicodemus answered and said unto him. How can these

things be? Jesus answered and said unto him. Art

thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, we speak that we do

know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not

our witness. If I have told you earthly things, and ye

believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly

things? And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but

he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man
which is in heaven. john iii. 1-13

Then came the officers to the chief priests and Phari-

sees
;
and they said unto them.Why have ye not brought

him? The officers answered. Never man spake like this

man. Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also

deceived? Have any of the mlers or of the Pharisees

believed on him? But this people who knoweth not the

law are cursed. Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that

came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) Doth our



42 THE children’s BIBLE

law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what

he doeth? They answered and said unto him, Art thou

also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee

ariseth no prophet. And every man went unto his own
house. JOHN vii. 45-53



VA^A'BLES
THE SOWER

The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat

by the sea side. And great multitudes were ga-

thered together unto him, so that he went into a ship,

and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying,

Behold, a sower went forth to sow; and when he

sowed, some seeds fell by the way-side, and the fowls

came and devoured them up: some fell upon stony

places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith

they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:

and when the sun was up, they were scorched; and

because they had no root, they withered away. And
some fell among thorns

;
and the thorns sprung up, and

choked them: but other fell into good ground, and

brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixty-

fold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear.

And the disciples came, and said unto him. Why
speakest thou unto them in parables? He answered and

said unto them. Because it is given unto you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it

is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given,

and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath

not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they

seeing see not ;
and hearing they hear not, neither do they
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understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of

Esaias, which saith,

By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand

;

And seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive

:

For this people’s heart is waxed gross,

And their ears are dull of hearing,

And their eyes they have closed

;

Lest at any time they should see with their eyes,

And hear with their ears,

And should understand with their heart,

And should be converted.

And I should heal them.

But blessed are your eyes, for they see : and your ears, for

they hear. For verily I say unto you that many pro-

phets and righteous men have desired to see those things

which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those

things which ye hear, and have not heard them.

Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When
anyone heareth the word of the kingdom and under-

standeth it not, thencometh the wicked one, and catcheth

away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which
received seed by the way-side. But he that received the

seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the

word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not

root in himself, but dureth for a while : for when tribu-

lation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by
and by he is offended. He also that received seed among
the thorns is he that heareth the word

;
and the care of

this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the

word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that received
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seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word
and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and

bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. matthew xiii. 1-23

THE TARES AND OTHER PARABLES
ANOTHER parable put he forth unto them, saying,

jCx. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field : but while men slept, his

enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and

went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and

brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So
the servants of the householder came and said unto him,

Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from

whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An
enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him. Wilt

thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said.

Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also

the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the

harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the

reapers. Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them

in bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat into my
barn.

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying. The
kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed,

which a man took, and sowed in his field: which indeed

is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the

greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that

the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches

thereof.
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All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in

parables
;
and without a parable spake he not unto them

:

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the pro-

phet, saying,

I will open my mouth in parables;

I will utter things which have been kept secret from

the foundation of the world.

Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into

the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying.

Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. He
answered and said unto them. He that soweth the good

seed is the Son of man; the field is the world; the good

seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are

the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed

them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world;

and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares

are gathered and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the

end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his

angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all

things that offend, and them which do iniquity. Then
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure

hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he

hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he

hath, and buyeth that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant
man, seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found
one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had,

and bought it.
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that he had he put into his hand. And it came to pass

from the time that he had made him overseer in his

house, and over all that he had, that the Lord blessed

the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake
;
and the blessing

of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, and

in the field. And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand

;

and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he

did eat.

And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.

And it came to pass that his master’s wife cast her eyes

upon Joseph, and spake to Joseph day by day, but he

hearkened not unto her. And she spake unto his master,

saying, The Hebrew servant which thou hast brought

unto us came in unto me to mock me; and his wrath

was kindled. genesis xxxix. i-6

JOSEPH IN PRISON
and Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the

jL\ prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were

bound: and he was there in the prison. But the Lord
was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the

keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the

prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they

did there, he was the doer of it. The keeper of the prison

looked not to anjrthing that was under his hand
;
because

the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the

Lord made it to prosper.

And it came to pass after these things that

of tire king of Egypt and his baker had offei
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lord, the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against

two of his officers, against the chief of the butlers and

against the chief of the bakers. And he put them in

ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the

prison, the place where Joseph was bound. And the

captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he

served them: and they continued a season in ward.

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man
his dream in one night, each man according to the inter-

pretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the

king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison. And
Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked

upon them, and, behold, they were sad. And he asked

Pharaoh’s officers that were with him in the ward of his

lord’s house, saying. Wherefore look ye so sadly to-day?

And,they said unto him. We have dreamed a dream, and

there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them.

Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I

pray you. And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph,

and said to him. In my dream, behold, a vine was before

me; and in the vine were three branches: and it was as

though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth
;
and the

clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes: and Pha-

raoh’s cup was in my hand : and I took the grapes, and

pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup
into Pharaoh’s hand. And Joseph said unto him. This

is the interpretation of it: the three branches are three

days
:
yet within' three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine

head, and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt

deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after the former
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mmner when thou wast his butler. But think on mewhen It shall be well with thee, and shew kindness Ipray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto
rbaraoh, and bring me out of this house: for indeed Iwas stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and
ere also have I done nothing that they should put memto the dungeon. When the chief baker saw tL the

interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I also was
^ baskets onmy head, and in the uppermost basket there was of aUmanner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did

thein out of the basket upon my head. And Josephanswered and said. This is the interpretation thereof:

shill pT
three days: yet within three days

shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall

which was Pha-

if Ac V f ,!

* *'= >>utler and

the*h- f‘f
And he restored

the chref butler unto his butlership again; and he gavecup nito Pharaoh’s hand: but he hanged the chief
baker as Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet did notthe chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.

JOSEPH’S RELEASE
« srids. ao-aj
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and It came to pass at the end of two full years, that

lll’t h ‘’y
nd, behold, there came up out of the river seven
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weU favoured ktemd&t-fleshed^ and th^Tfed^meadow. Md, behold, seven other kine came up afteraem out of the river, ill favoured and leau-fleshS-td

the ill favoured and lean-fleshed kine did eat uo tL

sevm l!?„f
*'““'**

behoU

to od. And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted whhthe east wind sprung up after them. And the seven thhears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pha«oh awoke and, behold, it was a dream. And it^to pass m the morning that his spirit was tabled^dhe sent and called for all the magicians ofw’ Sd
^

the TOe men thereof: and Pharaoh toldSm Ms

«rpLmolf

with his servants and
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And there^Xthem with'
o7his^S!!

ing to his ZtTZT ““'**
as he interpreted to us so it wa.. t,

pass,

nme oiEce, and him he hanged.
’ “ ™*°

hen Pharaohsentandcalled Joseph,andtheybrought
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him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself,

and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh,

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream,

and there is none that can interpret it : and I have heard

say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to inter-

pret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not

in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold,

I stood upon the bank of the river: and, behold, there

came up out of the river seven kine, fat-fleshed and well

favoured
;
and they fed in a meadow : and, behold, seven

other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured

and lean-fleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of

Egypt for badness; and the lean and the ill favoured

kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: and when they

had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had

eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as at the

beginning. So I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and,

behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good :

and, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted

with the east wind, sprung up after them ; and the thin

ears devoured the seven good ears ; and I told this unto

the magicians; but there was none that could declare it

to me.

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pha-

raoh is one : God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about

to do. The seven good kine are seven years; and the

seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. And
the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after

them are seven years
;
and the seven empty ears blasted
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with the east wind shall be seven years of famine. This

is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: what

God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. Behold,

there come seven years of great plenty throughout all

the land of Egypt : and there shall arise after them seven

years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in

the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the

land; and the plenty shall not be known in the land by

reason of that famine following; for it shall be very

grievous. And for that the dream was doubled unto

Pharaoh twice
;
it is because the thing is established by

God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. Now there-

fore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and

set him over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and

let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the

fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous

years. And let them gather all the food of those good

years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of

Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. And that

food shall be for store to the land against the seven years

of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the

land perish not through the famine.

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and

in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said unto

his servants. Can we find such a one as this is, a man in

whom the Spirit of God is? And Pharaoh said unto

Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this,

there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: thou shalt

be over my house, and according unto thy word shall

all my people be ruled : only in the throne will I be
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greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See,

I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.
GENESIS xli. I-41

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN

NOW when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt,

Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon

another? And he said. Behold, I have heard that there

is com in Egypt
:
get you down thither, and buy for us

from thence
;
that we may live, and not die.

And Joseph’s ten brethren went down to buy corn in

Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, Jacob sent not

with his brethren; for he said. Lest peradventure mis-

chief befall him. And the sons of Israel came to buy

corn among those that came: for the famine was in the

land of Canaan. And Joseph was the governor over the

land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land:

and Joseph’sbrethren came,and bowed down themselves

before him with their faces to the earth. And Joseph saw

his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself

strange unto them and spake roughly unto them; and

he said unto them. Whence come ye? And they said,

From the land of Canaan to buy food. And Joseph

knew his brethren, but they knew not him. And Joseph

remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and

said unto them. Ye are spies
;
to see the nakedness of the

land ye are come. And they said unto him, Nay, my
lord, but to buy food are thy servants come. We are all

one man’s sons; we are true men, thy servants are no

spies. And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the

nakedness of the land ye are come. And they said. Thy
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servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the

land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day

with our father, and one is not. And Joseph said unto

them, That is it that I spake unto you, saying. Ye are

spies : hereby ye shall be proved : by the life of Pharaoh

ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother

come hither. Send one of you, and let him fetch your

brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words

may be proved, whether there be any truth in you : or

else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. And he

put them all together into ward three days.

And Joseph said unto them the third day. This do,

and live; for I fear God: if ye be true men, let one of

your brethren be bound in the house of your prison
:
go

ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses : but bring

your youngest brother unto me ;
so shall your words be

verified, and ye shall not die. And they said one to

another. We are verily guilty concerning our brother,

in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought

us, and we would not hear
;
therefore is this distress come

upon us. And Reuben answered them, saying. Spake

I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child;

and ye would not hear? Therefore, behold, also his blood

is required. And they knew not that Joseph understood

them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter. And he

turned himself about from them, andwept
;
and returned

to them again, and communed with them, and took from
them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes.

Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks vrith corn,

and to restore every man’s money into his sack, and to
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give them provision for the way : and thus did he unto

them. And they laded their asses with the corn, and

departed thence. And as one of them opened his sack

to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied hismoney

;

for, behold, it was in his sack’s mouth. And he said unto

his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even

in my sack. And their heart failed them, and they were

afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath

done unto us?

And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land

of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them, say-

ing, The man who is the lord of the land spake roughly

to us, and took us for spies of the country. And we said

unto him. We are true men; we are no spies: we be

twelve brethren, sons of our father
;
one is not, and the

youngest is this day with our father in the land of

Canaan. And the man, the lord of the country, said unto

us. Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave one

of your brethren here with me, and take food for the

famine of your households, and be gone: and bring

your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know
that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will

I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the

land.

And it came to pass, as they emptied their sacks, that,

behold, every man’s bundle of money was in his sack:

and when both they and their father saw the bundles of

money, they were afraid. And Jacob their father said

unto them. Me have ye bereaved ofmy children: Joseph

is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin
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away: all these things are against me. And Reuben

spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if 1

bring him not to thee : deliver him into my hand, and

I will bring him to thee again. And he said. My son

shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and

he is left alone : if mischief befall him by the way in the

which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs

with sorrow to the grave.

And the famine was sore in the land. And it came to

pass, when they had eaten up the com which they had

brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them. Go
again, buy us a little food. And Judah spake unto him,

saying. The man did solenanly protest unto us, saying.

Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with

you. If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go

down and buy thee food : but if thou wilt not send him,

we will not go down : for the man said unto us. Ye shall

not see my face, except your brother be with you. And
Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me as to tell

the man whether ye had yet a brother? And they said.

The man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kin-

dred, saying. Is your father yet alive? have ye another

brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these

words: could we certainly know that he would say.

Bring your brother down? And Judah said unto Israel

his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and

go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou,

and also our little ones. I will be surety for him; of my
hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto

thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the
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blame for ever: for except we had lingered, surely now
we had returned this second time.

And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be

so now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land in

your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little

balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and

almonds: and take double money in your hand; and

the money that was brought again in the mouth of your

sacks, carry it again in your hand; peradventure it was

an oversight : take also your brother, and arise, go again

unto the man: and God Almighty give you mercy

before the man, that he may send away your other

brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved ofmy children,

I am bereaved.

And the men took that present, and they took double

money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and

went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. And
when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the

ruler of his house. Bring these men home, and slay, and

make ready
;
for these men shall dine with me at noon.

And the man did as Joseph bade
;
and the man brought

the men into Joseph’s house. And the men were afraid,

because they were brought into Joseph’s house; and

they said. Because of the money that was returned in

our sacks at the first time are we brought in
;
that he may

seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us

for bondmen, and our asses.

And they came near to the steward of Joseph’s house,

and they communed with him at the door of the house,

and said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to
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buy food : and it came to pass, when we came to the inn,

that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man’s

money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full

weight : and we have brought it again in our hand. And
other money have we brought down in our hands to

buy food: we cannot tell who put our money in our

sacks. And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your

God, and the God of your father, hath given you

treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he

brought Simeon out unto them. And the man brought

the men into Joseph’s house, and gave them water, and

they washed their feet; and he gave their asses

provender. And they made ready the present against

Joseph came at noon : for they heard that they should

eat bread there.

And when Joseph came home, they brought him the

present which was in their hand into the house, and

bowed themselves to him to the earth. And he asked

them of their welfare, and said. Is your father well, the

old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? And they

answered. Thy servant our father is in good health, he

is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and
made obeisance. And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his

brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said. Is this

your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And
he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. And Joseph

made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother:

and he sought where to weep; and he entered into Ms
chanjber, and wept there.

And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained
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himself, and said, Set on bread. And they set on for

him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for

the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves

:

because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the

Hebrews ;
for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians.

And they sat before him, the first-born according to his

birthright, and the youngest according to his youth:

and the men marvelled one at another. And he took

and sent messes unto them from before him: but

Benjamin’s mess was five times so much as any of theirs.

And they drank, and were merry with him.

And he commanded the steward of his house, saying,

Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can

carry, and put every man’s money in his sack’s mouth.

And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of

the youngest, and his corn money. And he did accord-

ing to the word that Joseph had spoken. As soon as the

morning was light, the men were sent away, they and

their asses. And when they were gone out of the city,

and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward. Up,

follow after the men ;
and when thou dost overtake them,

say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for

good? Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and

whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so

doing.

And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these

same words. And they said unto him. Wherefore saith

my lord these words? God forbid that thy servants

should do according to this thing: behold, the money
which we found in our sacks’ mouths we brought again
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unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should

we steal out of thy lord’s house silver or gold? With

whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him

die, and we also will be my lord’s bondmen. And he

said. Now also let it be according unto your words: he

with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall

be blameless. Then they speedily took down every man
his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack.

And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the

youngest : and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his

ass, and returned to the city.

And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s house

;

for he was yet there: and they fell before him on the

ground. And Joseph said unto them. What deed is this

that ye have done? Wot ye not that such a man as I can

certainly divine? And Judah said. What shall we say

unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we
clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy

servants: behold, we are my lord’s servants, both we,

and he also with whom the cup is found. And he said,

God forbid that I should do so : but the man in whose

hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as

for you, get you up in peace unto your father. Then
Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let

thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord’s ears,

and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for

thou art even as Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants,

saying. Have ye a father, or a brother? And we said

unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child
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of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and

he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.

And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down
unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. And we
said unto my lord. The lad cannot leave his father: for

if he should leave his father, his father would die. And
thou saidst unto thy servants. Except your youngest

brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no

more. And it came to pass when we came up unto thy

servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.

And our father said. Go again, and buy us a little food.

And we said. We cannot go down: if our youngest

brother be with us, then will we go down: for we may
not see the man’s face, except our youngest brother be

with us. And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye
know that my wife bare me two sons : and the one went

out from me, and I said. Surely he is tom in pieces
;
and

I saw him not since: and if ye take this also from me,

and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray

hairs with sorrow to the grave. Now therefore when I

come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with

us ;
seeing that his life is bound up in the lad’s life

;
it

shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with

us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down
the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to

the grave. For thy servant became surety for the lad

unto my father, saying. If I bring him not unto thee,

then I shall bear the blame to my father for ever. Now
therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of

the lad a bondman to my lord ; and let the lad go up with
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his brethren. For how shall I go up to my father, and

the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil

that shall come on my father.

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them

that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go

out from me. And there stood no man with him, while

Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. And he

wept aloud : and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh

heard. And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph

;

doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not

answer him
;
for they were troubled at his presence.

And Joseph said unto his brethren. Come near to me,

I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am
Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now
therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that

ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to

preserve life. For these two years hath the famine been

in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which

there shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God sent

me before you to preserve you a posterityin the earth,and

to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was
not you that sent me hither, but God : and he hath made
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a

ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go

up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy

son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come
down unto me, tarry not : and thou shalt dwell in the land

of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy
children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and
thy herds, and all that thou hast : and there will I nourish
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thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou,

and thy household, and all that thou hast come to

poverty. And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of

my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh

unto you. And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in

Egypt, and of all that ye have seen
;
and ye shall haste

and bring down my father hither. And he fell upon his

brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept
upon his neck. Moreover he kissed ail his brethren, and
wept upon them : and after that his brethren talked with

him.

And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house,

saying, Joseph’s brethren are come: and it pleased Pha-

raoh well, and his servants. And Pharaoh said unto

Joseph, Say unto thy brethren. This do ye; lade your

beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan; and
take your father and your households, and come unto

me : and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt,

and ye shall eat the fat of the land. Now thou art com-
manded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of

Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring

your father, and come. Also regard not your stuff; for

the good of all the land of Egypt is yours. And the

children of Israel did so : and Joseph gave them wagons,

according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave

them provision for the way. To all of them he gave each

man changes of raiment
;
but to Benjamin he gave three

hundred pieces of silver and five changes of raiment.

And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses

laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses
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laden with corn and bread and meat for his father by

the way. So he sent his brethren away, and they de-

parted : and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out

by the way.

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the

land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, and told him,

saying, Joseph is yet alive, and is governor over all the

land of Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he be-

lieved them not. And they told him all the words of

Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw

the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the

spirit of Jacob their father revived: and Israel said, It

is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see

him before I die. genesis xlii-xlv

JACOB GOES TO EGYPT
AND he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct

JlIl his face unto Goshen; and they came into the land

of Goshen. And Joseph made ready his chariot, and

went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and pre-

sented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and

wept on his neck a good while. And Israel said unto

Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face,

because thou art yet alive. genesis xlvi. 28-30

And Joseph placed his father, and his brethren, and

gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the

best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh

had commanded. And Joseph nourished his father, and

his brethren, and all his father’s household, with bread,

according to their families. genesis xlvii. ii, 12
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MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES

The children of Israel were fruitful, and increased

abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding

mighty; and the land was filled with them.

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which

knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people. Behold,

the people ofthe children of Israel are more and mightier

than we : come on, let us deal wisely with them
;
lest they

multiply, -and it come to pass, that, when there falleth

out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight

against us, and so get them up out of the land. Therefore

they did set over them task-masters to afflict them with

their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure

cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they afflicted

them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they

were grieved because of the children of Israel. And
Pharaoh charged all his people, saying. Every son of the

Hebrews that is born ye shall cast into the river, and

every daughter ye shall save alive.

And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took

to wife a daughter of Levi. And the woman bare a

son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child,

she hid him three months. And when she could not

longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes,

and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the

child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s

brink. And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would

be done to him.

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash
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herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the

river’s side
; and when she saw the ark among the flags,

she sent her maid to fetch it. And when she had opened

it, she saw the child : and, behold, the babe wept. And
she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of

the Hebrews’ children. Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s

daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the

Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?

And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her. Go. And the maid

went and called the child’s mother. And Pharaoh’s

daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse

it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman
took the child, and nursed it. And the child grew, and

she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became

her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said,

Because I drew him out of the water.

EXODUS i. 7-12, 22; ii. i-io

THE BURNING BUSH
y\ND it came to pass in those days, when Moses was
xjL grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and
looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian

smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked

this way and that way, and when he saw that there was
no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

And when he went out the second day, behold, two men
of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that

did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? And
he said. Who made thee a prince and a judge over us?

Intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian?

And Moses feared, and said. Surely this thing is known.
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Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to

slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh,

and dwelt in the land of Midian.

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law,

the priest of Midian: and he led the flock beyond the

desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame

of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and,

behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not

consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside and

see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And
when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said,

Moses, Moses. And he said. Here am 1. And he said,

Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet,

for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.

Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And
Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction ofmy
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by

reason of their task-masters; for I know their sorrows;

and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of

the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto

a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk

and honey. Come now therefore, and I will send thee

unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people

the children of Israel out of Egypt.

EXODUS ii. ii-is; iii. i-8, lo
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THE PASSOVER
AND the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the

1 \. land of Egypt, saying, This month shall be unto

you the beginning of months : it shall be the first month

of the year to you. Speak ye unto all the congregation

of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they

shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the

house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: and if the

household be too little for the lamb, let him and his

neighbour next unto his house take it according to the

number of the souls
;
every man according to his eating

shall make your count for the lamb. And they shall take

of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on

the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall

eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast

with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs

they shall eat it. And ye shall let nothing of it remain

until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until

the morning ye shall burn with fire.

And thus shall ye eat it
;
with your loins girded, your

shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye

shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord’s passover. For I

will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will

smite all the first-bom in the land of Eg3
rpt, both man

and beast
;
and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute

judgment: I am the Lord. And the blood shall be to

you for a token upon the houses where ye are : and when
I see the blood, I will pass over you.

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and
said unto them. Draw out and take you a lamb according
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to your families, and kill the passover. And ye shall take

a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the

basin, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with

the blood that is in the basin; and none of you shall go

out at the door of his house until the morning. For the

Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and

when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two

side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will

not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to

smite you. And ye shall observe this thing for an ordi-

nance to thee and to thy sons for ever. And it shall come

to pass, when ye be come to the land which the Lord

will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye

shall keep this service. And it shall come to pass, when

your children shall say unto you. What mean ye by this

service? that ye shall say. It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s

passover, who passed over the houses of the children

of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians and

delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head

and worshipped. And the children of Israel went away,

and did as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron,

so did they.

And it came to pass that at noidnight the Lord smote

all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born

of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the first-born of

the captive thatwas in the dungeon ;
and all the first-born

of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all

his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a

great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where

there was not one dead.
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And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said,

Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both

ye and the children of Israel ;
and go, serve the Lord, as

ye have said. Also take your flocks and your herds, as

ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. And the

Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might

send them out of the land in haste; for they said. We
be all dead men. And the people took their dough before

it was leavened, their kneading-troughs being bound up

in their clothes upon their shoulders.

EXODUS xii. 1-4, 7 , 8, 10-13, 21-34

THE RED SEA
AND it was told the king of Egypt that the people

jTV fled : and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants

was turned against the people, and they said. Why have

we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?

And he made ready his chariot, and took his people

with him : and he took six hundred chosen chariots, and

all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one

of them.

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel

lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched
after them

;
and they were sore afraid : and the children

of Israel cried out unto the Lord. And they said unto

Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou
taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast

thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?
Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, say-

ing, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians?

For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians
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than that we should die in the wilderness. And Moses
said unto the people, Fear ye not; stand still, and seethe

salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to-day

:

for the Egyptianswhom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see

them again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for

you, and ye shall hold your peace.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou

unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go

forward: but lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine

hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of

Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the

sea.

And the angel of God, which went before the camp
of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar

of the cloud went from before their face, and stood be-

hind them: and it came between the camp of the

Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud

and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these

:

so that the one came not near the other all the night.

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea
;
and the

Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all

that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters

were divided. And the children of Israel went into the

midst of the sea upon the dry ground . And the Egyptians

pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea,

even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horse-

men. And it came to pass, that in the morning watch

the Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians through

the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host

of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels, that
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they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let

us flee from the face of Israel
;
for the Lord fighteth for

them against the Egyptians.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine

hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon

the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horse-

men. And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea,

and the sea returned to his strength when the morning

appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the

Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and

the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into

the sea after them; there remained not so much as one

of them. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the

hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians

dead upon the sea shore. And Israel saw that great work
which the Lord did upon the Egyptians : and the people

feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his ser-

vant Moses. EXODUS xiv. 5-7, 10-16, 19-28, 30, 31

THE ROCK
AND all the congregation of the children of Israel

journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, and pitched
in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to

drink. Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and
said. Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said

unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye
tempt the Lord? And the people thirsted there for

water; and the people murmured against Moses, and
said. Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out
of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with
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thirst? And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, What
shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to

stone me. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before

the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel;

and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in

thine hand, and go. Behold, I will stand before thee

there upon the rock in Horeb ; and thou shalt smite the

rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people

may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders

of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah,

and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of

Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying. Is

the Lord among us, or not? exodus xvii. 1-7

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord
thy God, which have brought thee out of the land

of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have

no other gods before me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or

any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the

earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor

serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto

the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love

me, and keep my commandments.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that

taketh his name in vain.
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Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days

shalt thou labour, and do all thy work : but the seventh

day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt

not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,

thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle,

nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : for in six days

the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that

in them is, and rested the seventh day : wherefore the

Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days may
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee.

Thou shalt not kill.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Thou shalt not steal.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh-

bour.

Thou shalt not covet thyneighbour’s house, thou shalt

not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor

his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing
that is thy neighbour’s.

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the

lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the

mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they

removed, and stood afar off. And they said unto Moses,

Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God
speak with us, lest we die. And Moses said unto the

people. Fear not : for God is come to prove you, and that

his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.

EXODUS XX. 1-20



""
. -i-

MOSES IN THE MOUNT 139

MOSES IN THE MOUNT
y\ND Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud

jTJl covered the mount. And the glory of the Lord
abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six

days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of

the midst of the cloud. And the sight of the glory of

the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount
in the eyes ofthe children of Israel. And Moses went into

the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount:

and Moses was in the mount forty days afld forty nights.

EXODUS xxiv. 15-18

THE GOLDEN CALF

AND when the people saw that Moses delayed to come
l\. down out of the mount, the people gathered them-

selves together unto Aaron, and said tmto him. Up,
make us gods, which shall go before us

;
for as for this

Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of

Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. And Aaron
said unto them, Break off the golden ear-rings, which are

in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your

daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the people

brake off the golden ear-rings which were in their ears,

and brought them unto Aaron. And he received them
at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after

he had made it a molten calf : and they said, These be

thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the

land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar

before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said. To-
morrow is a feast to the Lord. And they rose up early
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on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought

peace offerings
;
and the people sat down to eat and to

drink, and rose up to play.

And Moses turned, and went down from the mount,

and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand.

And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they

shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in

the camp. And he said, It is not the voice of them that

shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that

cry for being overcome; but the noise of them that sing

do I hear.

And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the

camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses’

anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands,

and brake them beneath the mount. And he took the

calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and

ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and

made the children of Israel drink of it. And Moses said

unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou

hast brought so great a sin upon them? And Aaron said.

Let not the anger ofmy lord wax hot : thou knowest the

people, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto

me. Make us gods, which shall go before us : for as for

this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land

of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. And I

said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break

it off. So they gave it me; then I cast it into the fire, and
there came out this calf.

And Moses said unto the people. Ye have sinned a

great sin : and now I will go up unto the Lord
;
perad-
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venture I shall make an atonement for your sin. And
Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Oh, this people

have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of

gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin— ;
and if

not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou

hast written. And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever

hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.

Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of

which I have spoken imto thee: behold, mine Angel

shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I

visit I will visit their sin upon them.
EXODUS xxxii. 1-6, 15, 17-24, 30-34

THE CHOOSING OF JOSHUA
AND the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua

the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and

lay thine hand upon him; and set him before Eleazar

the priest, and before all the congregation
;
and give him

a charge in their sight. And thou shalt put of thine

honour upon him, that all the congregation of the chil-

dren of Israelmay be obedient. And he shall stand before

Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him before

the Lord : at his word shall they go out, and at his word
they shall come in, both he, and all the children of

Israel with him, even all the congregation. And Moses

did as the Lord commanded him: and he took Joshua,

and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the

congregation : and he laid his hands upon him, and gave

him a charge, as the Lord commanded by the hand of

Moses. NUMBERS XXvii. 18-23
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Now after the death ofMoses, the servant ofthe Lord,

it came to pass that the Lord spake unto Joshua the

son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, Moses my servant

is dead
;
now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou,

and all this people, unto the land which I do give to

them, even to the children of Israel. There shall not any

man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life:

as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee : I will not

fail thee, nor forsake thee. joshua i. i, 2,

5

THE CROSSING OF JORDAN
^ND Joshua rose early in the morning; and they re-

l \ moved from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and

all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they

passed over. And it came to pass after three days, that

the officers went through the host
;
and they commanded

the people, saying. When ye see the ark of the covenant

of the Lord your God, and the priests the Levites bear-

ing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go

after it. Yet there shall be a space between you and it,

about two thousand cubits by measure : come not near

unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must

go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore. And
Joshua said unto the people. Sanctify yourselves: for

to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you. And
Joshua spake unto the priests, saying. Take up the ark

of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And
they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before

the people. And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day

will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel,
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that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will
be with thee.

And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come
hither, and hear the words of the Lord your God. And
Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is

you, and that he will without fail drive out from
^fore you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the

ivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the
Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the ark of the
covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before
you into Jordan.

And it came to pass, when the people removed from
their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing
the ark of the covenant before the people; and as they
that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet
of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim
of the water; that the waters which came down from
above were stayed, and those that came down toward
the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and the
people passed over right against Jericho. And the
pnests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and
all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all
the people were passed clean over Jordan.

JOSHUA iii. 1-7, 9-1 1, 14-17

THE TAKING OF JERICHO

Jericho was straitly shut up because of the
L ^ children of Israel: none went out, and none came
in. And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given
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ark of the Lord compassed the city, going about it

once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the

camp.

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests

took up the ark of the Lord. And seven priests bearing

seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the

Lord went on continually, and blew with the trumpets:

and the armed men went before them
;
but the rereward

came after the ark of the Lord, the priests going on and
blowing with the trumpets. And the second day they

compassed the city once, and returned into the camp;
so they did six days. And it came to pass on the seventh

day that they rose early about the dawning of the day,

and compassed the city after the same manner seven

times : only on that day they compassed the city seven

times. And it came to pass at the seventh time, when
the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said imto the

people, Shout; for the Lord hath given you the city.

So the people shouted when the priests blew with the

trumpets : and it came to pass, when the people heard

the sound of the trumpet and the people shouted with

a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the

people went up into the city, every man straight before

him, and they took the city. And Joshua adjured them
at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the Lord
that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay

the foundation thereof in his first-bom, and in his youngest

son shall he set up the gates of it. So the Lord was with

Joshua ;
and his fame w^ noised throughout aU the

country. jcshua vi. 1-16, 20, 26, 37
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THE JUDGES
A ND the children of Israel did evil in the sight of

jt\ the Lord, and served Baalim : and they forsook the

Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of

the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods

of the people that were round about them, and bowed

themselves unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger.

And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ash-

taroth. And the anger of the Lord was hot against

Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers

that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of

their enemies round about, so that they could not any

longer stand before their enemies. Whithersoever they

went out, the hand of the Lord was against them for

evil, as the Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn
unto them: and they were greatly distressed. Never-

theless the Lord raised up judges, which delivered them
out of the hand of those that spoiled them. And when
the Lord raised them upjudges, then the Lord was with

the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their

enemies all the days of the judge. judges ii. 11-16, 18

DEBORAH
AND the children of Israel again did evil in the sight

X\. of the Lord. And the Lord sold them into the

hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor;
the captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in
Harosheth of the Gentiles. And the children of Israel

cried unto the Lord: for he had nine hundred chariots

of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the
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f Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time. And she

and Beth-el in mount Ephraim; and the children ofrael came up to her for judgment. And she sent andca e arak the son ofAbinoam out ofKedesh-naphtalind said unto him, Hath not the Lord God of^Israel

and take ^th thee ten thousand men of the childrenf Naphiah and of the children of Zebulun? And I will

I iniH.! I’ multitude; andI wil ddiver him into thine hand. And Barak said untoher If thou wilt go with me, then I will go : but if thouwilt not go with me, then I will not go. And she lafd

“0‘^thstanding the journeythat thou takest shall not be for thine honour- forSLo^ shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. AndDeborah fose and went with Barak to Kedesh.

before the cMd
" Canaan

childran nfT ^^I of the

the kins of Can!
prevailed against Jabin

of Canfam
^ destroyed Jabin king

JUDGES iv. 1-9, 23, 24

Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoamon that day, saying,
Aoinoam

Praise
y^

the Lord for the avenging of Israel,When the people willingly offered themselves.
Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes;

10-2
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I, even I, will sing unto the Lord;

I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel.

Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir,

When thou marchedst out of the field of Edom,
The earth trembled, and the heavens dropped.

The clouds also dropped water.

The mountains melted from before the Lord,

Even yon Sinai from before the Lord God of

Israel.

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath,

In the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied.

And the travellers walked through byways.

The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in

Israel,

Until that I Deborah arose,

Thatl arose a mother in Israel.

They chose new gods;

Then was war in the gates:

Was there a shield or spear seen

Among forty thousand in Israel?

My heart is toward the governors of Israel,

That offered themselves willingly among the people.

Bless ye the Lord.

Speak, ye that ride on white asses,

Ye that sit in judgment.

And walk by the way.

Far from the noise of archers in the places of drawing
water.

There shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the
Lord.
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Awake, awake, Deborah

:

Awake, awake, utter a song;

Arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou son

of Abinoam.

Out of Ephraim they spread out in the vale

;

After thee, Benjamin, among thy people

;

Out of Machir came down governors.

And out of Zebulun they that handle the marshal’s

staff.

And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah;

Even Issachar, and also Barak:

Into the valley they rushed at his feet.

For the divisions of Reuben
There were great thoughts of heart.

Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds,

To hear the bleatings of the flocks?

By the water-courses of Reuben

There were great searchings of heart.

Gilead abode beyond Jordan:

And why did Dan remain in ships?

Asher continued on the sea shore.

And abode in his creeks.

Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded

their lives unto the death

In the high places of the field.

The kings came and fought.

Then fought the kings of Canaan

In Taanach by the waters of Megiddo;

They took no gain of money.

They fought from heaven;
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The stars in their courses fought against Sisera.

The river of Kishon swept them away,

That ancient river, the river Kiishon.

O my soul, march on with strength.

Then did the horse-hoofs stamp

Withthe prancings,the prancingsof their mightyones.

Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord,

Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof

;

Because they came not to the help of the Lord,

To the help of the Lord against the mighty.

Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the

Kenite be,

Blessed shall she be above women in the tent.

He asked water, and she gave him milk;

She brought forth butter in a lordly dish.

She put her hand to the nail,

And her right hand to the workmen’s hammer;
And with the hammer she smote Sisera, she smote

off his head,

When she had pierced and stricken through his

temples.

At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down:
At her feet he bowed, he fell:

Where he bowed, there he fell down dead.

The mother of Sisera looked out at a window,
And cried through the lattice,

Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Why tarry the wheels of his chariots?

Her wise ladies answered her.

Yea, she returned answer to herself,
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Have they not sped? have they not divided the prey;

To every man a damsel or two;

To Sisera a prey of divers colours,

A prey of divers colours of needlework,

Of divers colours of needlework on both sides, meet

for the necks of them that take the spoil?

So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord :

But let them that love thee be as the sun when he goeth

forth in his might. judges v. 1-12, 14-31

GIDEON

There came an angel of the Lord, and sat under

an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto

Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed

wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the Midianites.

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said

unto him. The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of

valour. And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the

Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and

where be all his wonders which our fathers told us of,

saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but

now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the

hands of the Midianites. And the Lord looked upon

him, and said. Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save

Israel from the hand of the Midianites : have not I sent

thee? And he said unto him. Oh my Lord, wherewith

shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Ma-
nasseh, and !I am the least in my father’s house. And
the Lord said^unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and

thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. And he
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said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight,

then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me. Depart

not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and

bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he

said, I will tarry until thou come again.

And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and un-

leavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in

a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it

out unto him under the oak, and presented it. And the

angel of God said unto him. Take the flesh and the

unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and

pour out the broth. And he did so. Then the angel of

the Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his

hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes;

and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the

flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the

Lord departed out of his sight. And when Gideon

perceived that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon

said, Alas, 0 Lord God! for because I have seen an

angel of the Lord face to face. And the Lord said unto

him. Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.

Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord, and
called it Jehovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet in

Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.

And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord
said unto him, Take thy father’s young bullock, even
the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down
the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the
wooden image that is by it: and build an altar unto the
Lord thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered



GIDEON 153

place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt

sacrifice with the wood of the wooden image which thou

shalt cut down.

Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as

the Lord had said unto him : and so it was, because he

feared his father’s household, and the men of the city,

that he could not do it by day, that he did it by night.

And when the men ofthe city arose early in the morning,

behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the image

was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was

offered upon the altar that was built. And they said one

to another. Who hath done this thing? And when they

inquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash

hath done this thing. Then the men of the city said unto

Joash, Bring out thy son,that he may die : because he hath

cast down the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut

down the grove that was by it. And Joash said unto all

that stood against him.Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save

him? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death

whilst it is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for

himself, because one hath cast down his altar. Therefore

on that dayhe calledhimJerubbaal,saying,LetBaalplead

against him, because he hath thrown down his altar.

Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the

children of the east were gathered together, and went
over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. But the Spirit

of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet

;

and Abi-ezer was gathered after him. And he sent

messengers throughout all Manasseh; who also was
gathered after him; and he sent messengers unto Asher,
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and uato Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came

up to meet them.

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel

by mine hand, as thou hast said, behold I will put a

fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the

fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then

shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand,

as thou hast said. And it was so ; for he rose up early

on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and

wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water.

And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot

against me, and I will speak but tliis once : let me prove,

I pray thee, but this once with the fleece
;
let it now be

dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let

there be dew. And God did so that night : for it was dry

upon the fleece only, and therewas dew on all the ground.

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people

that were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the

well of Harod: so that the host of the Midianites were

on the north side of them by the hill of Moreh, in the

valley. And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people

that are with thee are too many for me to give the

Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves

against me, saying. Mine own hand hath saved me.
Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people,

saying. Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return

and depart early from mount Gilead. And there re-

turned of the people twenty and two thousand; and
there remained ten thousand. And the Lord said unto
Gideon, The people are yet too many

;
bring them down
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unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and

it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go

with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomso-
ever I say unto thee. This shall not go with thee, the

same shall not go. So he brought down the people unto

the water: and the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one

that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lap-

peth, him shalt thou set by himself
;
likewise every one

that boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the

number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their

mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the

people bowed down upon their knees to drink water.

And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred

men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midian-

ites into thine hand : and let all the other people go every

man unto his place. So the people took victuals in their

hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the rest of

Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three

hundred men : and the host of Midian was beneath him
in the valley.

And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord
said unto him. Arise, get thee down unto the host

;
for

I have delivered it into thine hand. But if thou fear to

go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the

host: and thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward

shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the

host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto

the outside of the armed men that were in the host. And
the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children

of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for
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multitude; and their camels were without number, as

the sand by the sea side for multitude. And when

Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a

dream unto his fellow, and said. Behold, I dreamed a

dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the

host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that

it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. And
his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save

the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel : for

into his hand hath God deliveredMidian,and all the host.

And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the

dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he wor-

shipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said,

Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the

host of Midian. And he divided the three hundred men
into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every

man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the

pitchers. And he said unto them. Look on me, and do

likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside of

the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When
I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then

blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp,
and say, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon,

So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him,
came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of

the middle watch
;
and they had but newly set the watch

:

and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that

were in their hands. And the three companies blew the
trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in

their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands
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to blow withal : and they cried, The sword of the Lord,

and of Gideon. And they stood every man in his place

round about the camp : and all the host ran, and cried,

and fled. And the three hundred blew the trumpets,

and the Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow,

even throughout all the host : and the host fled. And the

men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naph-
tali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and

pursued after the Midianites. And Gideon sent mes-

sengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, Come
down against the Midianites, and take before them the

waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all the men
of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took the

waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. And they took two

princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb
;
and they slew

Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the

wine-press of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought

the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side

Jordan.

And the men of Ephraim said unto him. Why hast

thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, when thou

wentest to fight with the Midianites? And they did

chide with him sharply. And he said unto them. What
have I done now in comparison of you? Is not the

gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage

of Abi-ezer? God hath delivered into your hands the

princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb : and what was I able

to do in comparison of you? Then their anger was
abated toward him, when he had said that.

And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over, he.
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and the three hundred men that were with him, faint,

yet pursuing them. And he said unto the men of Suc-

coth, Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people

that follow me; for they be faint, and I am pursuing

after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian, And the

princes of Succoth said. Are the hands of Zebah and

Zalmunna nov? in thine hand, that we should give bread

unto thine army? And Gideon said, Therefore when
the Lord hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into mine

hand, then I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the

wilderness and with briers. And he went up thence to

Penuel, and spake unto them likewise : and the men of

Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had an-

swered him. And he spake also unto the men of Penuel,

saying. When I come again in peace, I will break down
this tower.

And Gideon pursued after and discomfited all the

host. And Gideon returned from the battle before the

sun was up. And he came unto the men of Succoth, and

said. Behold Zebah and Zahnunna, with whom ye did

upbraid me, saying. Are the hands of Zebah and Zal-

munna now in thine hand, that we should give bread

unto thy men that are weary? And he took the elders

of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers, and
with them he taught the men of Succoth. And he beat

down the tower of Penuel, and slew the men of the city.

Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, What manner
of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor? And they

answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled
the children of a king. And he said. They were my
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brethren, even the sons of my mother: as the Lord
liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you.

And he said unto Jether his first-bom.Up,and slaythem.

But the youth drew not his sword : for he feared, because

he was yet a youth. Then Zebah and Zalmunna said,

Rise thou, and fall upon us: for as the man is so is his

strength. And Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zal-

munna, and took away the ornaments that were on their

camels’ necks.

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou

over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son also

:

for thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian.

And Gideon said unto them, I Avill not mle over you,

neither shall my son mle over you : the Lord shall mle
over you.

And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age,

and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash his father, in

Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.

JUDGES vi. 11-40; vii; viii. 1-9, 12, 13, 15-23, 32

ABIMELECH
AND Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to She-

JLJL chem unto his mother’s brethren, and conomuned

with them, and with all the family of the house of his

mother’s father, saying, Speak, I pray you, in the ears

of all the men of Shechem, Whether is better for you,

either that all the sons ofJembbaal, which are three score

and ten persons, reign over you, or that one reign over

you? remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.

And his mother’s brethren spake of him in the ears of

all the men of Shechem aU these words: and their hearts
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inclined to follow Abimelech ;
for they said, He is our

brother. And they gave him three score and ten pieces of

silver out of the house of Baal-berith, wherewith Abi«

melech hired vain and light persons, wlrich followed him

.

And hewent unto his father’s house at Ophrah, and slew

his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being three score and

tenpersons,upon onestone : notwithstandingyetJotham,

the youngestson of Jerubbaal,was left
;
for hehidhimself.

And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all

the house of Millo, and went, and made Abimelech

king, by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem.

And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood

in the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted up his voice,

and cried, and said unto them, Hearken unto me, ye

men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you. The
trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them;

and they said unto the oHve tree. Reign thou over us.

But the olive tree said imto them. Should I leave my
fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man,

and go to be promoted over the trees? And the trees

said to the fig tree. Come thou, and reign over us. But

the fig tree said unto them. Should I forsake my sweet-

ness, and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over

the trees? Then said the trees unto the vine. Come thou,

and reign over us. And the vine said unto them. Should
I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go
to be promoted over the trees? Then said all the trees

unto the bramble. Come thou, and reign over us. And
the bramble said unto the trees. If in truth ye anoint

me king over you, then come and put your trust in my
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shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble

and devour the cedars of Lebanon. Now therefore, if ye

have done truly and sincerely, in that ye have made
Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerub-

baal and his house, and have done unto him according

to the deserving of his hands; (for my father fought for

you, and adventured his life far, and delivered you out

of the hand of Midian: and ye are risen up against my
father’s house this day, and have slain his sons, three

score and ten persons, upon one stone, and have made
Abimelech, the son of his maid-servant, king over the

men of Shechem, because he is your brother); if ye

then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and

with his house this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech,

and let him also rejoice in you: but if not, let fire come
out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem,

and the house of Millo
;
and let fire come out from the

men of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, and

devour Abimelech, And Jotham ran away, and fled,

and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech

his brother.

When Abimelech had reigned three years over Israel,

then went Abimelech to Thebez, and encamped against

Thebez, and took it. But there^^was a strong tower

within the city, and thither fled all the men and women,
and all they of the city, and shut it to them, and gat

them up to the top of the tower. And Abimelech came
unto the tower, and fought against it, and went hard

unto the door of the tower to bum it with fire. And a

certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abime-
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lech’s head, and brake his skull. Then he called hastily

unto the young man his armour-bearer, and said unto

him, Draw thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of

me, A woman slew him. And his young man thrusthim

through, and he died. And when the men of Israel saw

that Abimelech was dead, they departed every man unto

his place. Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abi-

melech, which he did unto his father, in slaying his

seventy brethren : and all the evil of the men of Shechem

did God render upon their heads: and upon them came

the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.

JUDGES ix. 1-22, 50-57

JEPHTHAH AND HIS DAUGHTER

NOW Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of

valour: and Gilead begat Jephthah. And Gilead’s

wife bare him sons; and his wife’s sons grew up, and

they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him. Thou shalt

not inherit in our father’s house; for thou art the son

of a strange woman. Then Jephthah fled from his bre-

thren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were

gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him.

And it came to pass in process of time that the chil-

dren of Ammon made war against Israel. And it was
so, that when the children of Ammon made war against

Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out

of the land of Tob : and they said unto Jephthah, Come
and be our captain, that we may fight with the children

of Ammon. And Jephthah said uuito the elders of

Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my
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father’s house? and why are ye come unto me now when
ye are in distress? And the elders of Gilead said unto

Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that

thou mayest go with us, and fight against the children

of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of

Gilead. And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead,

If ye bring me home again to fight against the children

of Ammon, and the Lord deliver them before me, shall

I be your head? And the elders of Gilead said unto

Jephthah, The Lord be witness between us, if we do

not so according to thy words. Then Jephthah went

with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him
head and captain over them: and Jephthah uttered all

his words before the Lord in Mizpeh.

And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the

children of Ammon, saying. What hast thou to do with

me, that thou art come against me to fight in my land?

And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto

the messengers of Jephthah, Because Israel took away

my land, when they came up out of Egypt, from Arnon

even unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan : now therefore re-

store those lands again peaceably. And Jephthah sent

messengers again unto the king of the children of Am-
mon, and said unto him. Thus saith Jephthah, Israel

took not away the land of Moab, nor the land of the

children of Ammon: but when Israel came up from

Egypt, and walked through the wilderness unto the Red
Sea, and came to Kadesh; then Israel sent messengers

unto the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee,

pass through thy land : but the king of Edom would not
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hearken thereto. And in like manner they sent unto the

king of Moab: but he would not consent; and Israel

abode in Kadesh. Then they went along through the

wilderness, and compassed the land of Edom, and the

land of Moab, and came by the east side of the land of

Moab, and pitched on the other side ofAmon, but came

not within the border of Moab: for Arnon was the

border of Moab, And Israel sent messengers unto

Sihon king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and

Israel said unto him. Let us pass, we pray thee, through

thy land into my place. But Sihon trusted not Israel to

pass through his coast : but Sihon gathered all his people

together, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought against

Israel. And the Lord God of Israel delivered Sihon

and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they

smote them: so Israel possessed all the land of the

Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. And they

possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, from Amon
even unto Jabbok, and from the wilderness even unto

Jordan. So now the Lord God of Israel hath dispos-

sessed the Amorites from before his people Israel, and
shouldest thou possess it? Wilt not thou possess that

which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to possess? So
whomsoever the Lord our God shall drive out from
before us, them will we possess. And now art thou any-

thing better than Balak the son of Zippor, king ofMoab?
Did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever fight

against them, while Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her
towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities

that be along by the coasts of Arnon, three himdred
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years? Why therefore did ye not recover them within

that time? Wherefore I have not sinned against thee,

but thou doest me wrong to war against me: the Lord
the Judge be judge this day between the children of

Israel and the children of Ammon.
Howbeit the king ofthechildren ofAmmon hearkened

not unto the words ofJephthah which he sent him. Then
the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he

passed over Gilead and Manasseh, and passed over

Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed

over unto the children ofAmmon. And Jephthah vowed
a vow unto the Lord, and said. If thou shalt without fail

deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, then

it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of

my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the

children ofAmmon, shall surely be the Lord’s, and I will

offer it up for a burnt offering.

So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon
to fight against them

;
and the Lord delivered them into

his hands. And he smote them from Aroer, even till thou

come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain

of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus the

children of Ammon were subdued before the children

of Israel.

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and,

behold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels

and with dances: and she was his only child
;
beside her

he had neither son nor daughter. And it came to pass,

when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas,

my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou
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art one of them that trouble me; for I have opened my
mouthuntothe Lord,and I cannot go back. And she said

unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth

unto the Lord, do to me according to that which hath

proceeded out ofthymouth
;
forasmuch as the Lord hath

taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, evenl of the

children of Ammon. And she said unto her father, Let

this thing be done forme : let me alone two monthly, that

I may go up and down upon the mountains, and be^^l
my virginity, I and my fellows. And he said. Go. And he ''

senther awayfortwomonths : and shewentwith her com-
panions, and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains.

And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she

returned imto her father, who did with her according

to his vow which he had vowed. And it was a custom in

Israel, that the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament

the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a

year.

Andthe menof Ephraimgatheredthemselves together,

and went northward, and said unto Jephthah, Where-
fore passedst thou over to fight against the children of

Ammon, and didst not call us to go with thee? we will

burn thine house upon thee with fire. And Jephthah
said unto them, I and my people were at great strife

with the children of Ammon; and when I called you,

ye delivered me not out of their hands. And when I

saw that ye delivered me not, I put my life in my hands,
and passed over against the children ofAmmon, and the
Lord delivered them into my hand : wherefore then are

ye come up unto me this day, to fight against me? Then



JEPHTHAH and his daughter—— — 167

Jephaah^^thered together all the
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at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and

Eshtaol.

Then went Samson down, and his father and his

mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Tim-

nath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him.

And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him,

and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he

had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or

his mother what he had done.

JUDGES xiii. 1-3, 5, 24, 25; xiv. 5, 6

And it came to pass after a while, in the time of the

wheat harvest, that Samson said concerning them. Now
shall I be quits with the Philistines, when I do them a

displeasure. And Samsonwentandcaughtthree hundred
foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and

put a firebrand in themidst between two tails. Andwhen
he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the

standing com of the Philistines, and burnt up both the

shocks, and also the standing com, with the vineyards

and olives.

Then the Philistines said. Who hath done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite,

because he had taken his wife, and given her to his com-
panion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her

and her father with fire. And Samson said unto them.

Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged of you,

and after that I will cease. And he smote them hip and
thigh with a great slaughter: and he went down and
dwelt in the top of the rock Etam.

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah,
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and spread themselves in Lehi. And the men of Judah

said, Why are ye come up against us? And they an-

swered, To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him
as he hath done to us. Then three thousand men of

Judah went to the top of the rock Etam, and said to

Samson, Knowest thou not that the Philistines are

rulers over us? what is this that thou hast done unto us?

And he said unto them. As they did unto me, so have I

done unto them. And they said unto him. We are come
down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the

hand of the Philistines. And Samson said unto them,

Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourselves.

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind

thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely

we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock. And when
he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him;

and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him,

and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax

that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off

his hands. And he found a new jaw-bone of an ass, and

put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men
therewith. And Samson said, With the jaw-bone of an

ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I

slain a thousand men. And it came to pass, when he had

made an end of spe^ng, that he cast away the jaw-bone

out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-lehi.

JUDGES XV. I, 3-17

And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman
in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. And
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the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said

unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength

lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him,

that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will

give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of

silver.

And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee,

wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou

mightest be bound to afflict thee. And Samson said

unto her, If they bind me with seven green withs that

were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another

man. Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to

her seven green withs which had not been dried, and

she bound him with them. Now there were men lying

in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said

unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And
he brake the withs, as a thread of tow ik broken when
it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known.

And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast

mocked me, and told me lies : now tell me, I pray thee,

wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto

her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were
occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.
Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him there-

with, and said unto him. The Philistines be upon thee,

Samson. And there were Hers in wait abiding in the

chamber. And he brake them from off his arms Hke a

thread. And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou
hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith
thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If thou
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weavest the seven locks of my head with the web. And
she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The
Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out

of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam,

and with the web.

And she said unto him. How canst thou say, I love

thee,when thine heart is not with me? Thou hast mocked

me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy

great strength lieth. And it came to pass, when she

pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so

that his soul was vexed unto death, that he told her all

his heart, and said unto her. There hath not come a

razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto

God from my mother’s womb : if I be shaven, then my
strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and

be like any other man. And when Delilah saw that he

had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the

lords of the Philistines, saying. Come up this once, for

he hath shewed me all his heart. Then the lords of the

Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in

their hand. And she made him sleep upon her knees;

and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave

off the seven locks of his head; and he began to be

weakened, and his strength went from him. And she

said. The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he

awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other

times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that

the Lord was departed from him. But the Philistines

took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down
to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass ;

and he
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did grind in the prison house. Howbeit the hair of his

head be^ to grow again after he was shaven.

Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them

together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their

god, and to rejoice : for they said, Our god hath delivered

Samson our enemy into our hand. And when the

people saw him, they praised their god: for they said,

Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and

the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us.

And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that

they said. Call for Samson, that he may make us sport.

And they called for Samson out of the prison house;

and he made them sport: and they set him between the

pillars. And Samson said unto the lad that held him by
the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars where-

upon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them.

Now the house was full of men and women; and all

the lords of the Philistines were there
;
and there were

upon the roof about three thousand menand women, that

beheld while Samson made sport. And Samson called

unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God, remember me,
I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this

once, 0 God, that I may be at once avenged of the

Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson took hold of

the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and
on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand,
and of the other with his left. And Samson said, Let
me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself
with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords,

and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead
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which he slew at his death were more than they which he

slew in his life. Then his brethren and all the house of

his father came down, and took him, and brought him
up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the

burying-place of Manoah his father. And he judged

Israel twenty years. jubges xvi. 4-31

THE STORY OF RUTH

NOW it came to pass, in the days when the judges

ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a

certain man of Bethlehem-judah went to sojourn in the

country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons.

And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name
of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon
and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem-judah. And
they came into the country of Moab, and continued

there. And Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died ; and she

was left, and her two sons. And they took them wives

of the women of Moab
;
the name of the one was Orpah,

and the name of the other Ruth : and they dwelled there

about ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also

both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons

and her husband.

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law, that she

might returnfromthe country ofMoab : forshehad heard

in the country ofMoab how that the Lord had visited his

people in giving them bread. Wherefore she went forth

out of the place where she was, and her two daughters-

in-law with her
;
and they went on the way to return unto

the land of Judah. And Naomi said unto her two daugh-
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ters-in-law, Go, return each to her mother’s house : the

Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the

dead, and with me. The Lord grant you that ye may
find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. Then

she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and

wept. And they said unto her, Surely we will return

with thee unto thy people. And Naomi said, Turn

again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? Turn
again, my daughters, go your way; nay, my daughters;

for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of

the Lord is gone out against me. And they lifted up

their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her

mother-in-law; but Ruth clave unto her. And she said.

Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her people,

and unto her gods : return thou after thy sister-in-law.

And Ruth said. Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return

from following after thee : for whither thou goest, I will

go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people

shall be my people, and thy God my God: where thou

diest will I die, and there will I be buried : the Lord
do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee

and me. When she saw that she was stedfastly minded
to go with her, then she left speaking unto her.

So they two went until they came to Bethlehem.

And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-

lehem, that all the city was moved about them, and they

said. Is this Naomi? And she said unto them. Call me
not Naomi, call me Mara : for the Almighty hath dealt

very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord
hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye
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young men that they shall not touch thee? And when
thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that
which the young men have drawn. Then she fell on her
face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto
him. Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou
shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?
And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully
been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thymother-
in-law since the death of thine husband: and how thou
hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy
nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest
not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy work, and a
full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel,
under whose wings thou art come to trust. Then she
smd. Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that
thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken
tnendly imto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto
one of thine handmaidens. And Boaz said unto her. At
meal-time come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and
dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the
reapers : afid he reached her parched corn, and she did
eat, and was sufficed, and left. And when she was risen
op to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying,
^et her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach
her not: and let fall also some of the handfuls ofpurpose

leave them, that she may glean them, and
rebuke her not. So she gleaned in the field until even,

had gleaned: and it was about an
ephah of barley.

And she took it up, and went into the city: and her
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mother-in-lawsawwhatshe had gleaned : and shebrought

forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she

was sufficed. And her mother-in-law said unto her,

Where hast thou gleaned to-day? and where wroughtest

thou? Blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee.

Ajid she shewed her mother-in-law with whom she had

wrought, and said, The man’s name with whom I

wrought to-day is Boaz. AndNaomi saidunto her daugh-

ter-in-law, Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left

off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And
Naomi said unto her. The man is near of kin unto us,

one of our next kinsmen. And Ruth the Moabitess said.

He said unto me also. Thou shalt keep fast by my young

men, until they have ended all my harvest. And Naomi
said unto Ruth her daughter-in-law, It is good, my
daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that they

meet thee not in any other field. So she kept fast by the

maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest

and of wheat harvest
; and dwelt with her mother-in-law.

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said unto her, My
daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be

well with thee? And now is not Boaz of our kindred,

with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he wiimoweth

barley to-night in the threshing-floor. Wash thyself

therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon
thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thy-

selfknown unto the man, until he shall have done eating

and drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth down, that

thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou

shalt go in, and lay thee down ; and he will tell thee what
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thou shalt do. And she said unto her, All that thou

sayest unto me I will do.

And she went down unto the floor, and did according

to all that her mother-in-law bade her. And when Boaz

had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went

to lie down at the end of the heap of corn ; and she came

softly,and laidher down. And itcame to pass at midnight,

that the manwas afraid,and turned himself : and, behold,

awoman lay at his feet. And he said, Who art thou? And
she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid. And he said.

Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter: for thou

hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the

beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men,

whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, fear not;

I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city

ofmy people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.
And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman; howbeit

there is a kinsman nearer than I. Tarry this night, and

it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform imto

thee the part of a kinsman, well
;
let him do the kins-

man’s part : but if he will not do the part of a kinsman

to thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as

the Lord liveth : lie down until the morning.

Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down
there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake

came by; unto whom he said. Ho, such a one! turn

aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat

down. And he took ten men of the elders of the city,

and said. Sit ye down here. And they sat down. And
he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out
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of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which

was our brother Elimelech’s : and I thought to advertise

thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before

the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem

it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I

may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee;

and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. Then
said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand
of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess,

the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead

upon his inheritance. And the kinsman said, I cannot

redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance:

redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it.

Now this was the manner in former time in Israel con-

cerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to con-

firm all things
;
a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it

to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel.

Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee.

So he drew off his shoe.

And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people.

Ye are witnesses this day that I have bought all that was
Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of

the hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the

wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise

up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the

name of the dead be not cut offfrom among his brethren,

and from the gate of his place
:
ye are witnesses this day.

And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders,

said. We are witnesses. The Lord make the woman that

is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which

12-2
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two did build the house of Israel; and do thou worthily

in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem.

So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife : and she bare

a son. And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the

LoRD,whichhathnotleft thee this daywithoutakinsman,

that his name may be famous in Israel. And he shall

be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of

thine old age: for thy daughter-in-law, which loveth

thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born

Mm. And Naomi took the child, and laid it in herbosom,

and became nurse unto it. And the women her neigh-

bours gave it a name, saying. There is a son bom to

Naomi; and they called his name Obed : he is the father

of Jesse, the father of David.
RUTH i; ii; iii. 1-13; iv. i-ii, 13-17

HANNAH AND SAMUEL

NOW there was a certain man of Ramathaim-

zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was

Elkanah: and he had two wives; the name of the one

was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: and

Peninnah had cMldren, but Hannah had no children.

And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship

and to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and^Phinehas, the priests

of the Lord, were there. ’ ^
So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh,

and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon
a seat by a post of the temple of the Lord. And she was
in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and
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wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of

hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine

handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine

handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man
child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the days of

his life. Then Eli answered and said. Go in peace: and

the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast

asked of him. i samuel i. 1-3, 9-1 1, 17

And Hannah prayed, and said,

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord,

Mine horn is exalted in the Lord :

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies

;

Because I rejoice in thy salvation.

There is none holy as the Lord :

For there is none beside thee

:

Neither is there any rock like our God.

Talk no more so exceeding proudly;

Let not arrogancy come out of your mouth

:

For the Lord is a God of knowledge.

And by him actions are weighed.

The bows of the mighty men are broken,

And they that stumbled are girded with strength.

They that were full have hired out themselves for

bread;

And they that were hungry ceased

:

So that the barren hath born seven

;

And she that hath many children is waxed feeble.

The Lord killeth, and maketh aHve :

He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up.
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The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich:

He bringeth low, and lifteth up.

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust.

And lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill.

To set them among princes.

And to make them inherit the throne of glory:

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,

And he hath set the world upon them.

He will keep the feet of his saints.

And the wicked shall be silent in darkness

;

For by strength shall no man prevail.

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to

pieces;

Out of heaven shall he thunder upon them

:

The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth

;

And he shall give strength unto his king.

And exalt the horn of his Anointed.

And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the

child did minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest.

And Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a

child, girded with a linen ephod. Moreover his mother

made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year

to year, when she came up with her husband to olfer

the yearly sacrifice. i samuel ii. i-ii, 18, 19

THE CHILD PROPHET
A ND the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord be-

jTjl fore Eli. And the word of the Lord was precious

in those days
;
there was no open vision. And it came to

pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place.
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and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see;

and ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the

Lord, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid

down to sleep; that the Lord called Samuel: and he

answered. Here am 1. And he ran unto Eli, and said.

Here am I
;
for thou calledst me. And he said, I called

not; lie down again. And he went and lay down. And
the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose

and went to Eli, and said. Here am I
;
for thou didst call

me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down
again. Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither

was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him. And
the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he

arose and went to Eli, and said. Here am I
;
for thou

didst call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had

called the child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go,

lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt

say. Speak, Lord
;
for thy servant heareth. So Samuel

went and lay down in his place. And the Lord came,

and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel.

Then Samuel answered. Speak; for thy servant heareth.

And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing

in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth

it shall tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli

all things which I have spoken concerning his house:

when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told

him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity

which he knoweth
;
because his sons made themselves

vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore I have

sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s
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house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for

ever.

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the

doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel feared

to shew Eli the vision. Then Eli called Samuel, and said,

Samuel, my son. And he answered. Here am I. And
he said, What is the thing that the Lord hath said unto

thee? I pray thee hide it not from me: God do so to

thee, and more also, if thou hide an5^hing from me of

all the things that he said unto thee. And Samuel told

him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he

said. It is the Lord : let him do what seemeth him good.

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and

did let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel

from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was

established to be a prophet of the Lord. And the Lord
appeared again in Shiloh : for the Lord revealed himself

to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord.
I SAMUEL iii

JUDGE OR KING?
AND it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he

jTa. made his sons judges over Israel. Now the name
of his first-born was Joel; and the name of his second,

Abiah: they were judges in Beer-sheba. And his sons

walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and
took bribes, and perverted judgment. Then all the elders

of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to

Samuel unto Ramah, and said unto him, Behold, thou
art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways : now make us
a king to judge us like all the nations. .
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But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said,

Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto

the Lord. And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken

unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto

thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have

rejected me, that I should not reign over them. Accord-

ing to all the works which they have done since the day

that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day,

wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods,

so do they also unto thee. Now therefore hearken unto

their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them,

and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign

over them. And Samuel told all the words of the Lord
unto the people that asked of him a king. And Samuel

heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them
in the ears of the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel,

Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king. And
Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man
unto his city. i samuel viii. i-10, 21, 22

THE CHOOSING AND FALL OF KING SAUL

NOW there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was
Kish, a mighty man of power. And he had a son,

whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly ;

and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier

person than he : from his shoulders and upward he was

higher than any of the people. And the asses of Kish,

Saul’s father, were lost. And Kish said to Saul his son.

Take now one of the servants with thee, and arise, go seek

the asses. And he passed through mount Ephraim, and
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passed through the land of Shalisha, but they found them

not : then they passed through the land of Shalim, and

there they were not : and he passed through the land of

the Benjamites, but they found them not. And when

they were come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his

servant that was with him, Come, and let us return;

lest my father leave caring for the asses, and take thought

for us. And he said unto him. Behold now, there is in

this city a man of God, and he is an honourable man

;

all that he saith cometh surely to pass : now let us go

thither; peradventure he can shew us our way that we
should go. Then said Saul to his servant, But, behold, if

we go, what shall we bring the man? for the bread is

spent in our vessels, and there is not a present to bring

to the man of God: what have we? And the servant

answered Saul again, and said. Behold, I have here at

hand the fourth part of a shekel of silver : that will I

give to the man of God, to tell us our way. (Beforetime

in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, thus he

spake. Come, and let us go to the seer: for he that is

now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.)

Then said Saul to his servant. Well said; come, let us

go. So they went unto the city where the man of God
was.

Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear a day before

Saul came, saying. To-morrow about this time I will

send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou
shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel,

that he may save my people out of the hand of the

Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because
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their cry is come unto me. And when Samuel saw Saul,

the Lord said unto him, Behold the man whom I spalce

to thee of! this same shall reign over my people. Then
Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell me,

I pray thee, where the seer’s house is. And Samuel

answered Saul, and said, I am the seer: go up before me
unto the high place

;
for ye shall eat with me to-day, and

to-morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that

is in thine heart. And as for thine asses that were lost

three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are

found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it

not on thee, and on all thy father’s house?

And when they were come down from the high place

into the city, Samuel communed with Saul upon the

top of the house. And they arose early: and it came to

pass about the spring of the day, that Samuel called

Saul to the top of the house, saying. Up, that I may send

thee away. And Saul arose, and they went out both of

them, he and Samuel, abroad.

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon
his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because the

Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over his inherit-

ance? When thou art departed from me to-day, then

thou shalt find two men by Rachel’s sepulchre in the

border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say unto

thee, The asses which thou wentest to seek are found:

and, lo, thy father hath left the care of the asses, and

sorroweth for you, saying. What shall I do for my son?

Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and thou

shalt come to the plain of Tabor, and there shall meet
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thee three men going up to God to Beth-el, one carrying

three kids, and another carrying three loaves of bread,

and another carrying a bottle of wine; and they will

salute thee, and give thee two loaves of bread; which

thou shalt receive of their hands. After that thou sh^t

come to the hill of God, where is the garrison of the

Philistines: and it shall come to pass, when thou art

come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a company

of prophets coming down from the high place with a

psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before

them; and they shall prophesy: and the Spirit of the

Lord will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy

with them, and shalt be turned into another man. And
let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou

do as occasion serve thee; for God is with thee.

And it was so, that when he had turned his back to

go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and all

those signs came to pass that day.

I SAMUEL ix. I-IO, 15-30, 25, 26; X. 1-7, 9

Samuel also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to

anoint thee to be king over his people, over Israel : now
therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of

the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember
that which Amaldc did to Israel, how he laid wait for

him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go

and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have,

and spare them not; but slay both man and woman,
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. And
Saul gathered the people together, and numbered them
in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, and ten
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thousand men of Judah. And Saul came to a city of

Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. And Saul said unto

the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down from among the

Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them : for ye shewed

kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came

up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among
the Amalekites. And Saul smote the Amalekites from

Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against

Egypt. And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites

alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge

of the sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag,

and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the

fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would

not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile

and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.

And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said imto him.

Blessed be thou of the Lord: I have performed the

commandment of the Lord. And Samuel said. What
meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears,

and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul

said. They have brought them from the Amalekites : for

the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen,

to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; and the rest we
have utterly destroyed. Then Samuel said unto Saul,

Stay, and I will tell thee what the Lord hath said to me
this night. And he said unto him, Say on. And Samuel

said. When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast

thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the

Lord anointed thee king over Israel? And the Lord
gent thee on a journey, and said. Go and utterly destroy
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the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until

they be consumed. Wherefore then didst thou not obey

the voice of the Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil, and

didst evil in the sight of the Lord? And Saul said unto

Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and

have gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have

brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly

destroyed the Amalekites. But the people took of the

spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which

should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto

the Lord thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel said. Hath

the Lord as great delight in burnt oflerings and sacri-

fices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to

obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the

fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,

and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because

thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also

rejected thee from being king, i samuel xv. 1-9, 13-23

THE ANOINTING OF DAVID
AND HIS COMING TO SAUL
AND the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou

.ZjL mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from
reigning over Israel? Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I

will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite : for I have
provided me a king among his sons. And Samuel did
that which the Lord spake, and came to Bethlehem.
And the elders of the town trembled at his coming,
and said, Gomest thou peaceably? And he said. Peace-
ably: I am come to Sacrifice unto the Lord: sanctify
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yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he

sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the

sacrifice.

And it came to pass, when they were come, that he

looked on Eliab, and said. Surely the Lord’s anointed

is before him. But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look
not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature

;

because I have refused him : for the Lord seeth not as

man seeth
;
for man looketh on the outward appearance,

but the Lord looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he

said. Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Then Jesse

made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath

the Lord chosen this. Again, Jesse made seven of his

sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto

Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen these. And Samuel

said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said.

There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he

keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send

and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come
hither. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was

ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly

to look to. And the Lord said. Arise, anoint him: for

this is he. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and

anointed him in the midst of his brethren; and the

Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day for-

ward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and

an evil spirit troubled him. And Saul’s servants said

unto him. Behold now, an evil spirit troubleth thee. Let
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our lord now command thy servants, which are before

thee, to seek out a man who is a cunning player on an

harp : and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit is

upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt

be well. And Saul said unto his servants. Provide me
now a man that can play well, and bring him to me. Then
answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have

seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, that is cunning in

playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war,

and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the

Lord is with him.

Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said,

Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. And
Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of

wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto

Saul. And David came to Saul, and stood before him:
and he loved him greatly; and he became his armour-

bearer. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying. Let David, I

pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in

my sight. And it came to pass, when the evil spirit

was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with
his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the
evil spirit departed from him. i samuel xvi. i, 4-23

DAVID AND GOLIATH

NOW the Philistines gathered together their armies
to battle. And Saul and the men of Israel were

gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and
set the battle in array against the Philistines. And the
Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and



DAVID AND G0L:H m
What have I now done? Is the'-»ther side: and there
turned from him toward an''

same manner : and the out of the camp of the
the former manner. of Gath, whose height was
And when the And he had an helmet of brass

they rehearsed- tie was armed with a coat ofmail
; and

And David coat was five thousand shekels of brass,
of him; th/eaves of brass upon his legs, and a target

between his shoulders. And the staff of his^ear was like a weaver’s beam; and his spear’s head
shekels of iron: and one bearinga shield went before him. And he stood and cried unto

armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are yecome out to set your battle in array? Am not I a Philii

and let him come down to me. If he be able to fightwiA me, and to kill me, then will we be your servante-but If I prevail against him, and kill himfthensSl ye

I
the Philistine said,defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that

^

may ght togeth^. When Saul and all Israel heard

followed
ul to the battle. And Jesse said unto David his sonTake now for thy brethren an ephah of this parchedcorn and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thybrethren|and carry these ten cheeses unto the cantdnof their thousand, and look how thy brethren farfanda et eirpedge. And David rose up early in the morn-

23



194
——

—

ing, aad left the shee|. thy ®f’^’^^^^jS^player on an

as Jesse had commandaho is a c

^
as the host was going

- hand, and thou
shaft

the battle. For Israel and tl.? Provide me
battle in array, army against arm>

^ Then
bundle in the hand of the keeper oi

^gjj^old, 1 have

ran into the army, and came and salute
;g running in

And as he talked with them, behold, thei „ ^jj Qf -war,

champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by n^.r! the

of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to

the same words; and David heard them. And all the

men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him,

and were sore afraid. And the men of Israel said, Have
ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel

is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth

him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will

give him his daughter, and make his father’s house free

in Israel. And David spake to the men that stood by
him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth

this Philistine, and taketh away the reproachfrom Israel?

for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should

defy the armies' of the living God? And the people

answered him after this manner, saying. So shall it be
done to the man that killeth him. And Eliab his eldest

brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab ’s

anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why
earnest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left

those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride,

and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come
down that thou mightest see the battle. And David said.
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What have I now done? Is there not a cause? And he

turned from him toward another, and spake after the

same manner: and the people answered him again after

the former manner.

And when the words were heard which David spake,

they rehearsed them before Saul: and he sent for him.

And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because

of him
;
thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine,

And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against

this Philistine to fight with him : for thou art but a youth,

and he a man of war from his youth. And David said

unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there

came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock

:

and I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered

it out of his mouth : and when he arose against me, I

caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.

Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this

uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing

he hath defied the armies of the living God, David said

moreover. The Lord that delivered me out of the paw
of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will de-

liver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul

said unto David, Go, and the Lord be with thee.

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put

an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him
with a coat of mail. And David girded his sword upon
his armour, and he assayed to go

;
for he had not proved

it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these;

for I have not proved them. And David put them off

him. And he took his staff iii his hand, and chose him
13-2



THE children’s BIBLE

five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a

shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip ;
and his

sling was in his hand : and he drew near to the Philistine.

And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David

;

and the man that bare the shield went before him. And

when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he

disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and

of a fair countenance. And the Philistine said unto

David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves?

And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the

Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give

thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of

the field. Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest

to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield

:

but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts,

the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.

This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand.

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and

came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted,

and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. And
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone,

and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead,

that the stone sunk into his forehead
;
and he fell upon his

face to the earth. So David prevailed over the Philistine

with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine,

and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of

David. Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philis-

tine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath

thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith.

And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead.
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they fled. And the men of Israel and of Judah arose,

I
and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until thou

*
come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the

j
children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philis-

tines, and they spoiled their tents.

I SAMUEL xvii. I-II, 13, 17, 18, 20-46, 48-53

DAVID AND JONATHAN

I
T came to pass, when David had made an end of

^ speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was

knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as

his own soul. And Saul took him that day, and would

let him go no more home to his father’s house. Then

: Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved

^ him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of

;
the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and

his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to

his girdle. i samuel xviii. 1-4

SAUL’S JEALOUSY OF DAVID
AND David went out whithersoever Saul sent him,

XIL and behaved himself wisely : and Saul set him over

f the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all

the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.

And it came to pass as they came, when David was

returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the

women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and

dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and

with instruments of music. And the women answered
* one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his

thousands, and David his ten thousands. And Saul was
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very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said.
They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to
me they have ascribed but thousands; and what can he
have more but the kingdom? And Saul eyed David
from that day and forward.

And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit
came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the
house; and David played with his hand, as at other
times ; and there was a javelin in Saul’s hand. And Saul
cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to
the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence

I SAMUEL xviii. 5-1

1

And David came and said before Jonathan, What have
I done? what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before
thy father, that he seeketh my life? And he said unto
him, God forbid; thou shalt not die; behold, my father
will do nothing either great or small, but that he will
shew It me; and why should my father hide this thing
rom me? it is not so. And David sware moreover, and
said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found
^acem thine eyes

; and he saith. Let not Jonathan know
tms, lest he be grieved; but truly as the Lord liveth

A^
liveth, there is but a step between meand death.

Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul

Jonathan, Behold, to-morrow is the new moon, and I

go, that I may hide myself in the field unto the third
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day at even. If thy father at all miss me, then say,

David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to

Bethlehem, his city : for there is a yearly sacrifice there

for all the family. If he say thus, It is well
;
thy servant

shall have peace : but if he be very wroth, then be sure

that evil is determined by him.

Then Jonathan said to David, To-morrow is the new
moon: and thou shalt be missed, because thy seat will

be empty. And when thou hast stayed three days, then

thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the place where

thou didst hide thyself when the business was in hand,

and shalt remain by the stone Ezel. And I will shoot

three arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a

mark. And, behold, I will send a lad, saying. Go, find

out the arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad, Behold,

the arrows are on this side of thee, take them
;
then come

thou : for there is peace to thee, and no hurt, as the

Lord liveth. But if I say thus unto the young man.

Behold, the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way: for

the Lord, hath sent thee away.

So David hid himself in the field : and when the new
moon was come, the king sat him down to eat meat.

And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even

upon a seat by the wall : and Jonathan arose, and Abner

sat by Saul’s side, and David’s place was empty. Never-

theless Saul spake not anjdhing that day : for he thought.

Something hath befallen him.

And it came to pass on the morrow, which was the

second day of the month, that David’s place was empty

:

iMid Saul said unto Jonathan his son. Wherefore cometh
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not the son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday, nor

to-day? And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly

asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem: therefore he

cometh not unto the king’s table. Then Saul’s anger was

kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him. Thou

son of the perverse rebellious woman, as long as the

son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be

established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and

fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. AndJonathan
answered Saul his father, and said unto him. Wherefore

shall he be slain? what hath he done? And Saul cast a

javelin at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan loiew

that it was determined of his father to slay David. So

Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat

no meat the second day ofthe month : for he was grieved

for David, because his father had done him shame.

And it came to pass in the morning that Jonathan

went out into the field at the time appointed with David,

and a little lad with him. And he said unto his lad. Run,
find out now the arrows which I shoot. And as the lad

ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. And when the lad

was come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had
shot, Jonathan cried after the lad, and said. Is not the

arrow beyond thee? And Jonathan cried after the lad.

Make speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan’s lad

gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. But
the lad knew not anything: only Jonathan and David
knew the matter. And Jonathan gave his weapons unto
his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to the city.

And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of
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a place toward the south, and fell on his face to the

ground, and bowed himself three times
;
and they kissed

one another, and wept one with another, until David

exceeded. And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace,

forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of

the Lord, saying. The Lord be between me and thee,

and between my seed and thy seed for ever. And he

arose and departed: and Jonathan went into the city.

I SAMUEL XX. 1-7, 18-22, 24-42

THE DEATH OF SAUL

NOW the Philistines fought against Israel : and the

men of Israel fled from before the Philistines,

and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. And the Philistines

followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the

Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchi-

shua, Saul’s sons. And the battle went sore against Saul,

and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of

the archers. Then said Saul unto his armour-bearer.

Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest

these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and

abuse me. But his armour-bearer would not; for he was

sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon

it. And when his armour-bearer saw that Saul was dead,

he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him. So

Saul died, and his three sons, and his armour-bearer,

and all his men, that same day together. And when the

men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley,

and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that

the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were
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dead, they forsook the cities, and fled
;
and the Philistines

came and dwelt in them.

And it came to pass on the morrow, when the

Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul

and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they

cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent

into the land of the Phihstines round about, to publish

it in the house of their idols, and among the people.

And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth:

and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.

And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that

which the Philistines had done to Saul
;
all the valiant

men arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul

and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan,

and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they

took their bones, and buried them under a tree at Jabesh,

and fasted seven days. i samuel xxxi

DAVID’S LAMENT OVER JONATHAN
y\ND David lamented with this lamentation over Saul

l\ and over Jonathan his son

:

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places:

How are the mighty fallen

!

Tell it not in Gath,

Publish it not in the streets of Askelon

;

Lest the daughters of the Phihstines rejoice.

Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.
Ye mountains of Gilboa,

Let there be no dew, neither let there be rain, upon
you, nor fields of offerings

:
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For there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away,

The shield of Saul, as though he had not been

anointed with oil.

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the

mighty,

The bow of Jonathan turned not back,

And the sword of Saul returned not empty.

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their

lives,

And in their death they were not divided :

They were swifter than eagles.

They were stronger than lions.

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,

Who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights,

Who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel.

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle

!

0 Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places.

1 am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan:

Very pleasant hast thou been unto me

:

Thy love to me was wonderful.

Passing the love of women.

How are the mighty fallen,

And the weapons of war perished ! ii samuel i. 17-27

DAVID KING OF ISRAEL

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto

Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy

bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, when Saul was

king over us,thou wast he that leddest out andbroughtest

in Israel: and the Lord said to thee, Thou shalt feed
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my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel.

So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron;

and king David made a league with them in Hebron

before the Lord: and they anointed David king over

Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to

reign, and he reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned

over Judah seven years and six months : and in Jerusalem

he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and

Judah. II SAMUEL v. i-s

DAVID BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM
AND David arose, and went with all the people that

were with him to bring up the ark of God, whose
name is called by the name of the Lord of hosts that

dwelleth between the cherubims. So David went and
brought up the ark of God into the city of David with

gladness. And it was so, that when they that bare the

ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen
and fadings. And David danced before the Lord with
all his might

;
and David was girded with a linen ephod.

So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark

of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the

trumpet. And they brought in the ark of the Lord, and
set it in his place, in the midst of the tabernacle that

David had pitched for it : and David offered burnt offer-

ings and peace offerings before the Lord. And as soon
as David had made an end of offering burnt offerings

and peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name
of the Lord of hosts. And he dealt among all the people,
even among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to
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the women as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a

good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. So ali the

people departed every one to his house.

II SAMUEL vi. 2, 12-15,

THE CONSECRATION OF THE KINGS
AND it came to pass, when the king sat in his house,

mjL and the Lord had given him rest round about from

all his enemies
;
that the king said unto Nathan the pro-

phet, See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark

of God dwelleth within curtains. And Nathan said to

the king. Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the Lord
is with thee.

And it came to pass that night, that the word of the

Lord came unto Nathan, saying. Go and tell my servant

David, Thus saith the Lord, Shalt thou build me an

house for me to dwell in? whereas I have not dwelt in

any house since the time that I brought up the children

of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked

in a tent and in a tabernacle. Now therefore so shalt

thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the Lord
of hosts : I took thee from the sheepcote, from following

the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel : and

I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have

cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made

thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men
that are in the earth. Moreover I will appoint a place

for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may
dwell in a place of their own, and move no more

;
neither

shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more,
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as beforetime, and as since the time that I commanded

judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused

thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the Lord

telleth thee that he will make thee an house. And when
thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy

fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall

proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his king-

dom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will

stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be

his father, and he shall be my son. Ifhe commit iniquity,

I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the

stripes of the children of men : but my mercy shall not

depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I

put away before thee. And thine house and thy king-

dom shall be established for ever before thee : thy throne

shall be established for ever. According to all these

words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan
speak unto David.

Then went king David in, and sat before the Lord,
and he said. Who am I, O Lord God? and what is my
house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? And this

was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord God
; but

thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great

while to come. And is this the manner of man, 0 Lord
God? And what can David say more unto thee? for

thou. Lord God, knowest thy servant. For thy word’s
sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done
all these great things, to make thy servant know them.
Wherefore thou art great, O Lord God : for there is

none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee,
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according to all that we have heard with our ears. And
what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like

Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to him-

self, and to make him a name, and to do for you great

things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people,

which thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the

nations and their gods? For thou hast confirmed to thy-

self thy people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever:

and thou, Lord, art become their God. And now, O
Lord God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning

thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it for

ever, and do as thou hast said. And let thy name be
magnified for ever, saying. The Lord of hosts is the

God over Israel : and let the house of thy servant David
be established before thee. For thou, O Lord of hosts,

God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will

build thee an house: therefore hath thy servant found
in his heart to pray this prayer imto thee. And now, O
Lord God, thou art that God, and thy words be true,

and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant:

therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of

thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee:

for thou, O Lord God, hast spoken it: and with thy

blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever.

n SAMUEL vii. 1-6, 8-29

DAVID’S SIN AND HIS REPENTANCE
AND it came to pass, after the year was expired, at

the time when kings go forth to battle, that David
sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and
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they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged

Rabbah.

But David tarried still at Jerusalem. And it came to

pass in an evening-tide that David arose from olF his

bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house : and

from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the

woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David

sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is

not this Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eham, the wife of

Uriah the Hittite?

And it came to pass in the morning that David wrote

a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And
he wrote in the letter, saying. Set ye Uriah in the fore-

front of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that

he may be smitten, and die. And it came to pass, when
Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah imto a

place where he knew that valiant men were. And the

men of the city went out and fought with Joab: and
there fell some of the people of the servants of David

;

and Uriah the Hittite died also.

And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her

husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. And
when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her

to his house, and she became his wife, and bare bim a
son. But the thing that David had done displeased the

Lord.

And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came
unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in
one city

;
the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man

had exceeding many flocks and herds : but the poor man
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had nothing, save one little etve lamb, which he had

bought and nourished up : and it grew up together with

him, and with his children
;
it did eat of his own meat,

and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was

unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto

the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and

of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was

come imto him
;
but took the poor man’s lamb, and

dressed it for the man that was come to him.

And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the

man ; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord Hveth, theman
that hath done this thing shall surely die: and he shall

restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and

because he had no pity. And Nathan said to David,

Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel,

I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee

out of the hand of Saul
;
and I gave thee thy master’s

house, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah

;

and if that had been too little, I would moreover have

given unto thee such and such things. Wherefore hast

thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil

in his sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the

sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast

slain him vdth the sword of the children of Ammon.
Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine

house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken

the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. And David

said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And
Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away

thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this

14
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deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of

the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto

thee shall surely die.

And Nathan departed unto his house. And the Lobd

struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and

it was very sick. David therefore besought God for the

child
;
and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night

upon the earth. And the elders of his house arose, and

went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he

would not, neither did he eat bread with them. And it

came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died.

And the servants of David feared to tell him that the

child was dead: for they said. Behold, while the child

was yet ahve, we spake unto him, and he would not

hearken unto our voice: how will he then .vex himself,

if we tell him that the child is dead? But when David

saw that his servants whispered, David perceived that

the child was dead: therefore David said imto his ser-

vants, Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead.

Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and
anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came
iato the house of the Lord, and worshipped: then he
came to his own house; and when he required, they set

bread before him, and he did eat. Then said his servants

unto him. What thing is this that thou hast done? thou
didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive; but
when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread.

And he said. While the child was yet ahve, I fasted and
wept: for I said. Who can tell whether God will be
gracious to me, that the child may hve? But now he is
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dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back

again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.
II SAMUEL xi. 1-3, 14-17, 26, 27; xii. I-IO, 13-23

ABSALOM

I
T came to pass after this that Absalom prepared

him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before

him. And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the

way of the gate : and it was so, that when any man that

had a controversy came to the king for judgment, then

Absalom called unto him, and said. Of what city art

thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the

tribes of Israel. And Absalom said unto him. See, thy

matters are good and right
;
but there is no man deputed

of the king to hear thee. Absalom said moreover. Oh
that I were made judge in the land, that every man
which hath any suit or cause might come imto me, and
I would do him justice! And it was so, that when any

man came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth

his hand, and took him, and kissed him. And on this

manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king

for judgment : so Absalom stole the hearts of the men
of Israel.

And it came to pass that Absalom said imto the kiiig,

I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have

vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron. For thy servant

vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, saying.

If the Lord shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem,

then I will serve the Lord. And the king said unto

him. Go in peace. So he arose, and went to Hebron.

But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of

14-2
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Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the

trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron.

And with Absalom went two hundred men out of Jeru-

salem, that were called
;
and they went in their simplicity,

and they knew not any thing. And Absalom sent for

Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counseller, from his

city, even from Giloh, while he offered sacrifices. And
the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased con-

tinually with Absalom.

And there came a messenger to David, saying. The
hearts of the men of Israel are afterAbsalom. And David
said unto all his servants that were with him at Jeru-

salem, Arise, and let us flee
;
for we shall not else escape

from Absalom : make speed to depart, lest he overtake

us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the city

with the edge of the sword. And the king’s servants

said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are ready to do

whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint. And the

king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried

in a place that was far off. ii samuel xv. 1-15, 17

DAVID’S SORROW FOR ABSALOM
/IND David numbered the people that were with him,
AX. and set captains of thousands and captains of hun-
dreds over them. And David sent forth a third part of

the people under the hand of Joab, and a third part

under the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s

brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai the
Gittite. And the king said unto the people, I will surely

go forth with you myself also. But the people answered,
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Thou shalt not go forth : for if we flee away, they will

not care for us; neither if half of us die, will they care

for us: but now thou art worth ten thousand of us;

therefore now it is better that thou succour us out of the

city. And the king said unto them. What seemeth you

best I will do. And the king stood by the gate side, and

all the people came out by hundreds and by thousands.

And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai,

saying. Deal gently for my sake with the young man,

even with Absalom. And all the people heard when
the king gave all the captains charge concerning

Absalom.

So the people went out into the field against Israel :

and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim ;
where the

people of Israel were slain before the servants of David,

and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty

thousand men. For the battle was there scattered over

the face of all the country: and the wood devoured more
people that day than the sword devoured.

And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absa-

lom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the

thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold

of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and

the earth; and the mule that was under him went away.

And a certam man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Be-

hold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. And Joab said

unto the man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest

him, and why didst thou not smite him there to the

ground? and I would have given thee ten shekels of

silver, and a girdle. And the man said unto Joab,
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Though I should receive a thousand shekels of silver in

mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against

the king’s son : for in our hearing the king charged thee

and Abishai and Ittai, sa3dng, Beware that none touch

the young man Absalom. Otherwise I should have

wrought falsehood against mine own life; for there is

no matter hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest

have set thyself against me.

Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And
he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through

the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst

of the oak. And ten young men that bare Joab’s armour

compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew him.

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned

from pursuing after Israel ; for Joab held back the people.

And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in

the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon him

:

and all Israel fled every one to his tent.

Now Absalom in his life-time had taken and reared

up for himself a pillar, which is in the king’s dale : for he
said, I have no son to keep my name in remembrance :

and he called the pillar after his own name : and it is

called unto this day, Absalom’s place.

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now run
and bear the king tidings, how that the Lord hath
avenged him of his enemies. And Joab said unto him,
Thou shalt not bear tidings this day, but thou shalt bear
tidings another day: but this day thou shalt bear no
tidings, because the king’s son is dead. Then said Joab
to the Cushite, Go tell the king what thou hast seen.
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And the Cushite bowed himself unto Joab, and ran.

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to Joab,

But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run after the

Cushite. And Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou run, my
son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready? But how"
soever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him. Run.

Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and over-

ran the Cushite. And David sat between the two gates

:

and the watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto

the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold

aman running alone. And the watchman cried, and told

the king. And the king said. If he be alone, there is

tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, and drew

near. And the watchman saw another man running:

and the watchman called unto the porter, and said. Be-

hold another man running alone. And the king said.

He also bringeth tidings. And the watchman said, Me-
thinketh the running of the foremost is like the running

of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the king said, He
is a good man, and cometh with good tidings.

And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is

well. And he fell down to the earth upon his face before

the king, and said. Blessed be the Lord thy God, which

hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand
againstmy lord the king. And the king said, Is the young

man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab

sent the king’s servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great

tumult, but I knew not what it was. And the king said

unto him, Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned

aside, and stood still.
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And, behold, the Cushite came
;
and the Cushite said,

Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lord hath avenged
thee this day of all them that rose up against thee. And
the king said unto the Cushite, Is the youngman Absalom
safe? And the Cushite answered. The enemies of my lord

the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be
as that young man is. And the king was much moved,and
went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and
as he went, thus he said: O my son Absalom, my son,

my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee,

O Absalom, my son, my son ! ii samuel xviii

ADONIJAH AND SOLOMON

King David was old and stricken in years. Then
Adonijahthe son ofHaggith exalted himself, saying,

I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horse-
men, and fifty men to run before him. And his father
had not displeased him at any time in saying. Why hast
thou done so? And he also was a very goodly man

; and
his mother bare him after Absalom. And he conferred
with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the
priest: and they following Adonijah helped him. But
Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,
and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the
mighty men which belonged to David were not with
Adonijah. And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat
cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by En-rogel,
and called all his brethren the king’s sons, and all the
men of Judah the king’s servants : but Nathan the pro-
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phet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon
ms brother he called not.

^Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba, the mother
ot Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah
the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord
Imoweth it not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray
t ee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own
life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee
in untci king David, and say unto him. Didst not thou,my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying,Wedly Solomon thy son shaU reign after me, and
he shall sit upon my throne? Why then doth Adonijah
rei^ ? Behold, while thou yet talkest there with the king
I also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words.

’

And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into the
chamber: and the king was very old. And Bath-sheba
bowed, and did obeisance unto the king. And the king
said, What wouldest thou? And she said unto him My
lord thou swarest by the Lord thy God unto thine
h^dmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall
reign ^ter me, and he shall sit upon my throne. And
now, behold, Adonijah reigneth

; and now, my lord the
kmg, ,hou knowest it not: and he hath sikn o«n
tat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all
the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab
the captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant hath
he not caUed. And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of
all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them
who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after
him. Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my lord the
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king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son

Solomon shall be counted oflFenders.

And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan

the prophet also came in. And they told the king, say-

ing, Behold Nathan the prophet. And when he was

come in before the king, he bowed himself before the

king with his face to the ground. And Nathan said. My
lord, O king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after

me, and he shall sit upon my throne ? For he is gone down
this day, and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in

abundance, and hath called all the king’s sons, and the

captains of the host, andAbiathar the priest; and, behold,

they eat and drink before him, and say, God save king

Adonijah. But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the

priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy servant

Solomon hath he not called. Is this thing done by mylord

the king, and thou hast not shewed it unto thy servant,

who should siton thethrone ofmylordtheking afterhim?

Then king David answered and said. Call me Bath-

sheba. And she came into the king’s presence, and stood

before the king. And the king sware, and said, As the

Lord liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all dis-

tress, even as I sware unto thee by the Lord God of

Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign

after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead;

even so will I certainly do this day. Then Bath-sheba
bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to

the king, and said. Let my lord king David live for ever.

And king David said. Call me Zadok the priest, and
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.
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And they came before the king. The king also said imto

them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and

cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule,

and bring him down to Gihon: and let Zadok the priest

and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over

Israel : and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God
save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up after him,

that he may come and sit upon my throne
;
for he shall

be king in my stead : and I have appointed him to be

ruler over Israel and over Judah. And Benaiah the son

of Jehoiada answered the king, and said. Amen: the

Lord God of my lord the king say so too. As the Lord
hath been with my lord the king, even so be he with

Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne

of my lord king David.

So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and

the Pelethites went down, and caused Solomon to ride

upon king David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon.

And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the

tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew

the trumpet; and all the people said, God save king

Solomon ! And all the people came up after him, and

the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy,

so that the earth rent with the sound of them.

And Adonijah and aU the guests that were with him
heard it as they had made an end of eating. And when
Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, Wherefore

is this noise of the city being in an uproar? And while

he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the
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priest came: and Adonijah said unto him, Come in; for

thou art a valiant man, and bringest good tidings. And
Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, Verily our lord

king David hath made Solomon king. And the king

hath sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan the

prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the

Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have caused

him to ride upon the king’s mule : and Zadok the priest

and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in

Gihon : and they are come up from thence rejoicing, so

that the city rang again. This is the noise that ye have

heard. And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the

kingdom. And moreover the kmg’s servants came to

bless our lord king David, saying, God make the name
of Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne

greater than thy throne. And the king bowed himself

upon the bed. And also thus said the king. Blessed be

the Lord God of Israel, which hath given one to sit

on my throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it. And
all the guests that were with Adonijah were afraid, and
rose up, and went every man his way, ,

And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose,

and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.

And it was told Solomon, saying. Behold, Adonijah
feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on
the horns of the altar, sa3dng. Let king Solomon swear
unto me to-day that he will not slay his servant with the

sword. And Solomon said. If he will shew himsplf a
worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the
earth : but if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall
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die. So king Solomon sent, and they brought him down
from the altar. And he came and bowed himself to king

Solomon : and Solomon said unto him, Goto thinehouse.

I KINGS i. I, 5-53

SOLOMON’S WISDOM
AND Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of

Jlx. Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought

her into the city of David, until he had made an end of

building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and
the wall of Jerusalem round about. Only the people

sacrificed in high places, because there was no house

built unto the name of the Lord until those days. And
Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of

David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense

in high places. And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice

there; for that was the great high place: a thousand

burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar.

In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
by night: and God said. Ask what I shall give thee.

And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant

David my father great mercy, according as he walked

before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in up-

rightness of heart with thee
;
and thou hast kept for him

this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to

sit on his throne, as it is this day. And now, O Lord
my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of

David my father : and I am but a little child : I know not

how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst

of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people,

that cannot be numbered nor counted for mpltitude.
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Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to

judge thy people, that I may discern between good and

bad : for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?

And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had

asked this thing. And God said unto him. Because thou

hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long

life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked

the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself

understanding to discernjudgment; behold, I have done

according to thy words : lo, I have given thee a wise and

an understanding heart
;
so that there was none like thee

before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto

thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast

not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall

not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes

and my commandments, as thy father David did walk,

then I will lengthen thy days.

And Solomon awoke
;
and, behold, it was a dream.

And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of

the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings,

and offered peace offerings, and made a feast to all his

servants.

Then there came two women unto the king, and stood

before him. And the one woman said, O my lord, I and
this woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered of

a child with her in the house. And it came to pass the

third day after that I was delivered, that this woman
was delivered also: and we were together; there was no
stranger with us in the house, save we two in the house.
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And this woman’s child died in the night; because she

overlaid it. And she arose at midnight, and took my son

from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid

it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.

And when I rose in the morning, behold, it was dead:

but when I had considered it in the morning, behold,

it was not my son, which I did bear. And the other

woman said, Nay
;
but the living is my son, and the dead

is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead is thy son,

and the living ismy son. Thus theyspake before the king.

Then said the king, The one saith. This is my son

that liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the other saith.

Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living.

And the king said. Bring me a sword. And they brought

a sword before the king. And the king said. Divide the

living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to

the other. Then spake the woman whose the living child

was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son,

and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in

no wise slay it. But the other said. Let it be neither mine
nor thine, but divide it. Then the king answered and
said. Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it:

she is the mother thereof. And all Israel heard of the

judgment which the king had judged; and they feared

the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in

him, to do judgment.

Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by

the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and making
merry. And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from
the river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the
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border of Egypt; they brought presents, and served

Solomon all the days of his life. And Judah and Israel

dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his

fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of

Solomon. And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of

horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen.

And those ofiicers provided victual for king Solomon,

and for all that came unto king Solomon’s table, every

man in his month : they lacked nothing. Barley also and

straw for the horses and dromedaries brought they unto

the place where the ofiicers were, every man according

to his charge.

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding

exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand

that is on the sea shore. And Solomon’s wisdom ex-

celled the wisdom of all the children of the east country,

and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all

men; and his fame was in all nations round about. And
he spake three thousand proverbs : and his songs were a

thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the

cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that

springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of

fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there

carOe of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from
all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom,

I KINGS iii; iv. 20, 21, 25-34

THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE
AND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solo-

mon; for he had heard that they had anointed him
king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a
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iover of David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,

Thou knowest how that David my father could not build

an house unto the name of the Lord his God for the

wars which were about him on every side, until theLord
put them under the soles of his feet. But now the Lord
my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there

is neither adversary nor evil occurrent. And, behold,

I purpose to build an house unto the name of the Lord
my God, as the Lord spake unto David my father, say-

ing, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy

room, he shall build an house unto my name. Now
therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees

out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy ser-

vants: and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants

according to all that thou shalt appoint : for thou know-

est that there is not among us any that can skill to hew
timber like unto the Sidonians.

So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees

according to all his desire. And the king commanded,
and they brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed
stones, to laythe foundation of the house. And Solomon’s

builders and Hiram’s builders did hew them, and the

stone-squarers : so they prepared timber and stones to

build the house. ikings v. 1-6, 10, 17, 18

And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying,

Concerning this house which thou art in building, if

thou wilt walk in mystatutes,and execute myjudgments,
and keep all my commandments to walk in them ; then

will I perform my word with thee, which I spake unto
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David thy father: and I will dwell among the children

of Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel.

So Solomon built the house, and finished it. And he

built the walls of the house within with boards of cedar,

both the floor of the house, and the walls of the ceiling:

and he covered them on the inside with wood, and

covered the floor ofthe house with planks of fir. And the

oracle he prepared in the house within, to set there the

ark of the covenant of the Lord. And the whole house

he overlaid with gold, until he had finished all the house

:

also the whole altar that was by the oracle he overlaid

with gold. And within the oracle hemade two cherubims
of olive tree, each ten cubits high. And five cubits was

the one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the other

wing of the cherub : from the uttermost part of the one

wing unto the uttermost part of the other were ten

cubits. And he set the cherubims within the inner

house : and they stretched forth the wings of the cheru-

bims, so that the wing of the one touched the one

wall, and the wing of the other cherub touched the

other wall; and their wings touched one another in the

midst of the house. And he overlaid the cherubims

with gold.

And he carved all the walls of the house round about

with carved figures of cherubims and palm trees and
open flowers, within and without. And for the entering

ofthe oracle he made doors of olive tree. The two doors

also were of olive tree
;
and he carved upon them carvings

of cherubims and pahn trees and open flowers, and
overlaid them with gold, and spread gold upon the



!

i THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE 227

chembims, and upon the palm trees. So also made he

^
for the door of the temple posts of olive tree. And the

. two doors were of fir tree : the two leaves of the one door

! were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were

folding. And he carved thereon cherubims and palm
trees and open flowers : and covered them with gold

fitted upon the carved work. And he built the inner

court with three rows of hewed stone, and a row of

^
cedar beams. In the fourth year was the foundation of

the house of the Lord laid, in the month Zif: and in

the eleventh year, in the month Bui, which is the eighth

month, was the house finished throughout all the parts

thereof, and according to all the fashion of it. So was he

seven years in building it.

And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto

the house of the Lord : the altar of gold, and the table

I

of gold, whereupon the shewbread was, and the candle-

;
sticks of pure gold, five on the right side and five on

1 the left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the

i lamps, and the tongs of gold, and the bowls, and the

snuffers, and the basins, and the spoons, and the cen-
'*

sers of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for the

doors of the inner house, the most holy place, and for

the doors of the house, to wit, of the temple. So was
ended all the work that king Solomon made forthe house

of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which
i David his father had dedicated

; even the silver, and the

^
gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures of

the house of the Lord.

i I KINGS vi. 11-15, 19, 22-24, 27-38; vii. 48-51

15^
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SOLOMON’S PRAYER

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and

all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of

the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem,

that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the

Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. And all

the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solo-

mon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the

seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, and the

priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark

of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and

all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, even

those did the priests and the Levites bring up. And
king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, that

were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark,

sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor

numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in

the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, into

the oracle of the house,to the most holyplace, even imder

the wings of the cherubims. For the cherubims spread

forth their two wings over the place of the ark, and the

cheiubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above.

There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of

stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord
made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they

came out of the land of Egypt. And it came to pass,

when the priests were come out of the holy place, that

the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests

could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for

the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord.
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Then spake ^olomon, The Lord said that he would

dwell in the thick darkness. Yet I have surely built thee

an house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide in

for ever. And the king turned his face about, and blessed

all the congregation of Israel: and all the congregation

of Israel stood. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God
of Israel, which spake with his mouth unto David my
father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying, Since

the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of

Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to

build an house, that my name might be therein; but I

chose David to be over my people Israel. And it was in

the heart of David my father to build an house for the

name of the Lord God of Israel. And the Lord said

unto David my father. Whereas it was in thine heart to

build an house unto my name, thou didst well that it

was in thine heart. Nevertheless thou shalt not build the

house; but thy son shall build the house unto my name.

And the Lord hath performed his word that he spake,

and I am risen up in the room of David my father, and

sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and

have built an house for the name of the Lord God of

Israel. And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein

is the covenant of the Lord, which he made with our

fathers when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in

the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread

forth his hands toward heaven: and he said. Lord God
of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or

on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with
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thy servants that walk before thee witKall their heart:

who hast kept with thy servant David my father that

thou promisedst him : thou spakest also with thy mouth,

and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day.

Therefore now. Lord God of Israel, keep with thy ser-

vant David my father that thou promisedst him, saying,

There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the

throne of Israel
;
so that thy children take heed to their

way, that they walk beforeme as thou hast walked before

me. And now, 0 God of Israel, let thy word, I pray

thee, be verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant

David my father. But will God indeed dwell on the

earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens can-

not contain thee; how much less this house that I have

builded? Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy

servant, and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to

hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy ser-

vant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be

open toward this house night and day, even toward the

place of which thou hast said. My name shall be there

:

that thou mayest hearken xmto the prayer which thy

servant shall make toward this place. And hearken thou
to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people

Israel, when they shall pray toward this place : and hear
thou in heaven thy dwelling-place: and when thou hear-

est, forgive.

If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an
oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the
oath come before thine altar in this house: then hear
thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, con-
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demning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head;

and justifying the righteous, to give him according to

his righteousness.

When thy people Israel be smitten down before the

enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall

turn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and

make supplication unto thee in this house: then hear

thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel,

and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest

unto their fathers.

When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because

they have sinned against thee; if they pray toward this

place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin,

when thou afflictest them: then hear thou in heaven,

and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people

Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein they

should walk, and give rain upon thy land, which thou

hast given to thy people for an inheritance.

If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence,

blasting, mildew, locust, or if there be caterpillar; if

their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities
;

whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what

prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or

by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the

plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands

toward this house: then hear thou in heaven thy dwell-

ing-place, and forgive, and do, and give to every man
according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest (for

thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the

children of men)
;
that they may fear thee all the days
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that they live in the land which thou gavest unto our

fathers.

Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy

people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for thy

name’s sake (for they shall hear of thy great name, and

of thy strong hand, and of thy stretched out arm); when

he shall come and pray toward this house; hear thou in

heaven thy dwelling-place, and do according to all that

the stranger calleth to thee for: that all people of the

earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people

Israel
;
and that they may know that this house, which I

have builded, is called by thy name.

If thy people go out to battle against their enemy,

whithersoever thou shalt send them, and shall pray unto

the Lord toward the city which thou hast chosen, and

toward the house that I have built for thy name: then

hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplication,

and maintain their cause. If they sin against thee (for

there is no man that sinneth not), and thou be angry

with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they

carry them away captives unto the land of the enemy,

far or near; yet if they shall bethink themselves in the

land whither they were carried captives, and repent, and
make supplication unto thee in the land of them that

carried them captives, saying, We have sinned, and have
done perversely, we have committed wickedness; and
so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all

their soul, in the land of their enemies which led them
away captive, and pray unto thee toward their land,

which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which
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thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for

thy name: then hear thou their prayer and their sup-

plication in heaven thy dwelling-place, and maintain

their cause, and forgive thy people that have sinned

against thee, and all their transgressions wherein they

have transgressed against thee, and give them com-
passion before them who carried them captive, that they

may have compassion on them : for they be thy people,

and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth out

of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron : that

thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of thy

servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel,

to hearken unto them in all that they call for unto thee.

For thou didst separate them from among all the people

of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by
the hand of Moses thy servant when thou broughtest

our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God.
And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end

of praying all this prayer and supplication unto the

Lord, he arose from before the altar of the Lord, from
kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to hea-

ven. And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of

Israel with a loud voice, saying. Blessed be the Lord,
that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to

all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of

all his good promise, which he promised by the hand
of Moses his servant. The Lord our God be with us,

as he was with our fathers : let him not leave us, nor for-

sake us: that he may incline our hearts unto him, to

walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments.
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and his statutes, and his judgments, which he com-

manded our fathers. And let these my words, where-

with I have made supplication before the Lord, be nigh

unto the Lord our God day and night, that he maintain

the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people

Israel at all times, as the matter shall require: that all

the people of the earth may know that the Lord is God,

and that there is none else. Let your heart therefore be

perfect with the Lord our God, to walk in his statutes,

and to keep his commandments, as at this day.

I KINGS viii. 1-7, 9-61

THE QUEEN OF SHEBA
AND when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of

xJL Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she

came to prove him with hard questions. And she came
to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that

bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones

:

and when she was come to Solomon, she communed
with him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon
told her all her questions: there was not anything hid

from the king which he told her not.

And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s
wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the meat
of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the

attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his

cup-bearers, and his ascent bywhich he went up unto the

house of the Lord
;
there was no more spirit in her. And

she said to the king. It was a true report that I heard in
mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit
I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had
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seen it : and. behold,the halfwas not told me: thywisdom
and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. Happy
are thy men happy are these thy servants, which stand
continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee,
to set thee on the throne of Israel; because the Lord
loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to
do jud^ent and justice. And she gave the king an
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very
great store, and precious stones: there came no more
such abundance of spices as these which the queen of
Sheba gave to king Solomon.

i kings x. i-io

HEROES OF FAITH
l^OW faith is the substance of things hoped for, the± ’^ evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders
obtained a good report. Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so
that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear.

By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by
It he being dead yet speaketh. By faith Enoch was
translated that he should not see death; and was not
found, because God had translated him : for before his
tanslation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
But without faith it is inapossible to please him: for he
diat cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. By faith
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Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,

moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his

house; by the which he condemned the world, and

became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. By

faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a

place which he should after receive for an inheritance,

obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he

went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise,

as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with

Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same

promise: for he looked for the city which hath founda-

tions, whose builder and maker is God. Through faith

also Sarah herself received strength to conceive seed, and

was delivered of a child when she was past age, because

she judged him faithful who had promised. Therefore

sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so

many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the

sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

These all died in faith, not having received the

promises, but having seen them afar off, and greeted

them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things

declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if

they had been mindful of that country fromwhence they

came out, they might have had opportunity to have
returned. But now they desire a better country, that is,

an heavenly : wherefore God is not ashamed to be called

their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up
Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered
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Up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, That in

Isaac shall thy seed be called: accounting that God
was able to raise him up, even from the dead

;
from

whence also he received him in a figure. By faith Isaac

blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. By
faith Jacob, when he was a-dying, blessed both the sons

of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his

staff. By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention

of the departing of the children of Israel
;
and gave

commandment concerning his bones. By faith Moses,

when he was born, was hid three months of his parents,

because they saw he was a proper child
;
and they were

not afraid of the king’s commandment. By faith Moses,

when he was come to years, refused to be called the

son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer

affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the

pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach

of the Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt

:

for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.

By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the

king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling

of blood, lest he that destroyed the first-born should

touch them. By faith they passed through the Red sea

as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were

drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after

they were compassed about seven days.

And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me
to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of

Jephthah; of David also, and Samuel, and of the
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prophets :who throughfaithsubdued kingdoms,wrought

righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of

lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge

of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed

valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

Women received their dead raised to life again: and

otherswere tortured,not accepting deliverance
;
that they

might obtain a better resurrection: and others had trial

of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of

bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were

sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword

:

they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being

destitute, afflicted, tormented
;
they of whom the world

was not worthy wandered in deserts, and in mountains,

and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having

obtained a good report through faith, received not the

promise: God having provided some better thing for us,

that they without us should not be made perfect.
* HEBREWS xi. 1-30, 32-40
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PSALMS

t
ORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle?

-^ Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness,

And speaketh the truth in his heart.

He that backbiteth not with his tongue.

Nor doeth evil to his neighbour,

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned

;

But he honoureth them that fear the Lord.

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.

He that putteth not out his money to usury.

Nor taketh reward against the innocent.

He that doeth these things shall never be moved.
PSALM XV

The heavens declare the glory of God

;

And the firmament sheweth his handiwork.

Day unto day uttereth speech.

And night unto night sheweth knowledge.

There is no speech nor language

:

Their voice is not heard.

Their line is gone out through all the earth,

And their words to the end of the world.

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber.

And rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.

His going forth is from the end of the heaven.

And his circuit unto the ends of it:

And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul:

Thetestimonyof theLord is sure,makingwisethesimple.
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The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart:

The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening

the eyes .

The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever:

The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous

altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold:

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

Moreover by them is thy servant warned

:

And in keeping of them there is great reward.

Who can understand his errors?

Cleanse thou me from secret faults.

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins

;

Let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be

upright,

And I shall be innocent from the great transgression.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in thy sight,

O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer, psalm xix

The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble

;

The name of the God of Jacob defend thee

;

Send thee help from the sanctuary.

And strengthen thee out of Zion;

Remember all thy olferings,

And accept thy burnt sacrifice;

Grant thee according to thine own heart.

And fulfil all thy counsel.

We will rejoice in thy salvation.
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And in the name of our God we will set up our banners :

The Lord fulfil all thy petitions.

Now know I that the Lord saveth his anointed

;

He will hear him from his holy heaven

With the saving strength of his right hand.

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses:

But we will remember the name of the Lord our God.

They are brought down and fallen

:

But we are risen, and stand upright.

Save, Lord:

Let the king hear us when we call. psalm xx

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures

:

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul

:

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his

name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow

of death,

I will fear no evil : for thou art with me

;

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of

mine enemies:

Thou anointest my head with oil
;
my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days

of my life:

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

PSALM xxiii

•
^ 16-2 /v
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^"T^HE earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof

;

X The world, and they that dwell therein.

For he hath founded it upon the seas,

And established it upon the floods.

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?

Or who shall stand in his holy place?

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,

Nor sworn deceitfully.

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord,

And righteousness from the God of his salvation.

This is the generation of them that seek him,

That seek thy face, O Jacob.

Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates

;

And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors

;

And the Bang of glory shall come in.

Who is this Bang of glory?

The Lord strong and mighty,

The Lord mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O ye gates
;

Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors

;

And the King of glory shall come in.

Who is this Kling of glory?

The Lord of hosts.

He is the King of glory. psalm x.xiv

AS the hart panteth after the water-brooks,
-tX So panteth my soul after thee, O God.
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:
When shall I come and appear before God?



My tears have been my meat day and night,

While they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?
When I remember these things, I pouroutmysoul inme

:

For I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to

the house of God,
With the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that

kept holy-day.

Why art thou cast down, O my soul?

And why art thou disquieted in me?
Hope thou in God : for I shall yet praise him
For the help of his countenance.

G my God, my soul is cast down within me

:

Therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan,

And of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy water-spouts

:

All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.

Yet the Lord will command his loving-kindness in the

day-time.

And in the night his song shall be with me.

And my prayer unto the God of my life.

I will sayuntoGodmy rock,Whyhast thou forgotten me?
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the

enemy?

As with a sword inmybones,mine enemies reproach me

;

While they say daily unto me. Where is thy God?
Why art thou cast down, O my soul?

And why art thou disquieted within me?
Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him.

Who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

PSALM xlii
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My heart is inditing a good matter:

I speak of the things which I have made touching

the king:

My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

Thou art fairer than the children of men

:

Grace is poured into thy lips:

Therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.

Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty,

With thy glory and thy majesty.

And in thy majesty ride prosperously.

Because of truth and meekness and righteousness

;

And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.

Thine arrows are sharp

In the heart of the king’s enemies

;

Whereby the people fall under thee.

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever

:

The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness

:

Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia,

Out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee

glad.

Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women:
Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of

Ophir.

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine
ear;

Forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house;
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So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty:

For he is thy Lord
;
and worship thou him.

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift;

Even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour.

The king’s daughter is all glorious within

:

Her clothing is of wrought gold.

She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needle-

work:

The virgins her companions that follow her

Shall be brought unto thee.

With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought:

They shall enter into the king’s palace.

Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children,

Whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth.

I will make thy name to be remembered in all genera-

tions :

Therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.

PSALM xlv

God is our refuge and strength,

A very present help in trouble.

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed.

And though the mountains be carried into the midst of

the sea

;

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,

Though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad

the city of God,

The holy place of the tabernacle of the most High.

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved:
God shall help her, and that right early.
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The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved

:

He uttered his voice, the earth melted.

The Lord of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the Lord,

What desolations he hath made in the earth.

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth;

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in

sunder;

He bumeth the chariot in the fire.

Be still, and know that I am God

:

I will be exalted among the heathen,

I will be exalted in the earth.

The Lord of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge. psalm xivi

Truly God is good to Israel,

Even to such as are of a clean heart.

But as for me, my feet were almost gone;

My steps had well-nigh slipped.

For I was envious at the foolish,

When I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

For there are no bands in their death

:

But their strength is firm.

They are not in trouble as other men

;

Neither are they plagued like other men.

Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain ;

Violence covereth them as a garment.

Their eyes stand out with fatness:

They have more than heart could wish.
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They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning op-

pression :

They speak loftily.

They set their mouth against the heavens,

And their tongue walketh through the earth.

Therefore his people return hither:

And waters of a full cup are wrung out to them.

And they say. How doth God know?
And is there knowledge in the most High?

Behold, these are the ungodly.

Who prosper in the world
; they increase in riches.

Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain.

And washed my hands in innocency.

For all the day long have I been plagued.

And chastened every morning.

If I say, I will speak thus

;

Behold, I should offend against the generation of thy

children.

When I thought to know this.

It was too painful for me;
Until I went into the sanctuary of God;
Then understood I their end.

As a dream when one awaketh;

So, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their

image.

Thus my heart was grieved.

And I was pricked in my reins

:

So foolish was I, and ignorant:

I was as a beast before thee.
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Nevertheless I am continually with thee

:

Thou hast holden me by my right hand.

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,

And afterward receive me to glory.

Whom have I in heaven but thee?

And there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

My flesh and my heart faileth

:

But God is the strength of my heart, and my portion

for ever.

It is good for me to draw near to God

:

I have put my trust in the Lord God,

That I may declare all thy works.

PSALM Ixxiii. 1-17, 20-26, 28

How amiable are thy tabernacles,

O Lord of hosts

!

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of

the Lord :

My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house,

And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay

her young.

Even thine altars, 0 Lord of hosts.

My King, and my God.

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house

:

They will be still praising thee.

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee
;

In whose heart are thy ways.

They passing through the vale of misery make wells

therein;
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The rain also filleth the pools.

They go from strength to strength,

Every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.

0 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer:

Give ear, O God of Jacob.

Behold, O God our shield.

And look upon the face of thine anointed.

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand,

1 had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my
God,

Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.

For the Lord God is a sun and shield:

The Lord will give grace and glory

:

No good thing will he withhold from them that walk

uprightly.

O Lord of hosts,

Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. psalm Ixxxiv

L
ord, thou hast been our dwelling-place

j In all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth.

Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world.

Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Thou tumest man to destruction;

And sayest. Return, ye children of men.

For a thousand years in thy sight

Are but as yesterday when it is past.

And as a watch in the night.

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a

sleep:
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In the morning they are like grass which groweth up.

In-the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up

;

Imthe evening it is cut down, and withereth.

For we are consumed by thine anger,

And by thy wrath are we troubled

.

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee.

Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.

For all our days are passed away in thy wrath:

We spend our years as a tale that is told.

The days of our years are three score years and ten

;

And if by reason of strength they be four score years.

Yet is their strength labour and sorrow;

For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

Who knoweth the power of thine anger?

Even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath.

So teach us to number our days,

That we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Return, O Lord
; how long?

And let it repent thee concerning thy servants.

O satisfy us early with thy mercy

;

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast

afilicted us,

And the years wherein we have seen evil.

Let thy work appear unto thy servants.

And thy glory unto their children.

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us:

And establish thou the work of our hands upon us;

Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

PSALM XC
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eE that dwelleth in the secret place of the most

High

Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress

;

My God, in whom will I trust.

Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler,

And from the noisome pestilence.

He shall cover thee with his feathers.

And under his wings shalt thou trust

:

His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night

;

Nor for the arrow that fiieth by day;

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness;

Nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon-day.

A thousand shall fall at thy side.

And ten thousand at thy right hand

;

But it shall not come nigh thee.

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold

And see the reward of the wicked.

Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my
refuge,

Even the most High, thy habitation

;

There shall no evil befall thee.

Neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

For he shall give his angels charge over thee.

To keep thee in all thy ways.

They shall bear thee up in their hands.

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder:
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The young Kon and the dragon shalt thou trample under

feet.

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I

deliver him:

I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him:

I will be with him in trouble;

I will deliver him, and honour him.

With long life will I satisfy him.

And shew him my salvation. psalm xci

M AEiE a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.

Serve the Lord with gladness:

Come before his presence with singing.

Einow ye that the Lord he is God

:

It is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves

;

We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,

And into his courts with praise

:

Be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;

And his truth endureth to aU generations. psalm c

Bless the lord, O my soul

:

And all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

And forget not all his benefits

:

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities;

Who healeth all thy diseases

;

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction;
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Who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender

mercies;

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things

;

So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The Lord executeth righteousness
And judgment for all that are oppressed.
He made known his ways unto Moses,
His acts unto the children of Israel.
The Lord is merciful and gracious,
Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
He will not always chide:
Neither will he keep his anger for ever.
He hath not dealt with us after our sins

;

or rewarded us according to our iniquities.
For as the heaven is high above the earth,
So great is his mercy toward them that fear him.
s far as the east is from the west.

So far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
Like as a father pitieth his children.
So the Lord pitieth them that fear him.
For he knoweth our frame;
He remembereth that we are dust.
As for man, his days are as grass:
As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.
^or the wmd passeth over it, and it is gone-^d the place thereof shall know it no more.
ut the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to

everlasting upon them that fear him,
;^d his righteousness unto children’s children-
10 such as keep his coveuanti

^
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And to those that remember his commandments to do

them.

The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens

;

And his kingdom ruleth over all.

Bless the Lord, ye his angels,

That excel in strength, that do his commandments,

Hearkening unto the voice of his word.

Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts

;

Ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.

Bless the Lord, all his works

In all places of his dominion:

Bless the Lord, O my soul. psalm dii

In the beginning

I
N the beginning God created the heaven and the

earth. And the earth was without form, and void;

and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the

Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And
God said. Let there be light: and there was light. And
God saw the Hght, that it was good : and God divided

the light from the darkness. And God called the light

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening

and the morning were the first day.

And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst

of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the

waters. And God made the firmament, and divided the

waters which were under the firmament from the waters

which were above the firmament: and it was so. And
God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening

and the morning were the second day.
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And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be

gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land

appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land

Earth
;
and the gathering together of the waters called he

Seas : and God saw that it was good. And God said. Let

the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and
the fruit-tree pelding fruit after his kind, whose seed is

in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth

brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his

kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself,

after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And the

evening and the morning were the third day.

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of

the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let

them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and
years: and let them be for lights in the firmament of

the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.

And God made two great lights
;
the greater light to

rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he
made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament

of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule

over the day and over the night, and to divide the light

from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. And
the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly

the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly

above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. Auid

God created great whales, and every living creature that

moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly,

after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind;
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and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them,

saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in

the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the

evening and the morning were the fifth day.

And God said. Let the earth bring forth the living

creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and

beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. And
God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and

cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth

upon the earth after his kind : and God saw that it was

good.

And God said. Let us make man in our image, after

our likeness : and let them have dominion over the fish

of the sea, and ovfer the fowl of the air, and over the

cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping

thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created

man in his own image, in the image of God created he
him; male and female created he them. And God
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth
upon the earth. And God said. Behold, I have given you
every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all

the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a
tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to
every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air,

and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life, I have given every green herb for meat:
and it was so. And God saw every thing that he had
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made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening
and the ihorning were the sixth day.
r Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and
all the host ofthem. And on the seventh day God ended
his work which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had made. And
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because
that in it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made.

gcnesis i; ii.

T)LESS the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, thou art very great;
Thou art clothed with honour and majesty
Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment:
Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain :

Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters:Who maketh the clouds his chariot:
Who walketh upon the wings of the wind

:

Who maketh his angels spirits;

His ministers a flaming fire :

Who laid the foundations of the earth.
That it should not be removed for ever
Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment

:

1 ne waters stood above the mountains.
At thy rebuke they fled;

At the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.

^vdle s^
they go down by the

Unto the place which thou hast founded for them.
Ihou hast set a bound that they may not pass over;
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That they turn not again to cover the earth.

He sendeth the springs into the valleys,

Which run among the hills.

They give drink to every beast of the field

:

The wild asses quench their thirst.

By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habita'

tion,

Which sing among the branches.

He watereth the hills from his chambers

:

The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works.

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle,

And herb for the service of man:

That he may bring forth food out of the earth;

And wine that maketh glad the heart of man.

And oil to make his face to shine,

And bread which strengtheneth man’s heart.

The trees of the Lord are full of sap

;

The cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted

;

Where the birds make their nests

:

As for the stork, the fir trees are her house.

The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats;

And the rocks for the conies.

He appointed the moon for seasons

:

The sun knoweth his going down.
Thou makest darkness, and it is night;

Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth.

The young lions roar after their prey,

And seek their meat from God.
The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together.

And lay them down in their dens.
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Man goeth forth unto his work

And. to his labour until the evening.

0 Lord, how manifold are thy works!

In wisdom hast thou made them all

:

The earth is full of thy riches.

So is this great and wide sea,

Wherein are things creeping innumerable.

Both small and great beasts.

There go the ships

:

There is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play

therein.

These wait all upon thee,

That thou mayest give them their meat in due season.

That thou givest them they gather:

Thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good.

Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled

:

Thou takest away their breath, they die.

And return to their dust.

Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created

;

And thou renewest the face of the earth.

The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever:

The Lord shall rejoice in his works.

He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth:

He toucheth the hills, and they smoke.

1 will sing unto the Lord as long as I live:

I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.

My meditation of him shall be sweet:

I will be glad in the Lord.

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul.

Praise ye the Lord. psalm civ
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I
WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills,

From whence cometh my help.

My help cometh from the Lord,

Which made heaven and earth.

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved

:

He that keepeth thee will not slumber.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel

Shall neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord is thy keeper:

The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.

The sun shall not smite thee by day,

Nor the moon by night.

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil

:

He shall preserve thy soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in

From this time forth, and even for evermore.

PSALM CXxi

O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising,

Thou understandest my thought afar off.

Thou compassest my path and my lying down,
And art acquainted with all my ways.

For there is not a word in my tongue,

But, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether.

Thou has beset me behind and before,

And laid thine hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
It is high, I cannot attain unto it.

Whither shall I go from thy spirit?
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Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there:

If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.

If I take the wings of the morning,

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

Even there shall thy hand lead me.

And thy right hand shall hold me.

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me.

And the light about me shall be night

;

Even the darkness hideth not from thee,

But the night shineth as the day:

The darkness and the light are both alike to thee.

For thou hast possessed my reins:

Thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb.

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully

made:

Marvellous are thy works

;

And that my soul knoweth right well.

My substance was not hid from thee.

When I was made in secret,

And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect;

And in thy book all my members were written,

Which in continuance were fashioned.

When as yet there was none of them.

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!

If I should count them, they are more in number than

the sand:

When I awake, I am still with thee.
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Search me, 0 God, and know my heart

:

Try me, and know my thoughts

:

And see if there be any wicked way in me,

And lead me in the way everlasting.

PSALM CXXxix. 1-18, 23, 24

THE SONG OF THE THREE HOLY CHILDREN

O ALL ye Works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:

praise him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Heavens, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and
magnify him for ever.

O ye Waters that be above the Firmament, bless ye
the Lord

:
praise him, and magnify him for ever.

O all ye Powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord
:
praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Sun and Moon, bless ye the Lord
:
praise him,

and magnify him for ever.

0 ye Stars of Heaven, bless ye the Lord: praise him,
and magnify him for ever.

O ye Showers and Dew, bless ye the Lord: praise
him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Winds of God, bless ye the Lord: praise him,
and magnify him for ever.

O ye Fire and Heat, bless ye the Lord: praise him,
and magnify him for ever.

0 ye Winter and Summer, bless ye the Lord
: praise

him, and magnify him for ever.
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O ye Dews and Frosts, bless ye the Lord
:
praise him,

and magnify him for ever.

O ye Frost and Cold, bless ye the Lord: praise him,

and magnify him for ever.

O ye Ice and Snow, bless ye the Lord: praise him,

and magnify him for ever.

O ye Nights and Days, bless ye the Lord
:
praise liim,

and magnify him for ever.

O ye Light and Darkness, bless ye the Lord
:
praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Lightnings and Clouds, bless ye the Lord:

praise him, and magnify him for ever.

O let the Earth bless the Lord
:
yea, let it praise him,

and magnify him for ever.

O ye Mountains and Hills, bless ye the Lord
:
praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O all ye Green Things upon the Earth, bless ye the

Lord
:
praise him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Wells, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and mag-
nify him for ever.

O ye Seas and Floods, bless ye the Lord
:
praise him,

and magnify him for ever.

O ye Whales, and all that move in the Waters, bless

ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify him for ever.

O all ye Fowls of the Air, bless ye the Lord
:
praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O all ye Beasts and Cattle, bless ye the Lord
:
praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Children of Men, bless ye the Lord
:
praise him,

and magnify him for ever.
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O let Israel bless the Lord
:
praise him, and magnify

him for ever.

O ye Priests of the Lord, bless ye the Lord
:
praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Servants of the Lord, bless ye the Lord
:
praise

him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye Spirits and Souls of the Righteous, bless ye the

Lord
:
praise him, and magnify him for ever.

O ye holy and humble Men of heart, bless ye the

Lord
:
praise him, and magnify him for ever.

O give thanks unto the Lord, because he is gracious

:

for his mercy endureth for ever.

O all ye that worship the Lord, bless the God of gods,

praise him, and give him thanks : for his mercy endureth

for ever. apocrypha

THE PROPHET OF THE GOSPEL

The people that walked in darkness have seen a

great light : they that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast

multiplied the nation, thou hast increased their joy : they

joybeforethee according to thejoyin harvest,and as men
rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken
the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the

rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every
battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and gar-

ments rolled in blood
;
but this shall be with burning and

fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder

:

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller,
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The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince

of Peace. Gf the increase of his government and peace

there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and

upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with

judgment and with justice from henceforth even for

ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

ISAIAH ix. a~7

I
N that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise

thee : though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is

turned away, and thou comfortest me. Behold, God
is my salvation

;
I will trust, and not be afraid : for tlie

Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also

is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye

draw water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day
shall ye say. Praise the Lord, call upon his name, de-

clare his doings among the people, make mention that

his name is exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for he hath
done excellent things ; this is known in all the earth.

Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great

is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.

ISAIAH xii

O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will

praise thy name
; for thou hast done wonderful

things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.

For thou hast made of a city an heap
; of a defenced city

a ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never
be built.

Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city

ofthe terrible nations shall fear thee. For thou hast been
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a Strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his

distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the

heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm

against the wall. Thou shalt bring down the noise of

strangers, as the heat in a dry place
;
even the heat with

the shadow of a cloud; the branch of the terrible ones

shall be brought low. And in this mountain shall the

Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things,

a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow,

of wines on the lees well refined. And he will destroy

in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all

people, and the veil that is spread over all nations. He
will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will

wipe away tears from oif all faces; and the rebuke of

his people shall he take away from off all the earth : for

the Lord hath spoken it. isaiah xxv. i-8

Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and
princes shall rule in judgment. And a man shall be

as an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the

tempest
;
as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow

of a great rock in a weary land. And the eyes of them
that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear

shall hearken. The heart also of the rash shall under-

stand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers
shall be ready to speak plainly. The vile person shall

be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bounti-
ful. For the vile person will speak villainy, and his heart

will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter

error against the Lord, to make empty the soul of the
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hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to

fail. The instruments also of the churl are evil: he de-

viseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying

words, even when the needy speaketh right. But the

liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things

shall he stand. isaiau xxxii. 1-8

COMFORT ye, comfort ye my people, saith your

God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry

unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her

iniquity is pardoned : for she hath received of the Lord’s

hand double for all her sins.

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare

ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert

a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places

plain: and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and
all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he said, What
shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness

thereof is as the flower of the field: the grass withereth,

the flower fadeth : because the spirit of the Lord bloweth
upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth,
the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand
for ever.

O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up
into the high mountain; O thou that tellest good tidings
to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up,
be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your
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God! Behold, the Lord God will come with strong

hand, and Ms arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward

is with him, and Ms work before him. He shall feed Ms
flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his

arm, and carry them in Ms bosom, and shall gently lead

those that are with young.

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his

hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and com-

prehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and

weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a

balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord,

or being his counseller hath taught Mm? With whom
took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught

Mm in the path ofjudgment, and taughtMm knowledge,

and shewed to Mm the way of understanding? Behold,

the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted

as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh

up the isles as a very little tMng. And Lebanon is not

sufiicient to bum, nor the beasts thereof suf&cient for a

burnt offering. All nations before Mm are as nothing
;

and they are counted to Mm less than notMng, and
vamty.

To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness

will ye compare unto him? The workman melteth a

graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over

with gold, and casteth silver chains. He that is so im-
poverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that

will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman
to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved.
Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been
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told you from the beginning? have ye not understood

from the foundations of the earth? It is he that sitteth

upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof

are as grasshoppers
;
that stretcheth out the heavens as

a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in

:

that bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the

judges of the earth as vanity. Yea, they shall not be

planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock

shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow
upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind

shall take them away as stubble. To whom then will ye

liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath

created these things, that bringeth out their host by
number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness

of his might, for that he is strong in power; not
one faileth.

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My
way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed
over from my God? Hast thou not known? hast thou
not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is

weary? there is no searching of his understanding. He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no
might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall

faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly
fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint. isaiahxI
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my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord
that hath mercy on thee.

0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not com-
forted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours,
and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make
thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and
all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children
shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the
peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be
established : thou shalt be far from oppression, for thou
shalt not fear

; and from terror, for it shall not come near
thee. BehoW, they shall surely gather together, but not

together against thee
shall fall for thy sake. Behold, I have created the smith
that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth
an instrument for his work; and I have created the
waster to destroy. No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper; and eveiy tongue that shall rise
against thee m judgment thou shalt condemn. This is
the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their
nghteousness is of me, saith the Lord. kaiah liv. 7-17

4 .1 .
‘-“cwicjseaiorsakehis

way, and the unnghteous man his thoughts: and let

^ return unto the Lot®, end he will haye mercy uponbm. and to our God, for he wffl abundantly pLon.For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither areyour ways my ways, saith the Lorn. For as the heavens
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higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than

your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For

as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven,

and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and

maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to

the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall my word be

that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return

unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,

and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For

ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace:

he mountains and the hills shall break forth before you

into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their

hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree,

and instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle tree

:

and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting

sign that shall not be cut off. isaiah Iv. 6-13

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me
;
because the

Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto

the meek
;
he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of

the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the

acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance

of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for

ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise

for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called

trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that

he might be glorified. And they shall build the old

wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and
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they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of

many generations. And strangers shall stand and feed

your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your

ploughmen and your vine-dressers. But y.e shall be

named the Priests of the Lord : men shall call you the

Ministers of our God. isaiah bd. 1-6



EPILOGUE

THE NEW CREATION: ITS PATIENCE.

JOY, AND EVER PRESENT SAVIOUR

I
SAW a new heaven and a new earth: for the fir.*?!

heaven and the first earth were passed away ;
and

there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy

city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of

heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husbatui.

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, !h*hoki,

the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will tiwcll

with them, and they shall be his people, and Goti him-

self shall be with them, and be their God. And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes

;
and there shall

be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither

shall there be any more pain: for the former things arc

passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said,

Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me,

Write: for these words are true and faithful.

REVELATIO.X XX j, J-'S

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear

as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of

the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either

side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare
twelve manner of fruits and yielded her fruit every
month : and the leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: hut
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and
his servants shall serve him: and they shall see his face;
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and his name shall be in their foreheads. And there

shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither

light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light:

and they shall reign for ever and ever.

REVELATION xxii. 1-5

Therefore ifanyman be in Christ
,he is a new creature

:

old things are passed away
;
behold, all things are become

new. II CORINTHIANS V. 17

I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall

be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the

creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of

God. ROMANS viii. 18, 19

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or

nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written.

For thy sake we are killed all the day long;

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors

through him that loved us. For I am persuaded that

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,

nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor

height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able

to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord. romans viii. 35-39

Lo, I am with you all the days, even unto the end of

the world. Amen. matthew xxviii. ao




